
 

Otahuhu College Newsletter 

Friday 10 March 2017 

From our Principal 
Congratulations to our Head Prefects: 

Head Girl Jasmine Cook-Paongo 

Head Boy Simili Moala 

Deputy Head Boy Falakiko Uaisele 

Deputy Head Girl Lanuola Fesolai 

It was great to see their families present in assembly on Thursday for the announcement. It is also 

important to acknowledge all those Year 13 students who have put their name forward for leadership 

positions. It takes courage to put your hand up.  

Our Polyfest groups have been training hard and we wish them well for the competition next week. The 

full details of Polyfest is outlined below.  

Important Dates 

Tuesday 14 March Fiafia afternoon from 1:30pm 

Friday 17 March  Teacher only day (no students at school) 

Thursday 23 March Academic Mentoring 8am – 7pm (no timetabled classes – see Curriculum and 
Study News section below) 

Friday 24 March Academic Mentoring 8am – 4pm (no timetabled classes – see Curriculum and 
Study News section below) 

  

Our Commitments 
Our focus for next week is being engaged in lessons. On the basic level it is making sure that every 

students takes individual responsibility to have their books and pens. To make sure that as soon as they 

get into class that they have their books out, bags on the floor, and they are ready to learn. 

For our students to be engaged in  their  own education, they must be encouraged to read the texts, ask 

questions, actively engage in discussions, write scientifically and learn to think critically about 

challenging material. Every mistake our students make, every question they ask, and every time they 

successfully struggle with a concept, their brain grows a little bit stronger and smarter. 



Uniform 
The uniform is available at NZ Uniforms in Manukau and also available online: 
http://otahuhucollege.nzuniforms.com/catalog/school-uniform-1103685.htmx 

 Students must be wearing completely black shoes, polishable is best. 

 Boys need to be wearing school socks or plain black socks. 

 There are Otahuhu College hats available, non uniform hats will be confiscated. 

Polyfest 
This is a very busy week for our students and teachers involved with the Polyfest  

Monday 13th March:  All Day Practise 

 Tuesday 14th March:  Fiafia Concert 

Periods will be shortened so Fiafia will start at 2pm. There will be a gold coin entrance and students who 

do not wish to attend will be going home. 

 Schedule of Performance for Fiafia with the Lovely Mrs Harford as MC. 

1. Kapa Haka Group 

2. Indian Group 

3. Fijian Group 

4. Niue Group 

5. Samoan Group 

6. Tongan Group 

 5.30 – 7.30:  Dress rehearsal for our Fabulous Fijian Group. All welcome to attend.  Venue: Otahuhu 

College School Hall 

 Wednesday 15th March: Polyfest begins. Powhiri 8.00 

 Kapa Haka Group performing 3.30pm. Bus leaving Otahuhu College 1.00pm and leaving Polyfest 5.00pm 

to return back to school. 

 Tongan Junior Speech  Competition  

6pm – 8pm Dress rehearsal for our Tremendous Tongan Group.  All welcome to attend. Venue:  

Otahuhu School College Hall 

 Thursday 16th March 

 10.20am: Fijian Group.   

1.30pm:  Indian Group. 

Samoan Senior Speech Competition 

http://otahuhucollege.nzuniforms.com/catalog/school-uniform-1103685.htmx


Tongan Senior Speech Competition 

Bus leaving Otahuhu College 9.00am and leaving Polyfest 2.30ish to return to school 

 5.30pm – 7.30pm:  Dress rehearsal for our notorious Niuean Group.  All welcome to attend.  Venue: 

Otahuhu College School Gym 

6.00pm – 8.00pm:  Dress rehearsal for our spectacular Samoan Group. All welcome to attend.  Venue: 

Otahuhu College School Hall 

 Friday 17th March 

 10.40am:  Taufakaniua (Boys War Dance) 

3.00pm:  Lakalaka  (Boys and Girls Dance Item) 

Bus leaving Otahuhu College 8.30am and leaving Polyfest 4.30 to return to school. 

 Saturday 18th March 

 9.00am:  Niue Group 

Bus leaving Otahuhu College 7.30am and leaving Polyfest 6.00pm to return to school 

 1.50pm:  Samoan Group.  

Bus leaving Otahuhu College 10.00am and leaving Polyfest 6.00pm. 

Thank you to all our teachers who have worked tirelessly with our Polyfest Groups and to our new 

teachers who have taken up the challenge. It has been an extremely demanding experience and If it 

weren’t for you giving up your time and aroha Otahuhu College would not be able to take part in one of 

the most biggest events of its kind worldwide. I’m sure our students will do Otahuhu College proud.  

Kia Tamatane 

Curriculum and Study News 
Academic Mentoring 
 
On Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th March, the school will be closed for instruction so you can come in to 
school and talk with your child and their whanau teacher for approximately 15 minutes. Times available 
are 8am till 7pm on Thursday 23rd March and 8am till 4pm on Friday 24th March. 
 
Go online to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and use the code 747kd to make an appointment with 
your child's whanau teacher (they will need to tell you which whanau class they're in first!). If you have 
more than one child at the College you can make all your interviews at around the same time for your 
convenience. Interviews are made on a first-in-first-served basis so we encourage you to make bookings 
Early. 
 



Alternatively, you or your child can visit the school library before, during or after school to make a 
booking using one of the two kiosks set up there. Librarians will be available there to help you do this. 
A link straight to the bookings page is: 
https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code?code=747kd 

Year 9 and 10 Mathematics Homework Books 

Otahuhu College sees homework as an important  part of the learning and understanding. As of this 

week, all Year 9 and 10 students will be provided a mathematics homework book. Homework will be set 

by the teacher on a regular basis, and checked by the teacher to ensure that it is being done and is 

understood by the student. We ask that your child look after the homework book and use it to 

consolidate the learning. In the event that your child loses the homework book, a replacement copy will 

need to be bought at a price of $11. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

The three Level 2 Physical Education classes were involved in turbo touch sessions on Wednesday 8th 
March with representatives from Touch New Zealand. The purpose was to introduce students to Turbo 
Touch and get them familiar with the rules to assist them with their 4 credit performance standard. 
Coaches took each class through the rules and the students had the opportunity to challenge each other 
in teams with trained referees. Overall is was a successful day and the students are now well prepared 
for their assessment. 

 

 



 

University Entrance 
University of Otago- Entrance Scholarships The University has increased the number of Entrance 

Scholarships available to first year students. From 2017 onwards the number of scholarships that can be 

awarded are: Academic Excellence - 40, Leaders of Tomorrow - 200, Maori & Pacific - 85, Dux 

Scholarship - no limit, Performance - 20, Hardship - 20. Important Information. In their application 

applicants need to read and respond to the criteria and other directing information. There were 2,200 

applications for more than 400 scholarships for 2016. 

Sports News 
Athletic Performances from Central East Zone Champs 

2017 was a small contingent of athletes who attended the Central East zone athletics. Despite the 

atrocious weather our students performed admirably and we started the day at 9am with a win in the 

Senior Girls 100m Hurdles which set the tone of the day for our more experienced athletes. It was a 

daunting event for our year 9s and new athletes but they were great ambassadors for the school and 

gave 100% in every event. Below is a list of notable achievements and these students have more than 

likely have qualified for the Greater Auckland Champs which will be held on March 21st but we will 

wait for confirmation from CollegeSport. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

Semisi Ngoue M6 
1st                         Int Boys Javelin 
Finalist                 Int Boys 100m 
3rd/4th                  Int Boys 200m 
  
Ateliana Taufa H9 
2nd                          Senior Girls Discus 
2nd                          Senior Girls 100m 
3rd                           Senior Girls Shotput 
4th                           Senior Girls Javelin 



 
Luiz Seetai H8 
3rd                           Junior Boys Discus 
 
Kiri-Shanelle Fotu S6 
1st                           Senior Girls 100m Hurdles 
2nd                          Senior Girls Triple Jump 

Read to Succeed 

We here at Otahuhu College know that you want nothing more than for your children to succeed to the 
best of their ability, but sometimes it is hard to know how to help them with their schooling. The 
Otahuhu English department are proud to be introducing a reading for pleasure programme as a way to 
help Whanau get involved with their child’s learning. 

 Studies show that children who read for pleasure massively outperform those who don’t. If a child 
reads books often, goes to the library and reads newspapers, the effect on their education is four times 
greater than that of their parents having a university degree! 

We are introducing an OC reading for pleasure programme which we will roll out through the year via 
the newsletter and emails home. For the first stage we ask Whanau to have a look at the “Reader Ready 
Home” checklist and to see how much of the list your house fulfils. One of the simplest ways to help 
your child’s learning is to read with them as well as giving them space to read. 

To get in contact with the programme team, email either Mr Turner on 
jturner@otahuhucollege.school.nz or Ms Boudreau on kboudreau@otahuhucollege.school.nz. 

We thank you for your cooperation in getting this exciting programme started and will be in touch soon! 

  Yes No 

There is a space in the house where my child can read quietly     

My child can get hold of paper and pencils for writing and drawing     

We have a family library card and know how to get books out     

We have at least five books to read in the house     

My child has access to a dictionary or the internet so they can look up unknown words     

I or another adult read with my child at least once a week     

My children read with and to each other     

I talk with my child about what they did in school that day     

My child sees me or another adult reading books, magazines or a newspaper at least 
once a week 

    

We turn off the TV for at least 15 minutes a day to focus on reading     

 If you can tick seven of the boxes then congratulations, your home is “reader-ready”! 
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