OTAHUHU COLLEGE
PROSPECTUS

Otahuhu College is a school at the centre of its community.
Education Review Office Report June 2002

Mission

I like the way that teachers talk to us. Year 11 student

Otahuhu College wishes to

A wide range of support services provides students with
sound pastoral care, and health, careers and transition
education.
Education Review Office Report June 2002

uphold the proud tradition of
being an education centre within
the South Auckland community.

The school makes us welcome. Year 9 student
A positive school tone is clearly evident within the school.
Education Review Office Report June 2002

The aim of Otahuhu College is to
help students to develop, to the

I think it is good that students can go to a doctor at school.
Parent

fullest, their potential in all

Teachers understand their students well.
Education Review Office Report June 2002

emotional, aesthetic and physical

Sometimes the work is hard but most of the time it is ok.
Year 13 student

aspects of intellectual, social,
development.

Principal’s message
Thank you for your interest in Otahuhu College.

Since its foundation in 1931 Otahuhu College has been the school of
choice for students in Otahuhu and further across the South Auckland
area. The college is justifiably proud of its history and the many
notable New Zealanders who have passed through its doors.

The school has a proven record of innovation. It has been a lead
school in implementing the National Certificate of Educational
Achievement (NCEA). The school has been a lead school within the
AIMHI consortium and is seen as innovative in the use of Information
and Communication Technology (ICT).

This school aims to develop:
•

Excellence in student achievement

•

Programmes to meet the learning needs of all students

•

Superior success in individual and team sports

•

Outstanding celebrations of the performing arts

•

Exceptional facilities for the delivery of information technology

•

Quality health care available at the school

•

Specialist support for catering for individual needs

The college looks forward to celebrating its future successes with you.

Principal

Vision
Otahuhu College as a dynamic learning community that is meeting
the needs of its student population while maintaining the awareness
of living in a rapidly changing society with diverse cultural needs.

Values
The values of Otahuhu College are principles of behaviour applicable
to all members of the college community.

1. Respect

– Respect for others, respect for the
environment, respect for self

2. Tolerance

– Willingness to recognize and respect the
beliefs or practices of others

3. Self worth

– A feeling of pride in yourself

4. Perseverance – A continuing and steady desire to achieve
at the highest standard
5. Honesty

– Fairness and truthfulness expected

History
Otahuhu College opened in 1931 as the Otahuhu Junior High School,
catering for students at junior level. In 1933 it became known as
Otahuhu Technical High School, providing courses through to senior
level. In 1947 the school was renamed Otahuhu College.

Since 1932 the school has been divided into four houses: Grey,
Hobson, Massey and Seddon. As well as forming the basis for interhouse activities the house system also meets the pastoral, cultural
and administrative needs of the school.

Within a changing educational and social environment Otahuhu
College continues to offer an education based on strong academic
achievements supported by sporting and cultural success. This
continues to make Otahuhu College the school of choice for many
in the South Auckland area. The school has had a long and proud
history of both scholars and sportspeople who have passed through
its doors.

Learning programmes
Students in years 9 & 10 enjoy a balanced curriculum concentrated around the seven essential learning areas of
English and language learning, Mathematics, Science, Social Science, Technology, The Arts, and Physical Education
and Health. As well Literacy skills and computing are taught across the curriculum in all subjects.

Learning programmes are designed to meet the individual needs of students. Students have a responsibility to
make sure they come to school with the equipment and prepared to study. The school library is open after school
and on Saturday morning to help students with their study and homework

Information and Communication
Technology (ICT)
Otahuhu College has recently embarked on a major development in computing. This enables all students and
staff to have internet access from most areas of the school and will mean that they can utilise computers in all
areas of their curriculum. The school is now recognised as a lead school in New Zealand for the use of Information
and Communications Technology (ICT) in the classroom. The college has five dedicated computer suites as well
as many stand alone computers in classrooms and libraries.

All students will have a personalised user profile with a high level of security which allows them access to the
internet, school based intranet and their network disc space. This access also demands a high level of responsibility.

Facilities
Otahuhu College has a wide range of excellent facilities to provide for the learning needs of its students.

The following facilities have been developed or in the planning stage:
•

The refurbishment of the library gives the school a facility to provide information services to its students
which are up to the standard of any school in New Zealand.

•

The completion of the Dance and Drama suite allows the school to deliver a quality Performing Arts
curriculum.

•

The completion of the Whare Wanaga providing a space to meet the learning needs of Maori students.

•

The development of a Health and Wellness Centre to meet the health needs of the school’s students.

•

A technology block to meet the specialist needs of technology education.

•

A specialist sports pavilion for the teaching of sports leadership programmes.

Gifted students
A specialist staff member is assigned to meet the needs of the
talented and gifted students who enrol at Otahuhu College. This
teacher will coordinate across the curriculum programmes for these
students. Students will be supported to reach their potential and
achieve highly in national qualifications.

Student Services
The Education Review Office report in 2002 commended Otahuhu
College on its student services. The college is a guidance conscious
school with a comprehensive network of pastoral care to assist
students and their families.

All students are placed in a tutor group with a tutor. The key person
for all students is the tutor who is able to provide personal help or
guidance.

Two guidance counsellors are available to provide personal support
for all students as needed. A full time social worker is able to
support students and families in accessing and managing support
processes.

A careers teacher is able to give specialised advice about career
opportunities and the qualifications required.

The Health and Wellness Centre has a full time nurse, two part-time
nurses, a part-time doctor a school based social-worker, a
physiotherapist and a receptionist. Students are able to get dental
treatment, medical treatment and a wide range of other services.

A Resource Teacher of Learning and Behaviour (RTLB) and staff of
the Learning Enrichment Centre are able to address specific learning
needs of students. These skilled staff work with a number of teacher
aides to address the learning needs of students.

Community Liaison staff provide an important link between school
and home. These staff members will make contact with parents
when a student’s attendance is a concern or when a student is
moving from school to work or further study.
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