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From our Principal 
Senior exams have gone well this week.  Students have taken to heart what is needed to do well in 

exams: turn up, try every question and stay the distance.  From these exams teachers and students will 

work together on the areas which need it. At this time of year, there are always things to work on in 

preparation for the external exams in November.  There are tutorials being run and these are 

compulsory for students to attend.  

Next week our Houses will be running events to help out  the annual appeal of The Hearing House and 

the Southern Cochlear Implant Paediatric Programme, two charities dedicated to enabling deaf 

children with cochlear implant or hearing aids to listen and speak like their hearing peers.  

Important Dates 
25-29 September Service Academy Adventure Challenge 

27 September  ARTS Award Evening 

28 September  Rugby & Netball Parent Engagement Evening 

29 September  Last day of Term 3 

16 October Start of Term 4 

Our Commitments 
Our commitment focus for next week is on being respectful.  

One area we would like to improve on, is how our students respect their books and the resources they 

have to use at our school. Like our families as a school we work hard to make sure that our students 

have the best possible resources and that they take pride in what is available.  A simple way to help at 

home is to check your child's school books; are they clean and tidy, does it look like they are taking pride 

in their work?  

Curriculum and Study News 
Next week senior students will be getting their exams back. As parents we can help our son and 

daughters improve on their results. At this time of year, the actual mark is not the most important thing, 

indeed it is like a preseason score in a rugby game, interesting but not that important.   



Talk to your child; How did they prepare for the exam? Could they of done better in their 

preparation/study? What areas of the exam did they do well in? What areas would they like to improve? 

Have they asked their teacher for extra help? Do they have a study plan for the rest of the year?  

As parents we do not have to have all the answers, but, having some good questions and encouraging 

our children to think about their study and exam preparation helps alot.    

Sports News 
GOLD for TUPOU NEIUFI 

 

Tupou Neiufi recently competed at the National Swimming Championship. Tupou was entered in 8 

events and won 8 gold medals. In the female team points, OC finished 8th out of 57 schools. 

REPRESENTATIVE RUGBY 

We have currently have four boys playing in the Auckland U14 South team and for boys playing for the 

Auckland U16 South team. These teams have made the Blues Regional finals which will be played on 

Saturday 23rd September at the Marist Rugby Club. The U14 game begins at 11am followed by the U16 

game at 12.30pm 

Auckland South Under 14 
Xenith Tofilau, Jeroyme Pritchard, Faleseuga Tomasi, Tonga Havea 
Auckland South Under 16 
Vili Fangupo, Manu Paea, Semisi Faavesi, Josh Lua. 

Arts and Culture News 
Te Ringa Toi Arts Exhibition Wellington 



 

 

  



Selena Overhoff and Phoenix Prujean presented their whakairo works at the 2nd Te RingaToi Maori Arts 

Exhibition in Wellington. Secondary school Maori students from all over NZ exhibited pieces.  Both 

pieces were well received by all that were present at the exhibition. Well done to you both for making 

us all proud here at Otahuhu College.  

University Entrance  

The Minister of Tertiary Education has published provider-level data on graduates’ employment 

status and earnings for the first time (accessed here). The data shows the employment status 

and earnings of graduates from all universities, wānanga, polytechnics and some funded private 

training establishments. In addition, you can explore various jobs/career options at a 

government website accessed here. 

Stem News 
Science tutorials 

A reminder next week 25th - 29th September daily tutorials will continue. The schedule for this is below.  

*Please remember to have your child bring in their signed permission slip for holiday tutorials* 

Day Subject Year Level Time Teacher Room no. 

Tuesday Chemistry 12 3.15pm-4.15pm Ms Taimani L04 

 Physics 13 3.00pm-4.00pm Mr Walton L05 

 Science 11 3.00pm-4.00pm Ms Kroonenberg L03 

 Science 11 3.00pm-4.00pm Mrs Cornforth L08 
Wednesday Physics 12 3.00pm-4.00pm Mr Walton L05 

 Biology 12 3.00pm-4.00pm Ms Kroonenberg L03 

 Science 11 3.15pm-4.15pm Ms Taimani L04 
Thursday Biology 13 3.00pm-4.00pm Mrs Cornforth L08 

 Science 11 3.15pm onwards Ms Jacobs L07 

 Biology 12 3.00pm-4.00pm Ms Kroonenberg L03 

 Physics 12 3.15pm onwards Mr Jackson L06 
Friday Chemistry 13 3.00pm-4.00pm Mrs Timu L10 

 

Community News 
With the incident outside a North Shore school recently we should all be wary of reminding our 

students about road safety – it only takes a second of inattention to be hit by a car. It doesn’t 

matter how old you are, crossing a busy road at a pedestrian crossing is the safest way to 

ensure you make it home to your family. Students should be encouraged to use the pedestrian 

crossing outside the school gates rather than running across the road – no pie or friend is worth 

more than your life. 

 



On another matter, we have been asked to communicate an essential public health message: 

  

Auckland is experiencing an unprecedented mumps outbreak. There have been over 370 cases 

with more than 60 schools affected this year. Schools have had to exclude students and staff 

with mumps and any close contacts who haven’t been fully immunised with the measles-

mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine.  

   

 This has disrupted the school, the students’ learning and parents who have had to take time off 

work. Mumps can have serious complications requiring hospitalisation. 

   

 With exam and assessment time coming up in secondary schools, we suggest parents check 

their children have had two doses of the MMR vaccine. This will also protect students from the 

contagious measles and rubella viruses as well. Below is a website address and phone number 

for parents with questions. 

 

 

 

 


