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From our Principal 
NCEA exams are going well, it is great to see nearly 100% attendance for the exams and the effort and 

hard work being done by students, teachers, and families to prepare for these challenging exams. Our 

Year 9 and 10 students have their exams shortly and should also be preparing. 

On Thursday night Otahuhu College celebrated our sports awards with the honour of having Dame 

Valerie Adams as guest speaker as well as Roger Tuivasa-Sheck attending. With over 300 people there it 

was great to see so many families supporting the sporting endeavours of their children. 

 

Important Dates 
20 November End of Year Report for Seniors 

21 November Last day for seniors 

22-23 November Year 8 Orientation 

26-30 November Smilecare Dentist 

27-28 November Junior Exams 

5-6 December Year 12 Leadership Camp 

6 December Science Inquiry Evening 

11 December Junior End of Year Report 

12 December Junior Prizegiving and last day 

 

Our Commitments 
Our commitment is to be on time: 

Be at school by 8.30   

Move  quickly and quietly when the first bell rings  

Finish eating before class  

Go to the toilet during break  

Be in the right place at the right time   

 



 

Student Data 

All student data will be deleted at the end of the year, students will need to 

backup/save their data to a USB stick. 

 

Curriculum and Study News 
Otahuhu College was contacted this week by the media with regard to the 

teacher shortage that there is currently. The following is from the article: 

But some foreign teachers do make the adjustment. 

Ōtāhuhu College's English head Emma Norgate said she moved to Auckland from 

England just two years ago. 

"It was an incredible culture shock. I wasn't quite aware of the influence of the 

Pasifika communities in New Zealand, particularly in South Auckland," she said. 

For example, Ms Norgate said it took time to learn that Pasifika teens were 

showing respect by not looking at their teacher when they were being disciplined. 

Ōtāhuhu College principal Neil Watson said it did not take long for good teachers 

to adjust to New Zealand classrooms. 

"To be honest, a term or so they've pretty well got it sorted," he said. 

"It gets better and better as they get used to our students." 

However, Mr Watson said it was not clear how many good teachers were among 

those who had been approved to work in New Zealand. 

As a school we are committed to getting the very best teachers possible for your 

children. 

 


