
 

Otahuhu College Newsletter 

Friday 10 May 2019 

From our Principal 
 

On Saturday it was enjoyable to watch our Senior A Netball team and the 1stXV start their season, these 

young men and women have prepared well, many turning up at school before 7am to train. This hard 

work and commitment are evident in their performances.  Best wishes for all those students and 

supporters for the games this week. 

The focus this week has been on engagement in lessons. In class and assembly, we have talked about 

the importance of answering questions, asking questions, discussing the work and what is being taught 

in class. It is great to see going around classes that students are getting better and better at this, their 

written work is also improving, with answers showing greater detail and more thought. This is all really 

good. An area we do need to work on is continuing these habits on into homework. Doing regular 

homework is essential for students to succeed at the level they are capable of achieving. 

During this month, we are running an Open May, where future parents can have a look round the 

College. We are very proud of our students, staff and facilities and looking forward to showing our 

commitment to providing an outstanding education for all those students entrusted with us. 

 

Important Dates 
13 May Mindsets Programme begins 

15 May Auckland Writers Festival 

Gifted and Talented Seminar 

23 May Parent/Teacher meetings 

26-31 May Arts Week 

Samoan Language Week 

31 May Teacher Only Day 

3 June Queens Birthday 

 

 



 

 

Parent-Teacher Meetings 
On Thursday 23rd May school will close for instruction at 1:00pm. 

Parent-Teacher Meetings will run from 2:00pm to 7:00pm. It will be an opportunity for Parents to meet with 

Subject Teachers to discuss the current progress of their child.  

Instructions on how to make appointments have been emailed and/or posted to parents/caregivers. 

Otahuhu College Kamar Portal 

Parents/Caregivers will be receiving an email and/or letter that will give log in details on how to access the 

schools Kamar Portal through our schools Website page. This portal provides information on how your child 

is doing at school. Information such as the Daily notices, School Calendar, Student details and Student results 

can be accessed by using your log in username and password. Year 11, 12 and 13 students will have a recent 

Achievement Report that can be downloaded. All parents/caregivers will be alerted when future school 

Reports are up-loaded to the school Portal. If you have any questions about the Portal this can be discussed 

at the Parent-Teacher Meetings on the 23rd of May. 

Our Commitments 
The behaviour focus for next week is on being supportive. This means more than just talking to our 

children about treating others like they would want to be treated. It also means being supportive in 

learning. School is, and should be challenging, the work must require thought, and mistakes have to be 

made if learning is to happen. A key part of being supportive at Otahuhu College is based around 

supporting each other in our learning, making mistakes and working hard to do better next time. 

Curriculum and Study News 
Health and Physical Education 

Four Year 11 Physical Education classes completed an 8km tramp in the Hunua Ranges on Friday 3rd May. 

Students were working on a 3 credit achievement standard that assesses safety in the outdoors. We 

were fortunate to have beautiful weather and all students successfully completed the Massey-Cossey 

loop track. Thank you to Paddy Robati, Imran Ali, Moana Toleafoa and Saynarvat Srisawat who assisted 

with the trip and commented that the students were really well behaved. 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

Help Centre update and changes 

As of Week 3, the English department are changing the manner in which they approach additional 

support sessions for students. Rather than having a singular Help Centre on a Wednesday which all 

students are welcome to attend to gain support, students now have the opportunity to attend specific 



Help Centre’s with their subject teacher to gain consistent and specific guidance. Please encourage your 

son/daughter to attend these additional sessions.  

In addition, if your son/daughter is At Risk in English, please remember that these sessions are 

compulsory as per the letter which was sent home via email and/or post by Ms Norgate (HoD). Please 

check with your child who their English teacher is and be aware of when these sessions are happening in 

line with the below. This additional time can make a great difference in their progress and achievement 

here at Otahuhu College in regards to gaining Literacy, which is essential in any manner of education 

and progression into the workplace environment.  

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 
A4 Ms Hibbs 

A5 Ms Duynhoven 

A6 Ms Norgate 

A7 Ms Walker 

M8 Mr Martin 

M7 Ms Devi 

 
A2 Mr Turner 

A3 Ms Garrett 

A8 Ms Meagher 

 

 

Auckland Writer’s Festival trip 

 

On Wednesday 15th May, Otahuhu College staff will be taking a group of Year 12 students to the 

Auckland Writer’s Festival in the city. This will be the festivals 11th annual school programme offering 

our students the opportunity to engage with a range of writers and poets. The festival will encompass 

sessions with focus on Pasifika poetry, lyric writing, scriptwriting and engagement in reading. Your child 

will have been informed by their teacher if they are on the trip based on term 1 attendance percentages. 

Students attending also have the letter of instructions and guidance for the day. If your son/daughter is 

involved in the trip, then the bus will be leaving from the bus bay at the back of school at 8:30am on this 

date. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Level 3 Geography trip to Muriwai and Eastern Beach 

 

The level 3 Geography class took a trip to both Muriwai and Eastern beaches, the purpose of 

this trip was not just to explore the pure beauty of New Zealand's back yard, but to compare 

the similarities and differences of the texture of sand, the slope of the beach front, the 

occurrences of waves that would gently glide onto the shore or dramatically make a grand 

entrance as these rough yet beautiful waves crashed into the many legs that would stand with 

in the beaches front.  

We started our day by making our way to Muriwai beach on the west side of Auckland. We 

arrived in beautiful and peaceful place you would never have guessed that there was such a 

beach on the other side of large sand dunes that hid its beauty. We were split off into groups of 

4 or 5, to collect data based on how long it would take for 11 waves to pass a certain point. We 

also collected 3 to 4 different slopes in different areas of the beach by doing this we measured 

the distance between our chosen points with both a finish and an end. After measuring we then 

used a clinometer to measure the angle of the two points, this was the process of how we 

gathered our data. 

 

We also took many photos of the different sands from both beaches, through this we were able 

to see that although they were both beaches they were very different as one was a constructive 

beach and the other being a destructive beach. By understanding this we are pushed to 

understand that the slopes would be different as well as the power of the waves would also be 

different. The information gathered, we were able to identify the difference between the two. 

Then after two hours of collecting data, learning new things and taking many pictures to 

capture its pure beauty we made our way to Eastern beach.  

 



Once again, we started to collect our data through the same process as we did so at Muriwai 

beach. For many of us it was very productive trip. We learnt many things about the similarities 

and differences, between both beaches. To understand and then answer the questions that 

ponder our curious mind, questions such as “why the beach front on a slope” or “is why is there 

such a powerful occurrence of deposition”. To now understand these things and many more 

gives us a deeper understanding of our current standard that we are learning. The geography 

trip was a successful collection day, we were gifted with the images with our eyes more 

importantly we were given an opportunity to further expand our knowledge on these 

geographical barriers. (Larae Kalauni – Year 13) 

                 

 

 

 



        

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sports News 
 

SPORTS DRAW FOR THE WEEK ENDING 12th MAY 2019 

 

DAYS TEAMS VS VENUE TIME 

TUESDAY 

07/05 

OPEN A 
BASKETBALL BOYS  

HILLARY  BRUCE PULMAN 1 4.15PM 

THURSDAY 

09/05 

BASKETBALL  
U17 A BOYS  
 U17 B BOYS 

 U17 GIRLS 

 Y9 &Y10 GIRLS   

  
D.L.S 

MANGERE 

MANGERE  
 PAPAKURA 

  
BRUCE PULMAN  
BRUCE PULMAN 5 

BRUCE PULMAN 2 

BRUCE PULMAN 2 

  
8.00PM 

 9.00PM 

 7.00PM 

5.00PM 

SATURDAY 

11/05 

1STXVRUGBY BOYS  
2B RUGBY BOYS  
U15 RUBGY BOYS 

U14 RUGBY BOYS  
 NETBALL 

SNR A 

SNR B 

SNR C 

Y10 A  
Y10 B 

Y9 A 

Y9 B 

Y9 C 
  

MT ROSKILL  
SELWYN 

DILWORTH 

PAPAKURA 
  
MAGS SENIOR 

BARADENE 

BARADENE 

BOTANY 
DOWNS 

AGGS 

ST MARY 

MARCELLIN 

GLENDOWIE 

MT ROSKILL 

OC 1 

OC 1 

OC 1 

 
 COURT 5 

COURT 24 

COURT 5 

COURT 25 

COURT 10 

COURT 24 

COURT 9 

COURT 17 
  

12.00PM 

9.15AM 

11.45AM 

10.30AM 
  
 10.50AM 

10.50AM 

12.00PM 

8.30AM 

9.05AM 

9.40AM 

10.15AM 

10.15AM  
  

 

 

 



 

Stem News 
Skype a Scientist presentation 

Last Friday, two junior Science classes were fortunate to have Dr Margaret Stanley, Associate Professor 

from the University of Auckland visit. Dr Margaret has done extensive research into understanding the 

human impacts on terrestrial biodiversity and ecosystems. Our students were very fortunate to hear of 

her journey through Science and how she has gained her qualifications; BSC(Hons) from Otago and PHD 

from Monash. We hope this presentation inspires our young minds to harness their interest in Science 

through further education. 

 

University of Auckland Pacific Academy 

 On Monday, the University of Auckland Pacific Academy launched at Otahuhu College. This programme 

aims to improve academic outcomes of students, particularly in maths, while supporting the 

development of core literacy skills within a Pasifika cultural setting and a framework of personal and 

leadership development. The selected senior pupils will have two-hour fortnightly Academy sessions run 



at our school by the University’s staff. The first session on 

Monday was followed by a meet and greet between the staff 

and the parents of the Academy students. It was awesome to 

see families supporting their children who are a part of this 

programme! Otahuhu College would like to thank Associate 

Professor Damon Salesa, Josephina Ah Sam, Rennie Atfield-

Douglas and the team for choosing OC to be one of the 8 

schools involved! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


