
 

Otahuhu College Newsletter 

Friday 3 May 2019 

From our Principal 

Term One was a highly successful time for our students and families. Attendance was up significantly on 

previous years and because of this student achievement was also the best it has ever been at the end of 

the first term.  Thank you for your efforts and commitment to making sure your children attend every 

day. 

The holidays were a busy time, with over a third of our students involved in holiday programmes and 

other activities.  Our commitment is to provide the best possible education and opportunities to our 

families, and it is great to see so many students take up these opportunities.  

Finally, I would like to thank everyone for the support they provide Otahuhu College. 

Important Dates 
8 May Lvl3 Geography Trip 

10 May Hospitality NZMA site visit 

13 May Mindsets Programme begins 

15 May Auckland Writers Festival 
Gifted and Talented Seminar 

23 May Parent/Teacher meetings 

26-31 May Arts Week 
Samoan Language Week 

31 May Teacher Only Day 

3 June Queens Birthday 

Parent-Teacher Meetings 
On Thursday 23rd May school will close for instruction at 1:00pm. 

Parent-Teacher Meetings will run from 2:00pm to 7:00pm. It will be an opportunity for Parents to meet 

with Subject Teachers to discuss the current progress of their child.  

Instructions on how to make appointments will be sent out next week. 



Our Commitments 
Our focus for next week is being engaged in lessons. On the basic level it is making sure that every 

students takes individual responsibility to have their books and pens. To make sure that as soon as they 

get into class that they have their books out, bags on the floor, and they are ready to learn.  

For our students to be engaged in their own education, they must be encouraged to read, ask questions, 

actively engage in discussions, write and learn to think critically about challenging material. Every 

mistake our students make, every question they ask, and every time they successfully struggle with a 

concept, their brain grows a little bit stronger and smarter. 

 

Curriculum and Study News 
 

April Holiday Programme (2019) 

Over 110 students from the South Auckland area, wisely invested in their futures, at the start of 

their April holiday’s. 

 Aged from 11 to 14 years old, students from 5 different schools gathered at Otahuhu College 

to take part in enrichment programmes in English, Maths, Commerce, Science and Computing.  

Opportunities in budgeting, robotics, an introduction to Shakespeare, world history, world 

geography and practical investigation skills were offered by (outside) experts. 

 

 

Delicious morning and afternoon tea, and lunch, was provided by Eat My 

Lunch.  It is really pleasing to know that for every lunch we ordered, a 

lunch was donated to another Kiwi Kid in need.   

 

Clearly, it wasn’t all school work. Students also got chances to enjoy the sunny weather, each 

other’s company and more opportunity to make new connections. 

  



Working hard in – and out of - all the classrooms was also captured. Congratulations to our 

students for role modelling enthusiastic learning to other visiting students. Especially since 

students came back into school over the holidays! Participants will be recognised with an 

achievement certificate to acknowledge their work. We look forward to providing further 

opportunities for students to achieve their best success in the future. 

 

 

 

 

Level 3 History - Waitangi Trip 2019 

The year 13 history class had the opportunity to travel up to Waitangi as part of the unit of the 

Treaty of Waitangi. For three days we had the pleasure of experiencing and learning more 

about Maori culture that majority of our class had never experienced before. On the first day of 

our journey we travelled on a bus with 28 history students to Waitangi which took 4 hours, 

during our ride we created a bond with others and our amazing bus driver Roger, who safely 

drove us around during the entire trip. On our drive we visited the battle of Ruapekapeka which 



had giant holes in the ground for the past war battles, this was a new experience as we had 

only seen it on paper and now in person 

When we arrived at Waitangi, we were welcomed onto the Te Tii Marae by the local iwi who 

gave us a heartwarming traditional Powhiri which was something some our students hadn't 

been a part of before. When they introduced themselves, they enlightened us with knowledge 

about their beautiful carvings and the significant meaning it has to them and people in Waitangi 

which brought us closer to them. We were then provided dinner of hangi which they had 

prepared for us hours before hand, all our students enjoyed it very much and afterwards 

helped with cleaning. For the first night we stayed in the marae where we had to set up our 

beddings, some had never sleep in a marae before. During the night it gave our history students 

and teachers to bond before our journey ahead.  

On our second day in Waitangi we had the privilege of going to the historical Waitangi musem. 

We followed around a tour guide who explained the layout of the treaty and the history behind 

it whilst being able to look around. Our history students could explore around the musem and 

all of us were able to see the Waitangi documents and other historical artifacts. This was 

something the year 13 history students really enjoyed because we weren't learning in a 

classroom, we could experience it in person and learn. As well as going to the musem we also 

were able to watch a Maori cultural performance by the people. We amongst other schools and 

people got to watch traditional singing and dancing by the people while also educating us at the 

same time and at the end we were given the honor of singing our school song as our way of 

saying thank you.  

The last day of our trip we traveled to Kororareka by ferry and visited the flag staff hill and 

Christ’s church. Most of our history class had never actually been in this part of New Zealand. 

We were able to explore the church which was also one of the oldest buildings in New Zealand 

and our class had the privilege of being able to see it in person. During the trip our teachers 

would still teach us and remind us about the significance of these buildings and how it relates 

to our assessment. The trip gave us more questions to think about it in terms of our 

understanding about the historical significance and impacts of this unit. Our class members also 

asked good and challenging questions and queried certain historical views held about what 

happened in certain places and the key individuals that were involved where we visited.   

Overall the history trip for 2019 was an amazing experience most students described the trip 

being an unforgettable journey and a fun way of learning that our class will forever remember. 

It was trip that brought our learning very much to life and expanded our minds. This trip wasn’t 

just for learning about the treaty but also creating a bond with other within our classroom. Our 

class was were honored that we were able to represent the school while we were down there.      

Leonie Stewart (Year 13) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MegaSchools 

 

This year 22 students participated in the MegaSchool competition held at the New Zealand Hip Hop 

National competition. They competed on the same stage as World Hip Hop Champions and represented 

themselves, their families and our school proudly.  

The crew has been rehearsing for 10 weeks in the lead up to this event and their work shows in the high-

quality performance. The most important part of MegaSchool’s is the way the students learn to work 

together as a team, discipline and commitment; the fact they get to learn these important life skills while 

dancing is a bonus. The crew will perform to the school later this term in Arts Week and will tour the dance 

to local primary and intermediate schools as well. We look forward to next year’s MegaSchool Crew. 

Ports of Auckland Trip 

On 9 April 57 students from the Level 2 Economics and Tourism classes travelled to Auckland CBD for 

the annual Ports of Auckland field trip. 

The purpose of our trip was to give: 

Economics students the opportunity to study trade and the 

effects of imports and exports on the New Zealand 

economy; and have Tourism students examine the economic 

effects of tourism on the New Zealand economy. They were 

to focus on tourism hot spots around Britomart and the 

Viaduct. 

 Our trip allowed us to observe activities within the inner 

harbour, letting everyone understand the importance of the 

Ports and the constant development of Auckland Harbour to 

accommodate the large containers and their ever-increasing cargo.  



￼  

 

 

 

 

The Auckland CBD and Downtown are presently under going 

redevelopment, and we were able to see for ourselves the 

impact of this on pedestrians and traffic. Auckland is 

constantly changing, and it is always interesting to see the 

progress each year.  

 Our trip was very successful, largely due to great weather 

and the impressive attitude of our students. They were 

wonderful ambassadors for our school and a pleasure to be 

with. Again, we need to thank Ms. Ellis-Smith for her 

organisation and the care she takes to make this trip a 

success. 

 

    This trip was truly a hair-raising experience 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Sports News 

WINTER SPORT AFTER-SCHOOL TRAINING DAYS 

MONDAY:      TUESDAY 

U19 Boys Basketball: Gym   Girls & Junior Boys Soccer: Lower fields 

Girls Rugby: Pavilion    U17 Boys Basketball: Gym 

1st XIII League: Pavilion    1st XV, 2nd XV, U14 & U15 Boys Rugby: Pavilion 

WEDNESDAY:      THURSDAY: 

Girls Basketball: Gym    All Boys Rugby teams: Pavilion 

Senior Boys Soccer: Lower fields  FRIDAY: 

Girls Rugby: Pavilion    1st XIII League: Pavilion     

1st XIII League: Pavilion 

 

SPORTS DRAW FOR THE WEEK ENDING 5th MAY 2019 

DAYS TEAMS VS VENUE TIME 

SATURDAY 

04/05 

1ST XV RUGBY 
BOYS  
NETBALL 

SNR A 

SNR B 

SNR C 

Y10 A  
Y10 B 

Y9 A 

Y9 B 

TAMAKI 
COLLEGE 
  
BOTANY 
DOWNS 

GLENDOWIE 

MARIST SENIOR  
GLENDOWIE  
BOTANY 
DOWNS  
CUTHBERTS  
PAKURANGA 

PAVILION 
  
COURT 7 

COURT 28 

COURT 6 

COURT 24 

COURT 13 

COURT 24 

COURT 6 
  

12.00PM 
  
10.50AM 

10.50AM 

12.00PM 

8.30AM 

9.05AM 

9.40AM 

10.15AM 
  

 

  



 

University Entrance  

On Wednesday 17th April we 

were very fortunate to have 

Waikato University host a special 

On – Campus experience day for 

our school during the holidays. 

We had 14 year 13 students who 

attended this field day and all 

who were intending on studying 

at The University of Waikato.  

The students were given the 

opportunity to become familiar 

with the space when they were 

given the full student experience 

during the Campus tour. This allowed them to gain a better understanding of the following: 

 Programmes 

 Courses 

 Student Support Services 

 Accomodation 

 Sporting opportunities 

 Scholarships  

The University of Waikato were also able to guide our students through the application 

process in which will benefit our students for when their time comes to enrolling in to 

University! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Stem News 
Level 3 Chemistry Gold Mine Field Trip 

 

Year 13 Chemistry students travelled to the Waihi Gold Mine 

mid-week. Aiming to gain 3 credits in chemistry, students 

have been tasked to write a report that demonstrates their 

understanding of processes involved in the extraction of gold 

(from ore) using cyanide. Using chemistry knowledge, 

students are also being asked to write about the Impact of 

gold mining on the environment. 

 

 

 

Working in the Gold Industry was highlighted by a chat from the on-site               

 Metallurgist. Other than the technical chemistry - involved in reducing the effects of toxic chemicals that are 

released into our environment, so that we can get gold - we also found out that their starting annual salary was more 

than $60,000.  They graduated from university with a chemical engineering degree. 

 

From 1879 to 1952, the Martha Mine (above) raised over $600 million (NZ) worth of gold. Strict compliance for dust, 

noise and blast vibrations are monitored daily. Astoundingly, the noise levels they are aiming for, match the same 

as a quiet working chemistry classroom. Additionally, there are about 62km worth of underground tunnels where 

gold is also mined on the site. 

Importantly, the company adheres to high standards of 

environmental policies. One key focus is on the water and 

chemicals that are used to get gold, which can then be safely 

put back into our water systems. Oceana operations, the gold 

mining company, have a rehabilitation programme for 

different areas of their sites. For example, once mining at the 

Martha site is finished, it will be filled with water from the run 



off of the local river. The hole will take 9 years to fill!  The lake 

that is formed will be used for recreational purposes by the 

community.  Now, there are 4 drops of waste chemicals for 

every 50 litres of water that are returned to our environment. 

All that remains, is for your students to complete their reports, 

which are due in week 8 of term 2. Chemistry knowledge is 

being put into action for the benefit of our environment! 

 

 

 

Math tutorial information 

Coming into term 2 there will be A LOT of tutorials occurring throughout our senior classes. The details are as follows: 

 Monday: University of Auckland Pacific Academy - selected level 2 & level 3 Pasifika students  

 Tuesday: CAL3U tutorials in A9 run by SNY  

 Wednesday: 1U tutorials run by class teachers. 

o Level 1 intervention boosters: 3 students from each class is assigned a personal tutor run in A9. 

Supervised by SNY. 

 Thursday: Drop in centre in the library. Targeted for junior school, 1C and 2C. 

o 2U tutorials run by class teachers. 

o Level 2 intervention boosters: 3 students from each class is assigned a personal tutor run in A9. 

Supervised by SNY 

We strongly advise students to attend these sessions. Staff members and tutors have agreed to give up their 

afternoon to ensure the students achieve. Please support us by ensuring your child comes along. Afternoon tea will 

be provided. 

  

 

 



 

Important dates in STEM  

Please encourage your child to attend school regularly, attendance is a vital aspect in passing their upcoming 

assessments. Refer to the information below: 

 Year 13 Biology assessment is due 6th May. 

 Year 13 Physics assessment starts week 2 (6th May) 

 

Upcoming events 

 6th May 2019 - University of Auckland Pacific Academy – selected students and their family's 

introduction session 5pm-6pm in the Otahuhu College library 

 8th May 2019 - Math lecture at the University Auckland city campus 4pm-7pm 

 

 

Career Information 
Gateway News 

Big congratulations to all the students who attended and completed courses and work experience 

placements over the holidays! We had a total of 56 students participate in programmes ranging from 

Countdown work experience to a First Aid course. We also had 6 students working on a mural in 

Otahuhu to help make the area more beautiful. 

It is important that students treat these placements and courses like a job, and a bit part of this is being 

punctual. Please support and encourage your students in this when they are taking part, 

 



 

 

 

This Monday, our Warehouse students also started their placement – gaining retail experience every 

Monday throughout the term. We wish them all the best as they work hard!  

Many more up and coming placements, so watch this space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


