
 

Otahuhu College Newsletter 

Friday 5 July 2019 

From our Principal 
 

Welcome to the last newsletter of the term, and what a successful term it has been. Today we celebrate 

Matiriki with our traditional school haka and waiata competition. For the first time we had a hangi and it 

was great to see our Maori whanau present in numbers. 

Our Year 9 students have experienced their first ever examinations, our senior students are going from 

strength to strength and academically Otahuhu College students are demonstrating that they are hard 

working, committed and have inquiring minds. Little wonder that the results are up with other top 

schools. On the sporting and cultural side it has been a successful and busy term as well. This week our 

performing art students showcased their creative talents to local schools, and our sporting teams 

continue their charge towards the top of their respective competitions.  

OC never sleeps, and over the holidays there are tutorials, workshops, rehearsals and practices and it is 

fantastic that so many of our students take up these opportunities. Thank you for your support this 

term, may you and your family have an enjoyable break and I look forward to seeing your sons and 

daughters at the start of the third term 

 

Important Dates 
 

22 July Start of Term Three 

5 - 9 August Cook Island Language Week 

6 August School Reports will be emailed 

12 – 16 August Smilecare On Site 

15 – 16 August Year 11 Leadership Camp 

15 August Junior NCEA Evening 

22 August Parent Teacher Interviews 

 

 



Our Commitments 
 

Over the next two weeks it is a good opportunity to encourage your sons and daughters to read. As a 

proud educational institution, our focus is for students to enjoy their learning experience at Otahuhu 

College – so much so, that they leave with a passion for lifelong learning. Continuous reading allows for 

continuing education. One of the greatest gifts a parent can give to their child, which is guaranteed to 

enhance their education and future prospects, is the ability to develop early reading habits and instil the 

notion of reading for pleasure. 

 

Curriculum and Study News 
 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

Help Centre  

Our students have the opportunity to attend specific English Help Centre’s with their subject teacher to 

gain consistent and specific guidance. Please encourage your son/daughter to attend these additional 

sessions.  

In addition, if your son/daughter is At Risk in English, please remember that these sessions are 

compulsory as per the letter which was sent home via email and/or post by Ms Norgate (HoD) at the 

end of Term 2. Please check with your child who their English teacher is and be aware of when these 

sessions are happening in line with the below. This additional time can make a great difference in their 

progress and achievement here at Otahuhu College regarding gaining Literacy, which is essential in any 

manner of education and progression into the workplace environment.  

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

A4 Ms Hibbs 

A5 Ms Duynhoven 

A6 Ms Norgate 

A7 Ms Walker 

M8 Mr Martin 

M7 Ms Devi 

 

A2 Mr Turner 

A3 Ms Garrett 

A8 Ms Meagher 

 

 



Approaching assessment deadlines at the beginning of Term 3 

Whilst it is now time to take a moment to pause and collect ourselves after a long term, there are some 

very important assessment deadlines approaching for our Senior school at the beginning of Term 3. Ms 

Duynhoven and Ms Garrett are kindly coming in during the holidays to provide space and extensive 

support to ensure students are on track to meeting these deadlines to an achieved standard. Please 

encourage your son/daughter to take advantage of this additional tutorial time during the holidays with 

the English teachers.  

These additional tutorials will be held in A1 on Tuesday 16th and Thursday 18th July 9am – 2pm. 

English course Assessment Due date 
English Literature Level 2 2.4 Writing Portfolio  

(6 UE Writing credits) 

Friday 26th July (Term 3, Week 1) 

English Literature Level 3 3.8 Research (4 UE Reading credits) Friday 2nd August (Term 3, Week 2) 

English Visual Level 3 3.8 Research (4 UE Reading credits) Friday 26th July (Term 3, Week 1) 

 

VISUAL ARTS 

Holiday Tutorials for Level 1, 2 and 3 Art Students will run on the following days: 

Thursday 18th July       9.00am- 12 pm 

Friday 19th July             9.00am- 12 pm 

Please encourage your child to attend. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me: 
gpitcher@otahuhucollehge.school.nz 

 

Technology 

“Tuhinga Huihinga” - Garden Edging (Handover Ceremony) 

    

 

mailto:gpitcher@otahuhucollehge.school.nz


Mathematics 

Congratulations to the Mathex 9B team for getting a 3rd place out of eleven Year 9 teams from different 

colleges in the second round of the South Auckland Mathex. 

 

 

Health and Physical Education Department 

On Friday 28th June, two of our Year 12 Physical Education classes participated in the Tough Guy Tough 

Gal competition as part of their level 2 practical assessment worth 4 credits in Helensville. The classes 

who are taught by Mr Ali and Mr Fa’aumu, spent the first 8 weeks of term 2 training to improve their 

fitness and muscular endurance by running and working out in the strength and conditioning room with 

Mr Ridgway. We were fortunate to have beautiful weather on the day. Congratulations to all the 

students who participated and completed the 6km event – that is certainly something to be proud of! 

Thank you to Mr Fa’aumu, Mr Ali and Mr Ridgway who drove the students, and participated in the 

event.  

 



 

 

 

Tereora College Visit 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POLYNESIAN PANTHERS VISIT OC 

On Tuesday 2nd July, members of the Polynesian Panthers were invited to speak to our level 1 History 

classes about their experiences as young Polynesians living in 1970s New Zealand. The Polynesian 

panthers consisted of Melani Anae, Will Illolahia, Alec Toleafoa and Tigilau Ness. The discussion points 

were based on the dawn raids. Polynesians targeted for ‘overstaying’ when their visas apparently had 

expired and were then deported back to the islands.  

The level 1 History classes last internal focuses on this key historical event as well looking into the main 

causes of the dawn raids as well as the short- term and long-term consequences of the dawn raids. A 

key point the panthers wanted to get across is that this is a part of New Zealand’s history that should 

not be ignored, and that its everyone's history irrespective of where you come from. We all come from 

somewhere.  

Tereora College Visit 

The department was also fortunate to 

receive a visit from Raukura Ellison a 

Health and Physical Education teacher 

at Tereora College in the Cook Islands. 

Raukura was interested in learning 

more about the senior Health 

programme at Otahuhu College and 

visited classrooms to observe lessons 

and talk with students.  

 

 



 

 

The Polynesian Panthers also wanted to acknowledge Mrs Rogers, who was the one that started this 

dialogue 7 years ago, when they first came along to speak to our very first ever level 1 History group in 

the school hall. We were not too sure how this would go, but it was worth every moment. They have 

gone on to speak to other high schools across the region, social organizations have invited them to 

speak to their groups and now they have gone into to speak at intermediates and primary schools.  

We are proud to say that we were the first ever pilot speaking engagement program 7 years ago. 

Massive shout out and thank you to Jay for the carving gifts we presented to the group and to Arnet Levi 

(Year 11) who did an excellent job in thanking the group for coming. 

 



 

 

 

 

Gateway 
July holidays will be a busy time for Gateway students, with a total of 12 different placements and 

courses scheduled! It is important that students registered for these holidays understand the 

importance of reliability and good communication. Being on time or letting Miss Chamberlin or your 

employer know if you are running late is important. They can contact me on 

mchamberlin@otahuhucollege.school.nz or 020 4169 3852. 

It is also vital that students understand their commitments when signing up to a course or work 

experience –as mentioned on their permission slips they must attend all days of the course or they 

will be charged the cost of the programme. 

Scheduled for the holidays: 

Air NZ Baggage Handling – Mon –Fri, 8th - 19th Jul 

Totara Hospice Retail – Mon –Fri, 8th - 19th Jul 

Customer Service Level 2 – Mon 8th, Tues 9th Jul 

Totara Hospice Distribution – Mon 8th, Tues 9th, Fri 12th, Mon 15th, Tues 16th  

First Aid – Weds 10th - Thurs 11th  

Communication and Assertiveness – Thurs 11th - Fri 12th 

mailto:mchamberlin@otahuhucollege.school.nz


Rangatahi Auckland City Hospital – Mon 15th - Fri 19th 

Maritime Museum Holiday Programme – Mon 15th - Fri 19th 

Cut Above Hairdressing and Barbering – Mon 15th - Fri 19th 

NZST Flight Attending – Mon 15th - Fri 19th 

Techtorium (Programming, Computer Engineering, Business Data Science) - Tues 16th - Thurs 18th 

Communication and Confidence – Weds 17th - Fri 19th  

 

A huge congratulations for all those who have taken part in placements throughout Term 2. Students 

have worked at the Warehouse, Totara Hospice, Middlemore Hospital Reception, Chorus 

Telecommunications and Red Badge Security and volunteered doing a beach cleanup with Sustainable 

Coastlines. 

 

 

The Warehouse students: 

 

 

Sustainable Coastlines Beach Cleanup, Weds 26th - Fri 28th June: 



A group of 12-15 students worked together over three days to clean up three beaches and pick up the 

rubbish found there. Eastern Beach, Little Bucklands Beach and Bucklands Beach are all looking a lot 

cleaner and free of polluting rubbish! On Friday, representatives from Sustainable Coastlines came to 

talk about rubbish and its journey to the oceans and give us some ideas on how we can continue to help. 

We also sorted the collected rubbish to get an idea of what we collected – cigarette butts and soft 

plastics being a big figure! Huge thank you to the students who participated and Mr Srisawat who 

helped organise. 

 

 

 

University Entrance  

-Year 13 and Year 12 students, have an AUT South Experience Day-Teaching opportunity Tuesday 9 July 

- first week of the holidays. Register On-Line at AUT. 

AUT Ignite for Year 12 and 13 information day 



9th July North Campus 
10th July  South Campus (including Sport & recreation) 
11th July City Campus 

 If your son/daughter is thinking of studying at AUT this is a great opportunity.  If your son/daughter is 

planning to work in the Christmas/January holidays, and unable to attend the AUT UniPrep programme, 

this is a good alternative. Register On-Line at AUT - Ignite. 

Year 12 Impact day – Wednesday July 17th 2019 

Time: 10am – 2pm        Where: Owen G Building, University of Auckland 

University of Auckland – Future Student Evenings  

Future Student Evenings are the opportunity for parents and students to hear about what the University 

of Auckland has to offer. 

Auckland Central - Tuesday 13 August 2019 

Time: 6pm       Where: Sir Owen G Glenn Building, Level 0 

 12 Grafton Road, Auckland 

 

 

South Auckland - Thursday 15 August 2019 

Time: 6pm         Where: Vodafone Events Centre, Sir Noel Robinson Conference Centre, Meeting Room 1 

 Manukau, Auckland 

Education and Social Work experience day – Thursday 8 August  

Time: 9.45am - 2.30pm          Where: Epsom Campus 

IMPORTANT: Students must register online – Please visit University websites to Keep up to date with 

upcoming events and information evenings.  

Holiday workshops – Monday to Friday 9am – 3pm 

Mr Say Srisawat will be available during the holidays in the careers room to help with scholarships and 

University enrolment/applications. Please encourage your son/daughter to make the most of this 

opportunity to plan for University next year.  

It is also important that students can provide a form of photo ID e.g Passport or a driver's license. If not, 

a school photo ID can also be purchased. 

 



Career Information 
-Ms Cusack will be available the second week of the holidays from Tuesday 16 July 9am to 3pm for any 

students/parents/caregivers that want to drop in for a career discussion. 

-In October 2018, New Zealand's largest scholarships database was launched. To break down the 

financial barrier to education, this service to New Zealand is offered for free. 

https://studyspy.ac.nz/ 

-New ‘after school work’ free website for teenagers. Workplace learning compliments school and can 

teach life skills, work ethic and responsibility. 

www.teenjobs.co.nz/register  

FUTURE OF WORK 

Find out what jobs are currently on New Zealand's long term, immediate, and construction and 

infrastructure skill shortage lists, within the following industries. Only some jobs are highlighted here. 

Top 20 jobs worth studying for are also incorporated in bold letters. 

 Arts and Media  (Animator/Digital Artist) 

 Hospitality, Tourism and Recreation  (Chef, Sports Coaches) 

 Farming, Fishing, Forestry and Mining  (Arborist-plant & remove trees, prune & treat disease)-

jobs available for school-leavers-see Ms Cusack), Farm worker, 

 Construction and Infrastructure (Bricklayer, Carpenter, Electrician, Floor covering installer, 

Glazier (possible jobs available, see Ms Cusack, Joiner (from Unitec) Plumber (from MIT), 

Plasterer, Quantity Surveyor (from Unitec or Future Skills-Manukau), Roofer, Scaffolder-jobs 

available for school leavers-see Ms Cusack), Stonemason 

 Business  

 Health and Community  (General Practitioner/Medical Doctor, Midwife (AUT South),   

Physiotherapist, Radiographer, Registered Nurse/Nurse Practitioner, Surgeon) 

 IT and Telecommunications (IT-Game Developer (need Maths & Physics), IT Helpdesk/Support 

Technician, Software Developer/Programmer) (Telecommunications-Line Mechanic, 

Telecommunications Technician) 

 Education and Social Sciences ( Teacher-Early Childhood (and Primary & Secondary)) 

 Engineering  (Automotive Electrician, Refinisher (Painter), Technician, Collision Repair 

(Panelbeater), Refrigeration/Airconditioning Technician, Civil Engineer,( all from MIT) and 13 

other occupations 

 Transport and Logistics (Heavy truck drivers) 

 Science (Food Technologist (from University of Auckland or Massey University-Albany), Medical 

Laboratory Scientist, Medical Physicist) 

 Animal Care and Conservation  (Veterinarian, Environmental Scientist) 

https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/arts-and-media#results
https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/hospitality-tourism-and-recreation#results
https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/farming-fishing-forestry-and-mining#results
https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/construction-and-infrastructure#results
https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/business#results
https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/health-and-community#results
https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/it-and-telecommunications#results
https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/education-and-social-sciences#results
https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/engineering#results
https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/transport-and-logistics#results
https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/science#results
https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/animal-care-and-conservation#results


 Manufacturing  (Baker (from MIT or AUT-City), Metal Worker, Plastics Technician (need 

Chemisty & Maths), Winemaker) 

 Finance and Property  (Accountant) 

WORK READINESS 

-Otahuhu College offers CV workshops after school, facilitated by Youth Workers from STRIVE and 

Solomon Group, on specified Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  Miss Chamberlin posts the dates in advance 

on the school noticeboards. Students planning to apply for Scholarships also need a CV. 

-In addition, WorkChoice, part of the Skills organisation, are facilitating’ Skills To Make It’ workshops for 

Year 13 students in M2/M3 on Fridays from 9 August. These workshops provide activities to highlight 

the seven (7) skills employers are looking for: Positive Attitude, Teamwork, Communication, 

Willingness to Learn, Self-Management, Resilience and Thinking Skills. See Ms Cusack/Miss Chamberlin 

or Mr Finau to ensure a place. 

 

Coming Up next Term 

-Year 13/12 Women In Trades school students event, Thursday 22 August 3pm-7pm Exhibitors and 

speakers. See Ms Cusack if you would like to attend. NOTE: Same day as Parent/Teacher interviews so 

appointments would need to be made for 2pm to ensure we reach the venue on time. 

-Year 13/12 Open Days for all the Tourism private training establishments, Crown Institute, International 

Travel College, and NZ School of Tourism see their webpages or Ms Cusack. 

-Year 11 Pacific Island Leaders of Tomorrow (PILOT) Dean’s nominees for 10 places and Year 11 KATTI 

leadership and career development for students with Maori heritage. 

-Year 10 Dean’s nominees for the University of Auckland Orientation workshop 

 
 
Library News 

Matariki in the library 

https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/manufacturing#results
https://www.careers.govt.nz/job-hunting/whats-happening-in-the-job-market/jobs-in-skill-shortage/result/finance-and-property#results


  

Massive thanks to Whaea Waikaraka and the Te Reo Maori classes for creating our Matariki 

display in the library this week.  Students and staff were invited to put a name of a loved one on 

our Matariki display.  The story of Te Waka a Rangi says the waka net is cast and captures the 

souls of those that have passed and when Matariki arises again the net is cast into the sky and the 

souls turn into stars.  

 



 

Upcoming events: 

 15-19 JUL:  Talanoa workshops  

 29th JUL – 2nd AUG:  Cook Island Language week  

 5th – 10 AUG:  SS cluster chess competition 

 12th –16th AUG:  Poetry week  


