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From our Principal 
It has been very pleasing to see how focussed our senior students have been leading up to exam week. 

Examinations for seniors begin on Monday and continue to Friday. The feedback the students will 

receive will be important for their study plans for NCEA. Some students get anxious around 

examinations and the best way to prevent this is for them to be well-prepared and to know that they 

have put in the effort. Good revision is always well-rewarded.  Most subjects run revision classes in 

addition to their normal classes. When teachers make this effort in their own time, it is important that 

students take advantage of their generosity. It is difficult to study something you don't understand and 

students must ask their teacher to explain if they find themselves in this situation. As a school, we will 

do all we can to support our students to achieve their best. 

 

Important Dates 
16 – 20 September Senior Exams 

17 – 18 September Year 10 Science Trip 

23 – 27 September Tongan Language Week 

24 September Year 9 Speech Competition 

25 September Arts Awards Evening 

14 – 18 October Niue Language Week 

14 October Term 4 Commences 

 

Our Commitments 
Our commitment next week is to be respectful.  Being respectful includes being aware of the language 

we use both at school and to and from school. Swearing is not acceptable, and can often make 

situations worse than they need to be. A key to success is keeping calm under pressure.  Students also 

demonstrate respect by the way they wear their uniforms, again this is both to and from school. The 

vast majority of students look well dressed as they come to school and thanks to all the families for your 

hard work which makes this possible. Just a reminder that our young men should be in school socks, or 

plain black socks. 



Curriculum and Study News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Staff News 
Last week Ms Ruwhiu Toms, Head of Maori Department, was privileged to be a part of the Asia Pacific 

Alumni Gathering in Kuala Lumpur. This was a teachers conference shared with over 100 participants 

from 11 countries including the Phillipines, Nepal, Japan and India. It  was a space to share experiences, 

hear inspiration and learn tools for best practice. Spending 3 days surrounded by like minded people 

aiming to come up with solutions to inequity within schools was an amazing experience. There were skill 

building sessions, reflections and collaborations which lead to a lot of learning, understanding and 

acknowledgement of each others culture. This trip was an amazing experience and opened my eyes to 

the world. It also served as a reminder of how lucky we are in New Zealand in terms of education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Stem News 
Practical's in Science 

This week saw our Year 9 classes involved in studying the 

human body systems. One system covered is the 

respiratory system and our students got to dissect the 

lungs of a sheep. They were fascinated to see how a piece 

of the lung could float on water and when squeezed would 

release bubbles. If you have a son or daughter in Year 9, 

ask them about the parts of the lung and how they work. 

As you can see from the photos, there was a lot of 

excitement around dissecting the tissue and having a good 

look inside each lung. 

   

 

Career Information 
STUDY 

2020 is likely to be the last year for the ‘Fees Free’ programme.  

All tertiary applicants need to start with completing the brief questionnaire at www.feesfree.govt.nz 

website to establish eligibility.               (Note: only available to permanent residents after three years 

from date of residency granted.)     All tertiary applicants then need to also apply to Study Link for the 

Fees Free to be applied to their programme costs. 

Students intending to take advantage of the last year of ‘Fees Free’ at MIT or UNITEC are advised to 

start the enrollment process soon, as ‘first in gets a place’ is how polytechnics operate.  An enrolment 

session will be offered on Tuesday 24 September and Wednesday 25 September in the Careers room at 

lunchtimes.  Bring your original ID for copying and ‘certifying’. 

Students applying to any of the three Tourism colleges, International Travel College, Crown Institute or 

NZ School of Tourism, are also encouraged to start the enrolment process soon and to arrange for their 

interview/assessment during these school holidays. If a student has a prior commitment during the 

http://www.feesfree.govt.nz/


holidays and needs to attend on a school day, please make your appointment for after 2.30pm on a 

Thursday or Friday. Scholarships are offered by these colleges (terms and conditions apply). 

For all other tertiary enrolments, just a reminder that Miss Glennis Boyle is a Justice of the Peace who 

after ‘sighting the original, can ‘certify’ a copy of your ID and other required documents. 

Year 13 students should use their personal gmail or other email address, for tertiary applications, not 

their school email, as this cancels out before the end of the year. 

WORK 

Full-time vacancies for school leavers are still available in Warehousing/Stores, Logistics (Cadetship 

with other opportunities), Baking (Apprenticeship-local) and Engineering (Apprenticeship-local NOT 

automotive). See Ms Cusack for further details. 

 

Library News 

KIA ORA!  The library is alive and well facilitating activities and programs in collaboration with 
departments within the school and around the community for all students here at Otahuhu 
College.  Feel free to visit us at our school library if you have any questions regarding upcoming 
events and clubs' students take part in.   
 
Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori 2019 
Tī Tī tōrea stick game in the library was heaps of fun, learning and sharing about the game 
during lunch break this week. 
 

 



  
 
 
 
Tongan Language week with Auckland Public Libraries  
Blessed to take part and celebrate Tongan Language week with community down the road at 
Mangere East Public Library.  Fakamalo atu to our group singers Taufa Latu, Emily Latu and 
Tevita Mahina for representing Otahuhu College at this event.   
 

  



 

 

 
 
University of Auckland visit  
Student librarians were selected to take part in Ms Paea’s Tongan class trip to Auckland 
University last week for Tongan Language week.  Our student librarians also had the 
opportunity to meet and talanoa with Judy Mcfall-McCaffery, the Pacific Academic Engagement 
Adviser for UoA Libraries and learning services.   
 

  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Fundraising 
NGA MIHI to all family, friends & staff who have supported our fundraising this year.  Our 
student librarians have worked extra hard to fund their end of year event to celebrate as a 
group, the service they provide in and around our school community throughout the year.   
 
 

  
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 


