
 

Otahuhu College Newsletter 

Friday 20 September 2019 

From our Principal 
 

Congratulations to all our senior students for their efforts over this last week with exams. Over the next 

week students will be getting their results back, this is an important time for both students and for their 

families. Some students will be pleased with their results, others will be disappointed, that is the nature 

of these exams at this time of year. The key is not to be satisfied and to look at ways to improve.  As 

parents it is very easy to focus on the marks our children got, and to talk to our daughters and sons about 

the need to improve. The better way to help our children is to talk about their preparation for the exams. 

How can they improve their preparation? Areas to talk about will be attending the tutorials, studying at 

home and making sure your son or daughter knows from their teachers which particular area they need 

to work on to get better.  

Over the next week and during the holidays we will be looking at our Year 13 cohort and looking at how 

we can help ensure as many as possible gain University Entrance and Level 3. For some there might be 

changes to their timetable giving them more time to focus on studying for their University Entrance 

subjects. 

Wednesday sees our annual Arts Awards, which is always an amazing showcase of the talent and hard 

work of our students and staff. It is always an enjoyable night and it is great to see so many families come 

along to support thier children. 

 

Important Dates 
23-27 September Tongan Language Week 

24 September Year 9 Speech Competition 

25 September Arts Awards Evening 

14 October School Commences 

14-18 October Niue Language Week 

23 October Service Awards Evening 

28 Oct – 1 Nov Tokelau Language Week 

30 October Music Showcase 

31 Oct – 1 Nov Year 9 & 10 Leadership Camp 



Our Commitments 
Our focus for next week is being engaged in lessons. On the basic level it is making sure that every 

students takes individual responsibility to have their books and pens. To make sure that as soon as they 

get into class that they have their books out, bags on the floor, and they are ready to learn. 

 

Student Representative 

OTAHUHU COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

ELECTION OF STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE 

 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

Aneeq Khan                                                         26 

Ilmarie Kazakevics                                              40 

Talha Khan                                                          50 

Triyash Chetty                                                     93 

Caroline Tuuau                                                  201 

Caroline Tuuau is therefore declared duly elected. 

  

Curriculum and Study News 
 

 

English 

Week 1 

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd - Level 1 Further 

assessment from 9.00am – 3pm 

Tuesday 1st - Level 3 Speech writing workshop 9.00am 

– 3pm 

Music 

Week 1 

Friday 4th – in Music Department from 9.00 – 1pm.  

Week 2 

Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th - in Music Department 

from 9.00am – 1pm. 



Week 2 

Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th - Level 2 Further 

assessment from 9.00am – 3pm 

Tuesday 8th - Level 3 Speech writing workshop from 

9.00am – 3pm 

Music workshops are available for students to 

complete assessments they are behind in. The 

tutorials are a requirement for students to complete 

the course. 

 

Maths 

Week 1 

Tuesday 1st – MAT2U open to all students in A13 from 

9.15am – 12.30pm. 

Social Sciences 

Week 1 

Tuesday 1st & Wednesday 2nd – in M19 from 9.00am – 

12pm. Internal assessments catch-ups for Geography 

and History. Specific students have been notified and 

letters sent home. 

Art 

Week 1 & 2 

Visual Art Tutorials in M27 and M28 for both 

Thursdays 3rd & 10th and Fridays 4th & 11th 9am-1pm 

Week 2 

Art Design Tutorials in M1 Wednesday 9th Thursday 

10th and Friday 11th 9am-3pm 

Health 

Week 1 

Tuesday 1st Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd – from 

8.30am – 2.30pm. Health revision and completing 

assessments for any student in Health/PE classes 

 

Science 

Week 1 

Tuesday 1st – Year 12 Physics Electrical and Mechanics in L5 from 9.30am – 2.30pm 

Wednesday 2nd – Year 13 Physics Electrical and Mechanics in TBlock 

Wednesday 2nd – Level 2 Chemistry in TBlock from 9am-1pm 

Thursday 3rd – Year 13 Physics waves in TBlock from 10am – 2.30pm 

Thursday 3rd – Level 3 Chemistry in TBlock from 9am – 1pm 

 

Week 2  

Monday 7th & Tuesday 8th - 3.7 Bio further assessment opportunity in L8 from 9.30am – 2pm 

Monday 7th & Tuesday 8th - L1 Genetics in L3 & L9 from 9.30am – 2pm 

Wednesday 9th – Year 13, 3.6 Bio in L9.  L1 selected elements in L8 from 9.30am – 2pm 

Thursday 10th – Bio 3.3 revision in L9 from 9.30am – 2pm 

Friday 11th – L2 Bio in L9 from 9.30am – 2pm 

 

 

 

 



Stem News 
Stream Water testing - COMET 

On Tuesday the 17th of September students from 10A went on a class trip to Little Huia stream 

in the Waitakere ranges. The purpose of the trip was to investigate water quality of the 

Waitakere Ranges compared to Seaside Park in Otahuhu. The Little Huia was a pristine stream 

that contained a lot of biodiversity. Students found baby dragonflies, freshwater shrimp and 

many more species in the river.  

 

          

 

Following our trip on Tuesday we went to investigate water quality at seaside park in Otahuhu. 

At seaside park we found higher levels of pollutants and rubbish such toothbrushes and tires in 

the stream. However, we still managed to observe organisms living in their natural 

environments. We found a lot of crabs, shrimp and baby fish. Overall students found that 

Seaside park has been affected by urbanisation in the general Otahuhu area. Students have 

been coming up with ideas about how we could improve water quality, this includes riparian 

planting around streams, monitoring drainage, washing our cars on the grass and removing 

litter from our water ways. 



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

Community News 
 

 

 

Partnered with Vector E Pro-8 and the University of Auckland, Faculty of Arts, Otahuhu College will host a  

two-day holiday programme for students in Years 9 &10.   

The programme will run on Monday 30 September and Tuesday 1 October from 8.30am - 4.00pm. Morning tea and lunch will 

be provided at no cost.  

Students should make their own way to Otahuhu College hall at the start of the day, using the front school entrance off 

Mangere Road. Students will need to be collected from the same place at the end of the day.    

 

 

With E Pro 8, students will work on:  
-               Problem Solving 
-               Building and Construction 
-               Practical Maths (aka the fun kind of maths) 
-               Electronics 

  

With the University of Auckland, students will have 
workshops on:  
- Writing SLAM poetry  
- Food anthropology 
- Historical CSI : deciphering materials to gain knowledge of 
the past 

  



  

 

 

 

 


