
 

Otahuhu College Newsletter 

Friday 1 November 2019 

From our Principal 
 

Congratulations to all our senior students, their families for what has been our most successful academic 

year so far. NCEA internals are showing the highest pass rate, and more Merit and Excellence grades 

than ever before. Preparation for exams are well under way, and it is great to see so many students 

taking advantage of the tutorials available and most importantly making time to study and revise at 

home. 

As a community we are looking forward to celebrating our senior students’ success at the prize-givings 

next week. I also want to acknowledge all those who are not getting prizes, their contribution to 

Otahuhu College is vibrant and positive, the successes of the few winning prizes is made possible by the 

support and efforts of the many. 

We have so much to be proud of and I look forward to celebrating our students next week. 

 

Important Dates 
 

4 – 8 November Smilecare on site 

5 November Years 11 & 12 Prizegiving at 1.00pm in school 
hall 
Years 13 Graduation at 7.00pm in school hall 

8 November NCEA Exams start 

14 November Sports Awards Evening 

27 & 28 November Junior Exams 

22 November Last day for Seniors 

28 November Year 12 Leadership Day 

6 December Junior Prizegiving  

 

 



Our Commitments 

Prize Giving  ceremonies for seniors will take place next Tuesday.   

To accommodate the Senior (Years 11 & 12) Prize Giving, the Junior school (Years 
9 & 10) will be released at 12.20pm.  They are expected to go home. 

For Senior Prizegiving (Year 11 and 12) parking will be on Golf Avenue or Mangere 
Road. This Prizegiving will start at 1pm.  

For Year 13 Graduation   the gates will be closed to all but invited guests at 
6.30pm. Friends and family coming to either ceremony are reminded that parking 
is limited in the College grounds, and that parking on Mangere Rd, or Golf Avenue 
makes for a speedier departure.  

At the end of the Graduation ceremony cars parked behind M Block will exit from 
the Golf Avenue exit. Those parked in front of M Block will exit left onto Mangere 
Road.  

 

Uniform 

For all students correct uniform is to be worn.  Key points to note: 

 Shoes are to be completely black and polished 
 Our young men are to wear school socks or plain black socks 
 Shirts and or Blazers- no jerseys or jackets. 

The deans can help any individual student to ensure they can take part in prizegiving. Please 
see them on the Monday if there are any issues. 

 

Curriculum and Study News 
 

GEOGRAPHY SCHOLARSHIP TUTORIALS 

Reminder to the following students for their scholarship sessions afterschool every Wednesdays in 

M17 with Mr Sibson. From 3pm – 4pm.  

Year 12s Asinate A, Fina I, Kamoto F, Charlie T, Imoana T, Evanis T 

Year 13s Riitia S, Larae K, Jaydene R 

 



 

 

Stem News 
 

Sugar in Schools Research 

Last week the year 10s participated in the MOKO fructose study. The purpose of this study is to help us 

understand if being a high sugar absorber contributes to the development preventable diseases earlier 

in life. This is an interactive study that the students do on themselves with guidance from young Māori 

and Pacifica researchers. The night before students had to fast from 8pm onwards and then has a high 

sugar concentrated solution in the morning. After 15 minutes they measure their hydrogen in their 

breath.  This was done by using a breathalyser (like an alcohol breathalyser) which calculates the 



amount of hydrogen in our breath. This allowed them to figure out if they were absorbers or non-

absorbers of fructose. As the students tested their breath periodically, the researchers explained how 

sugar is absorbed in our bodies and how high sugar diets can impact their future health. At the end of 

the study they all had breakfast together. Now the students are going to do their own research on the 

impact of fructose and present it as posters on our science night which is the 4th of December.   

    

 

Guest speaker from Alliance Health 

On Wednesday 30th October we were fortunate to have Joe Glassie Rasmussen speak to some of our 

Year 10 students. Joe is currently a Nurse Advisor for Alliance Health and has worked as a Nurse for over 

seven years. He shared his journey in Health Science from high school through to Tertiary education and 

how he works within our community. Such an inspiring presentation and one that we hope our students 

will learn from. Joe’s hard work and determination is motivational!  

  



 

Career Information 
This week on Thursday 31 October, seven (7) students participated in the Year 10 KATTI career 

development programme for students with Maori heritage. This year it was held at MIT North Campus. 

The students were: Renata King, Elena Pele, Kiscera Satani, Sarah Tawhara, Liliy Tupou, Ricky-Lee 

Tupou and Tracy Williams. 

 

The first photo below shows the Renata King (on the far side) participating in the communications 

module. 

   

This photo at the end of the day, shows all the school students participating. 

 

This last photo shows some of our students performing a haka to thank the facilitators for the days 

programme. 

 

 



Library News 

 
Malo ni! 
 
Te vāiaho o te gagana Tokelau 

Tokelau Language Week is being held Sunday 27 October – Saturday 2 November 2019 

The theme for this year is: Tiutiuga a Tautai ma Figo auā te lumanaki o Fānau, which means 

Mastery of traditional knowledge, skills, expertise and leadership help shape the future.  For 

more information and resources click on link below -  

https://www.mpp.govt.nz/language-culture-and-identity/pacific-language-weeks/tokelau-
language-week/ 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.mpp.govt.nz/language-culture-and-identity/pacific-language-weeks/tokelau-language-week/
https://www.mpp.govt.nz/language-culture-and-identity/pacific-language-weeks/tokelau-language-week/


 

LIANZA Conference 2019 

‘Our families, our communities, our libraries’ 
Student Librarians Theresa Vaasili and Rinika Nair represented Secondary schools within the Youth Panel 

talanoa at the 2019 LIANZA conference held at the Vodafone Events Centre in Manukau.  So proud of 

them both representing Otahuhu College with heaps of mana and the wider school community.   

 

 

 

 

 
 



Student Librarians end of year event – Rainbow's End  
Our last student librarian event for the year in celebration and acknowledgement of the service they 

provide on a daily as student librarians here at Otahuhu College.  Fundraising was completed as a group 

throughout the year that covered all costs.  We had heaps of fun and look forward to organizing next 

year’s end of year event.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


