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From our Principal 
 

 Walking around the school, it is fantastic to see how quickly the students have settled into 

classes and are engaged in learning.  

What matters most to every teacher in this school is that students are trying their best. We 

want all our students to be aspirational in the grades they aim to achieve, but it is the 

manner in which they achieve those grades that creates the culture of academic excellence, 

not the grades themselves. And, sometimes, this will require them to step out of their 

comfort zones. It can be easier to only try for those assessments in which they know they 

will succeed. This, however, is not true learning. Being prepared to take risks and fail is all 

part of the journey. Picking yourself up from a setback and still trying your hardest on the 

next task is not only a mark of engagement in learning, but also of growing character. This is 

a core element of academic excellence.  

Important Dates 
 

17 – 21 February Smilecare on site 

20 February 11 Economics trip  

4 March Senior NCEA evening 

12 March ID Photos 

16 March Festival Groups all day practice 

17 March Fiafia Concert starts at 2.00pm 

20 March  Teacher Only Day – ASB Polyfest 

26 – 27 March 3 Way Conference 

9 April  End of Term One 

 

 



Our Commitments 
 

Our commitment for next week is to be on time. This means more than just being at school by 8:30am 

and moving quickly and quietly to class. Good time management is an important aspect of being 

successful.  For our students they need to know when there assignments are due to be handed in. A 

good idea is 3 days before the due date for your children to show you their assignments, this way you 

can check if they have finished, or need to work really hard to get the assignment finished by the due 

date. 

Traffic Safety for Students, Families and Visitors to OC 

Visitors must park in the visitor carparks as directed by our Security guards. 

If these car parks are full then you must park on the road. 

Students are to be dropped off either on Mangere Road or Golf Avenue 

The Golf Avenue gates will be closed from 8:30am to 3pm 

It is important that we keep our students safe and your support in this matter is appreciated. 

 

Health and Safety of Students 

All Otahuhu College students should be at school and attending all classes between 8:35am and 3:00pm 

each day. 

If an emergency occurs and your child needs to be picked up from school during the day, permission will 

only be given to the parents/caregivers that we have on record. 

If your child must be picked up by someone other than their parents/caregivers, you will need to inform 

the school in advance. 

Curriculum and Study News 
 

English 

Help Centre – The English department Help Centre’s have begun! These sessions are after school and 

are open to anyone, of any year level, who require support with their English classwork, assignments or 

if student’s simply need a quiet space to complete homework. The following days and teachers are 

available for students to access: 

 



Wednesday 3:00pm – 4:00pm Thursday 3:00pm – 4:00pm 

A2   Mr Hart 
A4   Ms Uys 

A6   Ms Norgate 
A8   Ms Hibbs 
M7  Mrs Devi 

M8  Mr Martin 

A3   Ms Garrett 
A5   Ms Duynhoven 

A7   Mr Osborne 
 

 

At Risk - We want to ensure that all students get as much support as possible in helping them to achieve 

NCEA English this year. As in 2019, we will be giving additional support to those who struggled to 

achieve 10 credits in English last year. Letters will have now been emailed and/or posted home if your 

son/daughter is being supported by this. Students will be requested to attend compulsory additional 

tutorials and will be set targets which, if they meet, will keep them on track this year. Please support us 

in these efforts. 

Exercise Book Expectations 
  

At Otahuhu College, we believe it is important that every student takes pride in the presentation and 

overall organisation of their work. Student’s classwork is an indication of their progress and our school 

values.  

We  will check your exercise book regularly and will be clear about what work you need to improve. 

Student work is a record of learning and progress over time which demonstrates their attitude to 

learning in and out of school.  

  

1. Make sure every piece of work has an underlined title and date. 

2. Underline all headings with a ruler. 

3. Write in blue or black pen. 

4. Always draw with a pencil (tables, graphs and diagrams) and write with a pen. 

5. Complete neat work at the front – rough work at the back of the exercise book. 

6. Avoid graffiti and doodling on your books and folders. Do not rip out any pages. 

7. Your exercise books must be available for every lesson. 

8. Take pride in your work. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Junior School (Year 9-10) 
Tēnā koutou katoa, 

Our whakatauki is: He kōtuku rerenga tahi – a white heron’s flight is but once. 

Ōtāhuhu College students are all kōtuku and their flight at Ōtāhuhu College is but once. Students are 

reminded of this each time they put on the school uniform. The emblem of the kōtuku is worn close to the 

heart because that is where it belongs. We want to ensure students have a memorable and successful flight 

across five years. Therefore, achievement for your child is always at the forefront of everything we do in the 

Junior School. Sometimes we will have conversations filled with joy and laughter and at times we will need to 

have difficult conversations which maybe upsetting but all our conversations will be respectful and in the 

best interest of your child. I hope everyone has had a productive week and I am looking forward to marking 

more books. 

Rotary Enrichment Programme (R.E.P.) 

It is my pleasure to announce that some of our students will be involved in the Rotary Enrichment Program 

(REP) 2020. This is a reading program which aims to enrich and broaden knowledge of our youngest readers 

at Ōtāhuhu College. The initiative is made possible with the support of Penrose Rotary and extends to several 

schools in the Auckland. The program is hosted by volunteers and runs twice a week. There is always a lovely 

graduation at the end of the year where students are presented with gifts from the Penrose Rotary and our 

wonderful volunteers. We will email you if in the next week or so should your child be selected to attend. 

Homework 

Homework is an important part of preparation for the many assessments' students will complete at Ōtāhuhu 

College, especially leading into NCEA.  All students in the Junior School should be doing at least 1-hour worth 

of homework each night. If your child has not been given any formal homework set by staff then they should 

read over the day’s notes, read a book (of their choice from our school library) for half an hour, watch a class 

topic related documentary, prepare for the next school day and/or have a conversation with You about their 

school day. Getting into good routines now will build a solid foundation for study in the Senior School. 

 



School Values: Respect Engage Support Time (R.E.S.T.) 

Our Junior School have been learning about how we do things at Ōtāhuhu College. REST is a simple way to 

encourage students to value learning. We have Respect for our own learning and that of others. We Engage 

with our learning by actively listening, talking, writing and reading in a learning context. We Support each 

other through the learning process by paying attention, being prepared and maintaining a positive learning 

environment. We present ourselves on Time to school, assembly, whanau, class and we hand our work in on 

Time. Please talk with your child(ren) about REST to reinforce the value of learning. 

Contact Information 

Please update contact information as needed. This will help us stay in touch with you. 

 

Stationery and Uniform 

All Juniors should have their stationery items by now.  However, should students need stationery Mrs Smith 

in our School book room is able to provide $16 stationery packs.  Uniform can be purchased year-round (for 

ALL students) from NZ Uniforms – 5/20 Lambie Drive, Manukau. Telephone: (09) 9506747. If uniform (which 

includes P.E. uniform) is an issue at any time of the year, please contact the appropriate Dean.   

Year 9 Dean – Mr Hollice Palelei  (09) 963 4051 

Year 10 Dean – Ms Livia-Kate Pearce (09) 963 4052 (Please contact Mrs Tupou as Ms Pearce is on leave) 

Assistant Head of Junior School – Mrs Nano Tupou (09) 963 4037 

Learning Conversations 

A really great way to check in with your child’s learning is to ask some questions about the learning going on 

in the class. Start the learning conversation today! 

 Ask your child what R.E.S.T. stands for. If they cannot tell you then get them to read this newsletter 
which could contribute to 10 minutes of their half hour daily reading. 

 Check your child’s exercise books and ask them to explain what they did on a particular day. 
 If your child is in a Poly Festival group ask them to present or teach part of their performance to the 

family. 

 

Kia Tamatane 

Moana Va’aelua - Deputy Principal Junior School 

 

 

Sports News 
On Wednesday 12th of February Otahuhu College hosted the very first South East Zone Tag competition 

right here at Otahuhu College. The competition consists of 8 girl’s teams and 8 boys teams and is being 



administered and NZ Tag Football and Collegesport.  Teams came from as far South as Manurewa, 

Botany in the East and even Marcellin from the other side of the Manukau Harbour 

It was a fantastic start to this new competition with awesome weather and our Pavilion almost sparkled 

with its new paint job, all schools turning up and on time.  

Otahuhu College have both a boys team and girls team finished the day with one win and one loss for 

both teams. It was great to see a number of our parents come along and support. This competition will 

run every Wednesday for the next 5 weeks. 

 

 

DAYS TEAMS VS VENUE TIME 

FRIDAY 

21/02 

        

SATURDAY 

22/02 

SENIOR BOYS 
TENNIS 

SENIOR GIRLS 
TENNIS   

KINGS 
  
TBC 

KINGS COLLEGE 
  
TBC 

10.15AM 
  
TBC 

 

 

 


