
 

Otahuhu College Newsletter 

Friday 24 April 2020 

From our Principal 
 

On Tuesday we move into Covid 19 Level 3, Level 3 allows schools to open for students up to Year 10. 

However, the Government is asking all students that can remain at home do so, and continue with distance 

learning.  Feedback from families is that nearly all our students will be staying home and continuing with 

distance online learning until the country moves to Alert Level 2.    

Term 2 Online is improving as both staff and students get used to a new way of doing things.  It is great to say 

the many ways lessons are being delivered and the efforts families are going to in supporting their children at 

this time. For our students this is an opportunity to develop their skills in time management, self motivation, 

dedication and good humoured strength.   

I know in the years to come as a community we will be able to take pride in how we responded to this 

challenge. 

 

Help Available 

 

During this time, we realise that some of our families may require additional help and support. If you need 

extra help then please contact us at help@otahuhucollege.school.nz or phone 099634006 and we will do the 

best we can. 

 

Important Dates 
 

Wednesday 29 April Possible start of Years 9 and 10 onsite. 

 

 

mailto:help@otahuhucollege.school.nz


Junior School (Year 9-10)  

This week’s message is especially for the kids: 
Dear Kōtuku, 

How is your bubble going? Mine is pretty good. I think my kids are ready to ‘divorce’ me though. 

They say I talk to too much and that I am too bossy when it comes to school work. You already know 

that though 😊  

I know you have been doing your best to attempt, complete and hand work in. It has been difficult 

for some of our students (and you may be one of them) who have not had access to a proper device.  

Thank you for waiting patiently. We are doing our best to get devices or hard copies of work to as 

many students as possible. Remember though, if you do not have a computer but you can access 

your school email account, simply keep a record of learning in your exercise book and email your 

teacher when you can. Your teachers really look forward to hearing from you and they really care 

about how you are getting on with your learning.  

Thank you for being strong and committed to your education.  I ask that you continue to work hard 

and give everything a go. This is an opportunity for you to spend time improving your work ethic, 

learning how to be more independent, focusing on the things you need to improve and developing 

your time management.  

I am extremely proud of each and every student.  You remind me of our whakataukī, you know the 

one, “He Kōtuku Rerenga Tahi” – the white heron’s flight is but once. This part of your flight is precious 

to your learning.  Therefore, use this as an opportunity to be like Tamatane. Remember his flight as a 

Kōtuku? And the things he learned from that flight? Then, when he returned to his village he had 

gained new skills, discipline and respect for himself and the values of his people. 

Kia Tamatane! Kia Tamatane! Kia Tamatane! Kia Tamatane! 

 

Arohanui, 

Mrs Va'aelua  

Deputy Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Curriculum and Study News 
 

 

English Department 

We have been impressed by the engagement this week and many students are now back and working 

hard on their classwork. Please encourage your son/daughter to engage with class work and check that 

their work is being completed and that they have checked in with their teacher each day.  

How to access support - The teachers are hard at work behind their computers, offering support 

between the hours of 8am and 3pm to all of their students. Any questions students or whanau may have 

regarding work, please feel free to email the relevant English teacher. If there are any concerns in regard 

to the work which needs to be completed or assignments, then please email Ms Norgate (HoD) on 

enorgate@otahuhucollege.school.nz.  

Classwork – All classwork is being delivered and posted on Microsoft Teams. Students will be able to 

access daily instructions from their teacher, lessons for completion and one to one chat for support with 

their teacher if they log on and access this area.  

 

The English department were over the moon with Mr Martin’s replacement during their meeting this 

week whilst he was away marking his student’s work. A welcomed replacement to the team 😊  

 

 

 



 

It is very positive to see the engagement from our students with the online distance learning. Just need 

to get into the routine and with a little discipline and commitment, you will be able to get a lot done.  

TIP – If you are a morning person like some of us teachers, why don’t you do all your work in the 

morning session when you are active and concentration levels are high. Leaving you free to do what 

you want from midday onwards.  But get the work done first. Also, get your 7 hours sleep would help 

too 😊  

       

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Maths 

Congratulations to the following classes 10A, 9D,10G for winning the holiday Online Maths competition. 

The new competition is now available on the link below which will be due on the 1st of May.  

 https://www.educationperfect.com/c/#Y9VY1B41 

 

 

 

https://www.educationperfect.com/c/#Y9VY1B41


Sports News 
 

To all the girls who are interested in playing netball this year,  

please register online by clicking the link below. 

 

https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/119215 

Remember that you do not need to be fit or have any netball experience to register. Once you have 

registered, I will get in contact with more information through email 

 

Science 
 

29 April to 1 
May 

Year 10A Science Assessment.  
Rates of Reaction: A practical report writing Task run over 3 days 

1 May Year 9B and 9G Science Assessment. 
Plants: Test 

 

Junior science (Year 9 and 10) 

During alert level 3, year 9 and 10 students will continue to be taught via online. Those who do not 

having caregivers at home and need to come to school, learning will still be done online with laptops 

provided in the classroom.  

The year 9 students will be preparing for their plant test which will likely be given to students in week 3. 

The science classroom teachers will advise students when their test will be. 

The year 10 students are still working on their rates of reaction topic. Their assessment is likely to be 

given end of week 4 or early week 5. The science classroom teachers will advise students when their test 

will be. 

Senior science (Year 11 to 13) 

During level 3, senior students will continue to be taught via online learning. The subject teachers 

(science, biology, chemistry, and physics) will communicate with the students via email, teams, and/or 

zoom.  

Students are reminded that they will need to manage their time as some are not engaging online. If they 

have assessments due that they do not think they are going to make, they need to let their teacher 

know a week in advance.  

https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/119215?fbclid=IwAR1JX0hf7d03RuyfDpz0RbnwgYa9yJ5xSZr86LyzKW3c_oebO3x-EqORaxU


Career Information 
 

Students looking for part-time work mostly need a CV, even for many On-Line applications. The media 

states that ‘supermarkets (replenishment/online pickers/bakery/butchery/security), call centres and 

warehouses are currently hiring . The last two are probably through agencies. A CV template and 

formatting and writing advice is available on the website below:  

www.careers.govt.nz 

Senior students are welcome to email their new CV to Ms Cusack on 

chcusack@otahuhucollege.school.nz for a check, before sending it off for an advertised vacancy. 

Gateway Information 

 
Our online Health and Safety course kicked off today!  

Over the next three weeks, Gateway students who have chosen to sign up will work through activities 

and lessons to learn all about health and safety in the workplace. Health and safety is becoming more 

and more important and is a great addition to your CV for any job you intend to go into – whether it be a 

lawyer or a builder, it’s important everywhere! 

Sign-ups are still available for Year 12 or 13 students who would like to join. Just email me at 

mchamberlin@otahuhucollege.school.nz 

 
 

 

http://www.careers.govt.nz/
mailto:chcusack@otahuhucollege.school.nz


Health and Wellness Centre  

 

The Health and Wellness Centre is still open (online or by phone) and you can still contact the nurses, 

doctor, social workers, counsellor and psychologist.  

Feel free to ring, txt, email the nurses for any health issues or concerns or if you would like to speak to 

the doctor or psychologist. 

The psychologist and doctor will follow students they have been seeing by emailing on KAMAR. Please 

check your emails. If it’s all getting a bit much and you need someone to talk to please phone, txt or 

email the nurses and they will link you in with the psychologist OR free call or txt 1737 anytime for 

support from a trained counsellor. 

Social workers can help with any family issues or stress at home including referrals for families needing 

financial assistance due to Covid 19, housing issues and NEET/youth payment services.  

NURSES:         Phone:  021 199 1609 or 021 1999 4072 

                         Email: clawler@otahuhucollege.school.nz 

                                     Cparker@otahuhucollege.school.nz 

SOCIAL WORKERS:   Phone: Gina Oge 021 610 088 or Karlo Jackson 021 667 472 

                                     Email: Goge@otahuhucollege.school.nz 

                                                 Kjackson@otahuhucollege.school.nz 

Please check the Otahuhu College Facebook page for ongoing information and check your emails 

Your family GP (doctor) is still open so please phone them or go in and see them regarding any of your 

regular health issues (diabetes, heart problems, skin issues) so that you can continue to be monitored 

and treated/ during lockdown. Also, chemists/pharmacies are also open so please make sure you 

continue taking your regular medications. 

The school nurses love checking out sore throats but during level 4 and level 3 lockdown we can’t. We 

don’t want anyone to get rheumatic fever during the lockdown because they didn’t get medicine for a 

sore throat. Please make sure you ring your doctor if your child gets a sore throat. 

 

 

 

mailto:clawler@otahuhucollege.school.nz
mailto:Cparker@otahuhucollege.school.nz
mailto:Goge@otahuhucollege.school.nz
mailto:Kjackson@otahuhucollege.school.nz


Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Kia orana, Ni sa bula, Fakaalofa lahi atu, Talofa ni, Fakatalofa atu, Halo. 

Warmest Pasifika greetings to you all. 

  

As you know yesterday our Prime Minister announced that New Zealand will be moving to COVID-19 

Alert Level 3 from 11.59pm on Monday 27 April. We will be at Alert Level 3 for two weeks, which will be 

reviewed on Monday 11 May 2020. Currently, the country remains in alert level four, so it is important 

we continue to remain vigilant, in our bubbles and to STAY AT HOME to SAVE LIVES, until we are 

informed otherwise. 

Last week, Ministry of Pacific Peoples launched the Pacific Daily News Bulletin  in efforts to keep our 

Pacific communities up to date with the latest COVID-19 news and support services available – 

specifically for Pacific peoples. The bulletin will communicate new information released and support 

services made available during the past 24 hours. You can access this on the Unite Against COVID-19 

website, the source for everything COVID-related. 

  

HOME SCHOOL!  Last week also saw the start of term two for schools in New Zealand – and with 

everyone still in lockdown, lessons have begun at home.  The Ministry of Education has published its 

Learning from Home information on its website, to help parents as their children start to re-engage 

with their teachers. It will support you, your children and young people to manage learning from 

home. The information is available in 10 Pacific languages HERE. 

 PACIFIC FAMILIES WELCOME COVID19 SUPPORT PACKAGES 

 Thousands of COVID-19 Support Packages have been delivered to Pacific families around New Zealand, 

providing much needed assistance at a trying time.  These packages are STILL AVAILABLE for struggling 

families.READ MORE  

  

FREE FOOD ASSISTANCE AVAIALBLE – PLEASE DISTRIBUTE AS ENQUIRIES ARE STILL HIGH ABOUT 

WHERE THIS CAN BE ACCESSED 

  

The agencies are listed in this link -    https://pasefikaproud.co.nz/stories/free-food-parcels-in-auckland-

during-lockdown/ 

  

 

 

https://govt.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c80841f3d5959edd855f4ec8&id=cc657e4aa9&e=5286f0f720
https://govt.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c80841f3d5959edd855f4ec8&id=785c588df0&e=5286f0f720
https://govt.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c80841f3d5959edd855f4ec8&id=0368f4b934&e=5286f0f720
https://govt.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c80841f3d5959edd855f4ec8&id=78d902fec5&e=5286f0f720
https://pasefikaproud.co.nz/stories/free-food-parcels-in-auckland-during-lockdown/
https://pasefikaproud.co.nz/stories/free-food-parcels-in-auckland-during-lockdown/


 COVID19 TESTING OPPORTUNITIES  

THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT TO PROMOTE as highlighted by our Prime Minister in her recent updates.  We 

need to get the word out to our communities to TEST TEST TEST! The testing criteria has opened for 

more opportunities for Maori and Pasifika who want to be tested – this will help ease some anxiety 

levels for bubbles, particularly for those bubbles high in numbers. And of course the sooner we detect 

positive results the faster the response in terms of the recovery and healing processes needed to kick in. 

The Prepare Pacific website provides a list of where you can get tested for COVID-19 in the Auckland 

and Northland regions HERE. 

In summary -  

 Learning from home - The Ministry of Education’s Learning from Home information is now live 

in 10 Pacific languages. Visit HERE for more information. 

Pasifika News  The Pro Vice-Chancellor Pacific at the University of Auckland is wanting to engage Pacific 

high school students during the national lockdown with an online series of lecture videos about Oceania. 

READ MORE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://govt.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c80841f3d5959edd855f4ec8&id=1074aea365&e=5286f0f720
https://govt.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c80841f3d5959edd855f4ec8&id=cef2ebe91d&e=5286f0f720
https://govt.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c80841f3d5959edd855f4ec8&id=80f8500317&e=5286f0f720

