
 

Chair of the Board, Otahuhu College graduates members of our community, it is my great privilege 

and pleasure to present my sixth Annual Report on the work and achievements of Otahuhu College in 

its eighty eighth year.   

Being a member of the Otahuhu College community is about facing and accepting challenges, it is 

about being inspired and inspiring others, it is about excelling and celebrating and sharing when others 

excel, most importantly being part of Otahuhu College is being part of, and contributing to our families 

and our community. 

Our NCEA results from 2018 were impressive. Some highlights are:  

 Best ever University Entrance Rate  

 For the second year in a row our Level Three pass rate is above the national average for all 

schools.  

 More students gain Merit and Excellence endorsed certificates than ever before. 

As always there are areas where we need to improve and we continue to work hard to do this, so 

that your children get the best possible opportunities and choices when they leave Otahuhu College 

at the end of Year 13. 

 

It was great to see so many families and old students supporting the Houses in our traditional 

Haka Waiata competition. Congratulations to the overall winners, Massey House, the competition is 

a great way to start the year. We celebrated our Scholars Assembly, acknowledging those students 

who gained 50 or more Merit and Excellence grades in 2018. It was great to see so many students 

earn this honour and to be joined by so many families.  The previous week saw our performances 

at Polyfest and the quality of the groups on display is reflective of the hard work, dedication and 

pride our students have.  Our school production once again showcased the hard work and 

commitment of our students and staff and was a real showcase of performing art talent. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with all those families who have been affected by the horrific events in 

Christchurch.  On behalf of all our families, Otahuhu College provided support to Linwood College in 

Christchurch.  We also talked as a school how we can be supportive, not just now, but on an ongoing 

basis to all members of our community.   

 

A college of our standing will never lose sight of sport as a foundation for character building. Sport 
teaches our youth the value of things other than winning. It imparts cooperation and teamwork, 
communication, commitment and resilience - values central to healthy, successful people whatever 
path they may pursue in life. This year the sporting highlights were our First eleven Football team 
winning their championships. 

 

Our annual King’s College exchange is a highlight for our Year 12 students. This event was 

established 21 years ago and has resulted in long term friendships, and I am sure that this year will 

have a very similar outcome.  When you are with our students every day, you sometimes take for 

granted how respectful, hardworking and willing they are to help and support others. They are 



without doubt a fantastic group of young men and women and a real credit to their families and to 

our community.  

 

On the property front the reports have all been finalised and as expected the Martin Block is 

deemed un-repairable or too hard and expensive to try and remediate. Experienced Architects who 

have extensive knowledge of Historical buildings as well as Master Planning services will provide a 

full Master plan of the school to allow for a role of 2500 students. Part of this master plan will be to 

demolish the Martin Block and Hall and fully rebuild the front Façade to keep the Historical nature 

and look of the school and build a new modern Administration and teaching space block behind as 

well as a brand new Hall and associated area’s that would be demolished. We are moving in the right 

direction and I am confident we will get something over the line in the very near future  

 

 

Otahuhu College was honoured and very proud of two of our old students who were recognised in 

the Queen’s Birthday honours. David Tua was made an Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit for 

services to youth, boxing and the community. Sir Graham Lowe has been knighted for services to 

youth and education, thanks to his Kick to the Seagulls programme which is particularly strong in the 

country's prisons.  Both made their name through sport, and then have given back to our community 

and to New Zealand through their service to youth and education. We are very proud of their 

achievements and thank them for their contribution.   

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Pasifika Futures for their significant and ongoing support 
of the College.  Through their support financially and in expertise as well as links to the community, 
we have been able to increase and enhance the opportunities for students and families at Otahuhu 
College. 

 

The Board of Trustees believe each and every child has the right to high, challenging standards and 

engaging teaching and leadership in a safe, supportive, well-resourced school. They work tirelessly to 

achieve this and I would like to thank them for their wisdom and their support. Much of what they do 

goes unnoticed although it is such a valuable contribution to our College.   

To our senior leadership team, I would like to thank them for their support and hard work this year in 

leading improvement at Otahuhu College. I would like to thank the teaching staff for their hard work, 

dedication and expertise. The College is undergoing significant improvement and this is made possible 

through the staff’s commitment to each and every student and to improving their practise so that our 

students have the very best opportunities and choices when they leave Otahuhu College.  To the staff 

who are leaving I would like to thank them for their contribution to our college and wish them all the 

very best in their future endeavours. 

To our prefects, thank you for your efforts this year.  I hope this year has proven to be a valuable 

experience as you develop as leaders for our community. 

For the  young men and women who having completed Year 13 and will be leaving Otahuhu College, 

I would like to acknowledge their efforts not just at our College, but over their thirteen years of formal 

schooling. Some will be acknowledged individually as prize winners and some awarded scholarships. 



Tonight is a special night for all our Year 13s as they complete, almost complete, their time at Otahuhu 

College. For some they are the first in their family to complete Year 13, some will be the first to gain 

University Entrance and I hope as you embark on the next steps of your life you will benefit from what 

you have learned both inside and outside the classroom, just as our college has benefitted from your 

efforts over the last five years. All the staff wish you the very best for the years ahead.  

May you achieve your ambitions and lead positive and successful lives.  

My best wishes to the entire Otahuhu College   community for Christmas and the holiday season and 

for future success.     Kia Tamatane 

 


