
 

Otahuhu College Newsletter 

Friday 22 May 2020 

From our Principal 
 

The return of students and staff has been a pleasure, and it is great to see our community settling into 

new routines and expectations. 

This week we have focused in on students settling back into classes and finding out how much was done 

during the lockdown.  We all realise that there is a lot to do, not only to catch up, but with the economic 

challenges we are going to face, in preparing a young people to be successful in a more challenging 

environment. 

For families which may be struggling we have help available. For all families, our commitment is to do 

our very best to make sure your child gets great education and support in order to create a brighter 

future for their family and community. 

Important Dates 
24 – 30 May Samoan Language Week 

Monday 1 June Queens Birthday (no school) 

 

Our Commitments 
The behaviour focus for next week is on being supportive.  This means more than just talking to our 

children about treating others like they would want to be treated.  It also means being supportive in 

learning.  School is, and should be challenging, the work must require thought, and mistakes have to be 

made if learning is to happen.  A key part of being supportive at Otahuhu College is based around 

supporting each other in our learning, making mistakes and working hard to do better next time. 

 

Student ID Card 
From next week, students can start ordering a Student ID card at $10. 

This is to be paid at student services. Eftpos or cash payment accepted 

Students should have had a photo taken back in Term 1, if not then see reception to have a photo taken. 

 



 

Curriculum and Study News 

 

It has been wonderful to have the students walk back through our doors this week. They have been an 

absolute credit to themselves in the manner they have returned, refocused and committed to catching 

up on their studies. I know the English teachers have missed their students! If your son/daughter has 

still not returned to school, please encourage them to contact their English teacher. 

Changes to English Help Centre  

We will be offering additional support sessions to those senior students who have struggled to keep on 

top of work during lockdown. On the day where a senior class has their English teacher during period 5, 

they will be expected to remain in class until 4pm with their English teacher to gain support in getting 

back on top of work. This is applicable to all senior English students who are behind in their studies. 

Please communicate this message to your son/daughter and support us in getting them back on track. 

Our teachers are willing to go the extra mile for them. Normal Wednesday and Thursday Help Centres 

will not be running in Term 2 as they were in Term 1.  

If you have any concerns regarding your son or daughters English studies, please do not hesitate to 

contact me on enorgate@otahuhucollege.school.nz. (Ms Norgate, Head of English) 

Junior English 

All juniors are working on a novel study. Each junior class is studying a different text. Please discuss at 

home with your child what they are reading and what the text is about. Discussion surrounding texts at 

home can help build independent thinking in our students. 

Senior English 

All senior students are working towards getting on top of their work this week for new teaching to take 

place next week.  

 

The Social Sciences Department would like to acknowledge the following students for their hard work, 

commitment and consistent effort in terms of their online work during the first five weeks of this term. 



Each student displayed great time management, disciplined effort into completing each task set out by 

the Social Sciences Department.  

 A letter of congratulations and certificate courtesy of the Social Sciences Department will be posted 

out to the families of these students to recognise their efforts. We are all about those positive learning 

relationships. 

 



 

 

ONLINE EDITION 

SOCIAL SCIENCES DEPARTMENT END OF YEAR IMPORTANT EXTERNAL EXAM DATES 

 

 

Sports News 
Welcome back.  As sports may start in the next month, we will continue taking registrations. 

If you are interested in playing the following winter sports, please register at the Sports office M5a 

  

 Boys and Girls Rugby 

 Netball 

 Boys and Girls Basketball 

 Boys and Girls Soccer  

 Rugby League 

 We look forward to working with the students in our new normal. 



 

 

Science News  

 

The science department will he holding tutorials regularly from next week onwards for all science 

classes. The aim of these tutorials is to try and catch students up with the course and to practice exam 

style questions to prepare student for the mid and end of year exams. These tutorials will be from  

3-4pm on the day that they have their science/biology/chemistry/physics class period 5. For some year 

12 and 13 students, this might mean they will have multiple tutorials. 

 Tutorial schedule - for some course we have multiple classes so please note they will only need to go to 

the tutorial with their teacher: 

 

SCI1C and SCA2C only do internal assessments so they will only have tutorials a couple of sessions 

before their internal assessments. Mrs. Jacobs will inform the students when these tutorials will be, and 

it will be put into the newsletter.  

Next week the SCA2C will have a tutorial Monday the 25th May from 3pm to 4pm. They will go over the 

animal adaptations in preparation for next week when they will start their first internal assessment. 



 

SCI1C has been working hard for their preparation of their first internal assessment – rates of reaction. 

Here is what they have done so far: 

 

Students are looking at how surface area can impact the rate of reaction. In other words, the larger the 

surface area the faster the foam will rise up the measuring cylinder.  

Junior Science 
Our year 9s have been learning Ecology and some classes this week have been making up their own 

organism, creating adaptations for their organism to live in certain habitats. Here are some pictures of 

their awesome organisms from Mrs Swartz 😊 Mr Vijayakumar's class worked in groups and have put 

their unique organisms into a food chain and then into a food web. Great work everyone!  



 



 

 

 

 



Library News 

 
Welcome back 
Check out digital resources in preparation for Samoan language week that starts this Sunday 24th May – 

Saturday 30th May.  The theme for Samoan Language week is “Prepare yourself a gift for travels”.  Even 

with events in the library being postponed till it is safe, we encourage you to check out the links below 

and try practice a phrase or two with family & friends.  Help promote and celebrate the language in your 

church, workplace, school and your community.   

 
 

Prepare yourself a gift to prepare you for your travels. 

https://www.mpp.govt.nz/what-we-do/pacific-language-weeks/samoa-language-week/ 

 For digital resources that you could engage in your family please refer to the following links: 

 New Zealand Curriculum Online: Samoan Language week. 

https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources/National-events-and-the-NZC/Samoa-

Language-Week 

 Kahoot Quiz: Samoan language and facts 

https://create.kahoot.it/share/samoan-language-facts-culture-2019/55f86b1a-d9b3-49e3-b969-

e0f3d06c0848 

 The Coconet.tv (Samoan cultural practices videos) 

https://www.thecoconet.tv/how-to/samoa/ 

 Digital Samoan dual language books (with audio): 

https://www.mpp.govt.nz/what-we-do/pacific-language-weeks/samoa-language-week/
https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources/National-events-and-the-NZC/Samoa-Language-Week
https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources/National-events-and-the-NZC/Samoa-Language-Week
https://create.kahoot.it/share/samoan-language-facts-culture-2019/55f86b1a-d9b3-49e3-b969-e0f3d06c0848
https://create.kahoot.it/share/samoan-language-facts-culture-2019/55f86b1a-d9b3-49e3-b969-e0f3d06c0848
https://www.thecoconet.tv/how-to/samoa/


http://literacyonline.tki.org.nz/Literacy-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Pasifika-dual-

language-books/Gagana-Samoa 

 Samoan language, culture and identity: Feature on Fa’atili Iosua Esera, the principal of Sutton 

Park School in Mangere. 

https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources/NZC-Online-blog/Samoan-identity-

language-and-culture 

   

Try simple Samoan words and phrases: 

Tālofa lava: Hello (formal) 

Mālō le soifua: Hello/Good health 

‘O ā mai 'oe? How are you? (to one person only) 

Manuia fa‘afetai: Good, thank you 

Manuia le aso: Have a great day 

Tōfā soifua: Good- bye (formal) 

 
 

NZ Music Month  

Join the comp and send in a collage of your top 10 NZ albums for house points and go in 

the draw to win a mystery prize   

Entries close – Wednesday 27th May 12pm 

One entry per person  

Create a collage of your top 10 NZ albums 

Send to ‘Aholelei aaholelei@otahuhucollege.school.nz 

Here’s an example - My pick of top10 NZ albums 

http://literacyonline.tki.org.nz/Literacy-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Pasifika-dual-language-books/Gagana-Samoa
http://literacyonline.tki.org.nz/Literacy-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Pasifika-dual-language-books/Gagana-Samoa
https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources/NZC-Online-blog/Samoan-identity-language-and-culture
https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources/NZC-Online-blog/Samoan-identity-language-and-culture
mailto:aaholelei@otahuhucollege.school.nz


 

 

 

 

 

Get Literature ‘Level up 2 school prep’ video 

Thanks, from the library hub for taking part in our Get Lit video series during lockdown.  Check videos 

out by logging into our school library app https://nz.accessit.online/OTH01/#!dashboard  

Resources can also be requested using our school library app (above) or by emailing 

aaholelei@otahuhucollege.school.nz for more information. 

Here are shots from our 3rd video featuring our school community getting literature ready for first week 

back of school.   

 

https://nz.accessit.online/OTH01/#!dashboard
mailto:aaholelei@otahuhucollege.school.nz


  

 

 
 


