
 

Otahuhu College Newsletter 

Friday 8 May 2020 

From our Principal 
 

Once the decision has been made to move to Alert Level 2, we will be ready to welcome all 

students and staff back to our school site. We still expect that this will be in 10 days time, 

Monday 18 May.  

 The key Public Health approach is to minimise the risk that someone gets infected in the first 

place, and second to ensure we can identify and contact anyone who has been in close contact 

with a person, if someone in a school is infected.  Physical distancing is a good precaution to 

prevent the spread of disease. We do however know it is challenging in schools, so good 

hygiene practices and regular cleaning are even more important here. This includes staff and 

students coughing into their elbows, handwashing and drying and regular cleaning of 

commonly touched surfaces. Our school has safe and sensible practices to maintain the health 

and safety of everyone on the school site. You don't have to cross the street to avoid anyone. 

Just avoid getting in their 'moist breath' zone”. We all just need to remember to have some 

breathing space at Alert Level 2. It’s important however that not just at school but at home, 

safe hygiene habits are practised by everyone, as this is essential to minimise the risk that 

someone gets infected with Covid-19. 

Under Alert Level 2, we advise any students and staff to stay at home if they are sick, and we 

will send anyone home immediately if they show any symptoms.   If you have any questions 

about our health and safety plan, or have a child who might be vulnerable to serious illness and 

would like to discuss a plan for them, please contact the College. 

Thank you for your support and sacrifices you have made over the last 6 weeks. 

Kia Tamatane 



Our Commitments 
During this time, we realise that some of our families may require additional help and support. If you 

need extra help then please contact us at help@otahuhucollege.school.nz or phone 099634006 and we 

will do the best we can. 

 

Curriculum and Study News 
 

 

A number of our students are in full swing and working hard on their classwork to support preparation 

for up and coming assessments when we return to school. Please encourage your son/daughter to 

engage with class work and check that their work is being completed and that they have checked in with 

their teacher each day. This is important to ensure that they return to school ready to start learning at 

the same point as their peers. Workshops will be held on return to school in order to support students 

who need to catch up, but the more classwork that can be completed from home, the easier the return 

to school will be. 

How to access support - The teachers are hard at work behind their computers, offering support 

between the hours of 8am and 3pm to all of their students. Any questions students or whanau may have 

regarding work, please feel free to email the relevant English teacher. If there are any concerns in regard 

to the work which needs to be completed or assignments, then please email Ms Norgate (HoD) on 

enorgate@otahuhucollege.school.nz  

Classwork – All classwork is being delivered and posted on Microsoft Teams. Students will be able to 

access daily instructions from their teacher, lessons for completion and one to one chat for support with 

their teacher if they log on and access this area. 

 

Science 

The year 10s have either finished their rates of reaction assessment on EP or are working on it this week 

– their science teacher will inform them via email and teams. For those that have finished, students will 

get a task refresher task on atoms. This will help them once we get ack to school, where we will start 

working on the new topic selected elements. 

The year 9s are currently working on ecology and some teachers have asked their student to take 

photos and videos of their environment to identify abiotic and biotic factors around them. This topic will 

be continued once we get back to school and those that have not managed to do the work online for 

whatever reason will have time to catch up during class.  
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CAREERS 

YOUBEE COLLEGES 

Hey Everyone, 

 Free Online Tutorials - Year 12 & 13 Students! 

We recognise that these last few weeks have been difficult across the education sector. The transition to 

remote learning has been challenging for both staff and students, particularly those in creative subjects. 

Yoobee Colleges has been working hard behind the scenes to create a free and fun weekly experience 

that students can tune into.  

What are these tutorials? 

These weekly tutorials are free, fun and accessible to all students. They will vary from week to week and 

will contain step-by-step tutorials, demonstrations, how-tos and much more. They will require next to 

no equipment to follow along,  and will explore a vast number of different creative genres. These 

workshops will last roughly half an hour starting at 4pm every Friday. 

 NEXT Friday’s tutorial will be How to Guide for Game Design. Students can either follow along or simply 

watch the tutor over a live stream. Students will be able to interact and chat with the tutor via text chat. 

Upcoming tutorials and dates; 



 Friday 8th May – Digital Painting - Landscape Design (TODAY) 

 Friday 15th May – How to Guide – Game Design 

 Friday 22nd May – How to Guide – 3D Animation 

How do students join these tutorials? 

Students who wish to be involved would need to Join our: 

 Yoobee Colleges – Remote Learning Holiday Programmes page. This will be found on Facebook. Once 

they have been accepted, tutorials will be run via a live stream. 

 

University Entrance  

MASSEY UNIVERSITY e-INFORMATION EVENING 

Kia ora 

We recognise that there is a lot going on in the world right now and you might be finding 

yourself thinking more about what the future holds and how you can best prepare yourself. 

That’s why we’ve decided to take our information evening virtual, allowing you to really get 

a feel for what Massey has to offer – all from the comfort of your screen. 

Join us online at 4pm, 21 May 2020 to: 

 Ask about study options and career pathways 

 Meet with experts in the field you are interested in – creative arts, science, business, 

health or humanities and social sciences 

 Find out about scholarship opportunities 

 Have a peek at campus life and accommodation options 

We’re very excited to support you in making the first step towards a brighter future. 

If you’d like to find out more about the evening, please contact Dane Anderson 

(d.anderson1@massey.ac.nz) Kia manawanui, kia haumaru tatou. Let’s stay strong and stay 

safe. 

Virtual Massey University Undergraduate Information Evening 

Thursday 21 May 2020, 4.00pm to 7.00pm 

https://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/about-massey/events/information-

evenings/information-evenings.cfm 
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Library News 

 

Get LIT challenge 
Our library hub has put out a couple of challenges to our OC staff and students to take part in a 

series of videos to promote and keep up with all types of literature in and around your home 

bubble.  Check out the videos on our school Facebook page or our library app 

 https://nz.accessit.online/OTH01/#!dashboard 
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Community News 
Guidance Counselling Department 

He aha te mea nui o tea ao? / What is the most important thing in the world? 

He tangata, he tangata, he tangata. / It is people, it is people, it is people. 

 

Your OC Guidance Counsellors, Terry and I  send you our warmest wishes and special thoughts that 

you are being well in your family bubble. Like you I can’t wait to be out of this lockdown, but 

despite its significant challenges it’s so important that we keep our thinking rational based on fact 

and don’t move into overthinking.. When we move into “stinking thinking” like catastrophising or 

fatalistic  thinking we know our feelings will be a mirror of our thoughts and the emotional spiral 

down will cause us to behave in ways that we can regret. I try to stay in the present being mindful 

that the past is history, tomorrow’s a mystery and today, the present, is a gift. I encourage you to 

reframe your current thinking so it is more helpful and reality based. That way you get to feel more 

comfortable in your own skin.   

 

During this period of self -isolation I am available during school hours for online counselling and support 

to all our amazing students and their wonderful families. I have set up a room where I can talk with you 

confidentially on the Zoom app you use for online learning. I have set up another safe, secure 

counselling site also. We can contact each other on doxy.me/maryvcastles. You can ring or text me on 

my school mobile; 021 591 673 and some students chat with me on the Teams app. 

Warmest wishes 

Mary 

 

Health and Wellness Centre 

The Health and Wellness Centre is still open (online or by phone) and you can still contact the nurses, doctor, 

social workers, counsellor and psychologist. Feel free to ring, txt, email the nurses for any health 

issues or concerns or if you would like to speak to the doctor or psychologist. 

The psychologist and doctor will follow students they have been seeing by emailing on KAMAR. Please check 

your emails. If it’s all getting a bit much and you need someone to talk to please phone, txt or email the 

nurses and they will link you in with the psychologist OR free call or txt 1737 anytime for support 

from a trained counsellor.  

Social workers can help with any family issues or stress at home including referrals for families needing 

financial assistance due to Covid 19, housing issues and NEET/youth payment services.  

NURSES: Phone:  Carolyn 021 199 1609 or Catriona 021 1999 4072 

Email: Catriona: clawler@otahuhucollege.school.nz OR Carolyn cparker@otahuhucollege.school.nz 
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SOCIAL WORKERS: Phone: Gina Oge 021 610 088 or Karlo Jackson 021 667 472 

Email: goge@otahuhucollege.school.nz OR kjackson@otahuhucollege.school.nz 

Please check the Otahuhu College Facebook page for ongoing information and check your emails Your family 

GP (doctor) is still open so please phone them or go in and see them regarding any of your regular health 

issues (diabetes, heart problems, skin issues) so that you can continue to be monitored and treated/during 

lockdown. Also, chemists/pharmacies are also open so please make sure you continue taking your regular 

medications.  

The school nurses love checking out sore throats but during level 4 and level 3 lockdown we can’t. We don’t 

want anyone to get rheumatic fever during the lockdown because they didn’t get medicine for a sore throat. 

Please make sure you ring your doctor if your child gets a sore throat. 
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Teariki Tafao Alofa: “What worked well for me in terms of trying to study was that I tried my best to do 

my best to stay positive and not let my work pile up, how I did this was to make sure to do even just a 

little study every day but still go to work to provide for my family. The help from my family, friends and 

my dean motivated me to push through in this tough time. I hope everyone is well in this time of 

quarantine be sure to stay healthy and have a positive mind-set towards everything you do. I can’t wait 

to see everyone at school😁”. 

Asinate Sulaki: “Hi everyone,  

 I hope everyone is doing well and staying safe during this stressful time.   

 My name is Asinate Suluka, I'm the Deputy Head Girl of Otahuhu College 2020. First, I want to thank our 

Heavenly Father for everything he has done for us. I want to say thank you to all the parents who are 

supporting their kids in their schoolwork/assessments at home during this stressful time.   

 For me, during this lockdown, it was a battle for me to complete work at home. However, I figured out 

how to get through, by managing my time and having an ordinary daily schedule, where I would spend 

through 1hr per subject (simply like my school timetable) from Monday to Friday, and on Saturdays, I 

would spend through 2 hours for every subject. This, consequently, gave me personal time to have with 

my family on Sundays. The most challenging for me to get work done is the amount of noise in the house. 

However, I conquered this by finding the quietest spot in the house (mum's room), and sometimes I 

would keep awake until late around evening time when everybody is sleeping. What persuaded me the 

most is having the support from my family and furthermore the help from all my teachers through the 

zoom class meeting and especially our dean staying in contact motivating myself and our Year level that 

we will succeed and make it to the end. 

 It has been a stressful time for all of us but no matter what obstacles we go through, let's keep up the 

good work you and I have put in. We're all in this together and let's finish this year off with a positive 

mind-set. Do not stress, take time, and break and do your best. Let's all stay positive, work hard, and 

make this happen. If any of you are struggling within your schoolwork reach out for help from your 

teachers or your parents or even your older siblings. Just know that we are all here to help each and not 

put each other down!!  

 Have confidence in yourself and all that you are. Realize that there is something inside you that is more 

noteworthy than any obstacle.  

 “COMING TOGETHER IS A BEGINNING; STAYING TOGETHER IS A PROGRESS; WORKING TOGETHER IS A 

SUCCESS”  

 Stay safe and Take Care.   

 Kia Tamatane”. 

Missouri Simoo: “Time management played a huge part with my online learning at home, despite the 

struggles faced with limited space, resources and lack of self-motivation at home. Teachers have 

supported me and provided a laptop to keep up to date with my school work, easy access and the 

platform to use for communication throughout”. 



My biggest motivation was my Parents, getting a hiding at the end of the year is the last I would want 

hahaha. Thank you Mr Finau for all that you do for not only myself but for the Year 13s”. 

April Heffernan: “This lockdown has been a very tough time for all of us. I also understand that like many 

others, we live in a crowded household which can create obstacles with our schoolwork. So, this is the 

importance of finding a balance between our other commitments and completing our school workload. 

Though it may seem overwhelming to do all of this, I have learned to overcome these obstacles by 

finding my own small space within my shared room to make it a ‘work environment' despite having 

siblings around me. I also highly advise, that like myself, you create a schedule that you know will be 

followed to help with balancing all your work. Lastly, just make sure that you are making the most out of 

each day and to not allow yourself to give up because you can always reach out to your teachers, peers, 

and school prefects at any time for help. Stay safe and take care everyone! - April Heffernan”. 

Devante Itere: “What keeps me motivated to do my school work is the effort that teachers and my dean 

put in helping me through my work. Also, I know that if I keep on pushing with my work my goals of 

reaching university can be attained through my hard effort”. 

Fineasi Neiufi: “Online learning has been a bit challenging at times, and although I’ve had to share a 

laptop, I am still able to succeed in completing my work, through time management and hard work”. 

Epenisa taukafa: "Baking, cooking, painting, decorating rooms, watching movies and many more during 

this lock down has made me enjoyed the quality time with my family but, most importantly drawing 

myself closer to God.   

One of the challenges I had was trying to multitask as I was given the responsibility to teach my younger 

siblings while trying to catch up with the zoom and teams meetings and also with the assignments.  

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”, is a bible verse that has kept me going when it 

comes to times like these because in Christ alone is where my strength comes from and all the glory 

belongs to him alone for giving me the strength to do it all.  

Not forgetting the encouragements and support I have received from the most amazing Dean, Mr. Finau 

and the rest of the teachers, keeping it positive and stating that we can do this in which I really believe 

that I myself can do it. Ofa atu and God Bless." 

Kylie Aufai: “Netflix during quarantine helped a lot but also late night studies after a shower helps 

because you’re more focused. This motivated me to finish my work and also food feedback from all my 

teachers and Finau. And getting to email your teachers was a motivation as well”. 

 

 


