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From our Principal 
 

On Wednesday, NCEA announced changes for this year. Effectively this reduces the number of credits 

students need to get. Full details are outlined later in this newsletter.  All our senior students now have 

the opportunity to gain their qualifications for the year.  

Winter has struck and it is noticeably colder. The school is open from 7am most days and the heaters are 

turned on at that time. The Deans have access to spare jackets, jerseys and thermals when needed and 

the school is very willing to help with uniform costs when families are struggling.  The month of June is a 

very important one, both in terms of making sure attendance remains high and also that the achievement 

levels for every student remain or exceed the high levels which have been reached previously. 

 

Important Dates 
12 June all Level 3 English students have assessments due in for English: 

ENV3U 3.7 Connections assessment (4 credits) 

ENL3U 3.8 Critical text assessment (4 UE Literacy credits) 

6-17 July School Holidays 

 

Our Commitments 
 

Our commitment is to be respectful.  A key part of being respectful is using appropriate language. 

Learning what words, and indeed the volume, you use in different circumstances is one of the 

challenges of growing up into young men and women.  Teenagers find this hard to do, so talking to them 

and explaining how different situations require the use of different words and mannerisms is a great 

step on developing articulate respectful young men and women. 

 

 



Changes to NCEA for 2020 
 

NZQA will implement three key changes for 2020: 

       Students working towards an NCEA can gain additional credits, based on the number of 

credits they achieve during the 2020 school year.  For every 5 credits a student achieves 

towards their NCEA through internal or external assessment, they can be awarded an 

additional 1 credit.  Students at NCEA Level 1 are eligible for up to a maximum of 10 

additional credits while those at Levels 2 and 3 are eligible for up to a maximum of 8 

additional credits.  These will be known as Learning Recognition (LR) credits. 

  

       Students will be awarded a certificate endorsement if they achieve 46 credits at Merit or 

Excellence level, rather than the usual 50.  Students achieving 12 credits at Merit or 

Excellence level in a course – rather than 14 – will be awarded a course endorsement. 

  

       Current UE requirements have been reduced to 12 credits in three UE-approved subjects, 

from 14 credits in three approved subjects.  Students still need to attain NCEA Level 3 and 

meet the literacy and numeracy requirement to be awarded University Entrance. 

 

Parent Survey 
 

We value parents’ thoughts and feedback about what we do at Otahuhu College and how we do it. In 

order to reflect and to improve our practices we ask that you complete a parental survey which will be 

emailed out early next week.  

 

 

 

Curriculum and Study News 
 

 

 



 

 

 

The students are getting back into the swing of lessons in the English Department now our catchup 

period has finished. There are still a number of students who are behind and who are needing to catch 

up in studies they missed during lockdown through lack of engagement. The English department are 

hosting individual catch up and support tutorials for each senior class until the end of Term 2. This is to 

ensure your son/daughter can remain on top of their studies and achievement. Students will need a 

dean’s pass to be excused from compulsory tutorials if they are behind with work. The tutorials for each 

class are as follows: 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
LAP1C DNV A5 
ENV1U HRT A2 
ENL1U DVI M7 
ENV2U OBE A7 
ENL2U MRT A1 
ENV3U GAR A3 

 

ENV3U NGT A6 ENV1U DVI M7 
ENL1U OBE A7 
ENV2U NGT A6 

ENV1U NGT A6 
ENL1U DNV A5 

ENV2U UYS A4 
ENL2U HIB A8 

ENV3U DNV A5 
ENL3U MRT A1 

 

English deadlines for assessment this week 

On Friday 12th June all Level 3 English students have assessments due in for English: 

ENV3U 3.7 Connections assessment (4 credits) 

ENL3U 3.8 Critical text assessment (4 UE Literacy credits) 

 

 

 

Science News 
 

Some of the year 10 classes are working on developing a periodic table as a class. Each student was 

tasked to research the physical and chemical properties of one specific element. After they completed 

their research they developed a poster. Below is the periodic tablet of our 10A science class. 



 

 

 

Congratulations to Charisma Sufia and Zen-Day Taufelila for their creative and informative posters 

 

 



In 10D we are learning about the first 20 elements and attempting to memorize them! Thoughout the 

week we have been making posters and models of hydrogen through to calcium. It has been a great 

learning! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monster truck physics practical investigation. 

The level two physics students were doing an experiment to see if the mass of a monster truck would 

impact the up and down movement of the trucks. They used different masses and places them on the 

spring and measured the period of the spring pendulum. What they found was that the larger the mass 

the longer the period would be. This is all in preparation for their 2.1 internal assessment.  

 

 

 

 

Power practical – year 11 science 

Level 1 students doing their Mechanics module, learn about  the difference between work and power, 

through this energy spending practical activity. Students race up the stairs to show that they certainly 

DO have the POWER to move up in Science. 



 

 

Senior tutorial schedule 

The science department will he holding tutorials regularly from next week onwards for all science 

classes. The aim of these tutorials is to try and catch students up with the course and to practice exam 

style questions to prepare student for the mid and end of year exams. These tutorials will be from 3-

4pm on the day that they have their science/biology/chemistry/physics class period 5. For some year 12 

and 13 students, this might mean they will have multiple tutorials. 

Tutorial schedule - for some course we have multiple classes so please note they will only need to go to 

the tutorial with their teacher: 

 

 



 

Library News 

 
Read a book a week challenge  
Don’t forget to take part in our Read a book a week comp.  A challenge for our whole school community 

to take part and share about books you have read.  Check out our library app for more details 

https://nz.accessit.online/OTH01/#!dashboard 

 Term 1 winner Stella Vaifale won house points for Hobson house and a family pass to the movies.   

 

 Here’s Stella’s book review, an example of what is expected  

 Book title:  Telesa (Book 1) 

Author:  Lani Wendt Young 

Fav character:  Leila Folger 

Why? – Leila’s my favorite character because she’s funny and she never gives up when she wants to do 

something.  She cares about her family and always tries to do what is right.  She protects the people she 

loves.   

Tell us about the book:  Telesa is about a girl named Leila Folger that goes to Samoa, in search of a place 

to belong to, to learn more about her mother that no one ever talks about.  It’s a novel that talks about 

love and how Leila discovers powers she never knew existed within her. It is a really good fiction book 

and I recommend it for people who would like to learn about Samoa and enjoy reading dystopian stories 

with Pasifika characters.   

https://nz.accessit.online/OTH01/#!dashboard

