
 

Otahuhu College Newsletter 

Friday 3 July 2020 

From our Principal 
 

Thank you for your support over what has been a very unusual time for us all.  On Wednesday we 

celebrated our scholars from last year, these are students who gained fifty credits at Merit or Excellence 

level last year. It was also an important time to acknowledge their families for the support they provide 

to make these successes possible.  

Over the last ten years the percentage of our students going on to degree level study has doubled, 

furthermore we are now at a level equivalent to the achievement of Decile 5 schools in this area. In 

preparing our quarterly report to Pasifika Futures the following information was uncovered: 

 33% of Decile 1 Pacific Students who enrolled in Natural and Physical Science degrees were from 

OC 

 50% of Decile 1 Pacific Students who enrolled in Engineering were from OC  

 33% of Decile 1 Pacific students who enrolled in Health were from OC. 

We are working hard to do better and help our students; your children get the very best future possible 

opportunities. 

This week also saw Samoan Language week celebrated and the term finished with an outstanding 

concert. During the holidays, there are tutorials, workshops and holiday programmes running. I wish you 

and your family all the best over the next two weeks. 

 

Important Dates 
 

20 July Term Three starts 

3 – 7 August Cook Island Language Week 

5 August Parent / Subject Teacher Interviews 

17 – 21 August Poetry Week 

24 – 28 August Smilecare on Site 

26 August Team and Group Photos 



Reading 

 

A common denominator for success in schools, is the ability to read broadly and deeply. Reading is at the 

very heart of our students’ success at school.  

An ability to read deeply and broadly provides the reader with an opportunity to learn anything he or she 

desires, allows for freedom of thought, and can instil a greater sense of curiosity about the world. It is 

curiosity that engages our students, as curious minds not only ask questions, but also seek answers, and 

are deeply intrigued by subject matter. It was curiosity that led Columbus across the Atlantic, Armstrong 

to land on the moon and Newton to discover the laws of Physics. Reading is our first opportunity to teach 

ourselves to learn, which is an important disposition to maintain, as lifelong learning is requisite for 

success in any pursuit.  

As a proud educational institution, our focus is for students to enjoy their learning experience at 

Otahuhu College, so much so, that they leave with a passion for lifelong learning. Continuous reading 

allows for continuing education. One of the greatest gifts a parent can give to their child, which is 

guaranteed to enhance their education and future prospects, is the ability to develop early reading 

habits and instil the notion of reading for pleasure. 

 

Curriculum and Study News 
 

 

The English department would like to thank our whanau and community for the support they have 

shown to the students during this term, both online and offline. The students have worked very hard 

and it is clear we are all ready for a well-deserved rest. 

Coming up in Term 3 

 In Week 5 of Term 3 the department will be hosting Poetry Week across school, with visiting 

artists to work with our students and writing competitions intended to continue to instill passion 

for writing and reading in our students. 

 Towards the end of term, we will be hosting the Year 9 Speech competition and we will invite all 

the families of those involved in to celebrate our Year 9 achievement. 

 Year 10 students will have their first opportunity to obtain Level 1 NCEA English credits through 

delivery of a speech in their classes. 

 The English department help centre will continue in term 3 and we will continue to keep you 

informed and updated via the newsletter of up and coming deadlines. 



 

Visual Arts Department 

Well done to all or Level 1, 2 and 3 students who completed their first internal assessment and achieved 

very pleasing results. We will begin working on our big external assessment standard next term. 

Students will be expected to spend more time in the afternoons at tutorials working on completing this 

big external assessment.  

 

We will be running holiday tutorials on the following days: 

Level 2 and 3 Design:                         Tuesday 7th July 9am-1pm                       Wednesday 8th July 9am-1pm 

                    Thursday 16th July 9am-1pm                  Friday 17th July 9am-1pm 

 

Level 2 and 3 Painting/Printmaking:  Thursday 16th July 9am-1pm                  Friday 17th July 9am-1pm 

 Level 1 Art students are welcome to attend 

 

 

Sports News 
 

Last week we kicked off our Winter Season with the following sports playing.   

Girls Rugby, Basketball Girls and Boys, Soccer Girls and Boys, All Boys Rugby teams and Netball girls  

Senior Basketball Boys won against D.L.S 

Senior Basketball Girls loss against Manurewa 

Senior Girls Soccer won against Pakuranga 

U17 Boys Basketball Won against Papakura 

Junior Girls Basketball loss against Alfriston 

1st XV Won against One Tree Hill 

U15 won against Auckland Boys Grammar 



U14 Loss against Waitakere  

Y9A Girls Netball Loss against Glendowie 

Y10A Girls Netball Loss against St Cuthbert’s 

 

 

 

 

 

Careers 

Pacific Island Leaders of Tomorrow (PILOT)  

Year 13 Dean’s nominees will be out soon for this year’s event on Wednesday 12 August. Further details 

will be provided to the successful 10 nominees from the Pasifika students.  

Year 12 Dean’s nominees will be out soon for this year’s event on Tuesday 11 August. Further details will 

be provided to the successful 10 nominees from the Pasifika students. 

Unfortunately, there will not be a Year 11 or Year 10 event this year. 

 



Stem News 
Mad science 

For those that signed up to the mad science program, just a reminder that this will 

begin next week and we can’t wait to see you all then! 

More details have been sent to you via email.  

 

Literacy Science class students have been building Straw Towers and Towers on a 

single sheet of brown paper:  

Using tape and no more than 60 straws, design a Tower that can span a gap of at 

least 15 cm and support a minimum of 2 tennis balls. 

Use a single sheet of Brown Paper to build a Tower to demonstrate both height 

and strength – we want to witness your final product undergo a stress test. 

 DESIGN OUTCOME: 



    

Science Literacy - As students will be involved in conducting experiments during 

this project, all areas of this strand will be addressed. Students will question and 

predict, plan and conduct, process and analyse, and examine a range of design 

options. The final process is to conceptualise and communicate thereby building 

up their vocabulary and assisting them with their writing skills. 

       

 

 



Gateway Information 
 

These July holidays look to be busy and full of great experiences for our students.  

Coming up: 

Communication and Confidence course 

Customer Service course  

First Aid 

Site Safety Construction Passport 

Marketing and Communication course 

Techtorium IT courses in programming and cyber security 

Cut Above special effects, hairdressing and barbering courses 

Flight Attending course 

Healthcare course 

 

Term 3: 

Totara Hospice Retail 

Middlemore Hospital Reception 

The Warehouse Redshirts 

 

 

 

 

 

 


