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From our Principal 
 

It is great to see so many of our students back in at school and once again settling into good routines of 

learning. The extra changes to NCEA are welcome and set a precedent for future lockdowns. A key aspect 

we must be aware of though is that due to lockdowns students have still missed out on learning, and this 

will need to be caught up. With that in mind these holidays, we will be running a programme open for all 

Year 9 and 10 students in the first week. This will be an opportunity to start catching up on the weeks 

missed, if supported by families we will also run Saturday morning school for Year 9 and 10 students in 

Term 4.  

Next year Ōtāhuhu College will be participating in free lunches in school programme for all students. 

Regular nutritious food is vital for children’s physical, mental and educational development. It affects their 

ability to focus, concentrate and learn. The school lunches programme aims to reduce food insecurity by 

providing access to a nutritious lunch every day. This is likely to start in Term 2, and we will have some 

trials later on this year. 

News this week has highlighted the risks associated with social media. This is a timely reminder of how 

important it is that children should always be supervised by an adult when accessing the internet and that 

we should carefully consider what social media platforms we allow our young children to have access to. 

 

Our Commitments 
 

Each week our students receive an engagement grade based on a 1 to 5 scale. To get a 5, students need 

to attempt all classwork and homework, and consistently strives to produce work at or above the level expected 

from this pupil as indicated by past academic records and target grades/levels.  You can help by encouraging your 

child to do  work  that consistently demonstrates some sign of individual research or thinking. Encourage your child 

to always participates in class discussions, consistently volunteering to answer questions. 

 

 



Important Dates 
 

14-18 September Maori Language Week 

17 September MCAT Level 1 External 

21-25 September Tongan Language Week 

21-25 September Music Assessment Week 

28 September to 
11 October 

School Holidays. Keep an eye out for school holiday tutorials. 

12 October Junior Exams begin 

 

Planning Ahead 
 

We have been working on plans for any future lockdown. A key aspect of this is having our students 

more familiar with Microsoft Teams and checking their school emails daily. We will be sending out more 

information to students by email.  

With the end of the wage subsidy, there is increasing pressure on many families. Otahuhu College has 

many ways we have available to support our families in making sure their children get the education they 

deserve. Dr Byron Seiuli, a member of the Pasifika Medical Association (PMA) , says leaving school for Pacific 

students may a short-term solution during the pandemic but may not help their families in the long term. 

“Research has shown that those who drop out of school to help their families do not overcome the income 

barrier they initially face. Instead this behaviour perpetuates the cycle and it does not get any better for the 

student or their families,” he says. “Many Pacific families have already sacrificed a lot to get their children 

through higher education so they can be in better paid employment and provide them with improved 

economic independence. Once students leave school to work, they get set into a routine and it becomes 

harder to return to studies.” If you need help or assistance in getting your child back to school please contact 

the College. 

 

Exam Preparation 

 

Most students will start exam preparation about six weeks before exams: 

Set your goals 

In each subject set a specific goal: a mark or class placing or both.   

How much work, in what areas of the subject, will be necessary to achieve your goals? 

Know the exam format 



Examine previous exams.  How are they are organised?  How are instructions and questions worded, what 
are the sections, and how are marks allocated? Find out if the format of this exam will be the same. 

Don't take anything for granted.  Check your understanding of the content and format of the exam with 

someone else in the class, preferably the teacher. 

 

Further changes to NCEA for students in Auckland 
  

The government has made additional changes to NCEA for students in Auckland, to recognise 

the 13 days of classroom time lost during the recent Alert Level 3 lockdown. These changes will 

help ensure you have a fair opportunity to achieve NCEA this year. 

  

Extra Learning Recognition credits 

  

Learning Recognition (LR) credits were introduced this year to recognise the classroom time 

lost during the nationwide lockdown earlier this year. Extra LR credits are now available to 

students in Auckland because of the additional COVID disruption in August. 

 Changes to earning rate and LR credit maximums  

NCEA 
Level 

LR credit 
maximum 

LR credit earning rate Total number of credits 
required from assessment 

L1 Up to 16 LR credits 1 for 4 credits achieved 64  
L2 Up to 12 LR credits 1 for 4 credits achieved 68 (48 + 20 from another level) 
L3 Up to 12 LR credits 1 for 4 credits achieved 68 (48 + 20 from level 2 or higher 

  

These changes apply to all the credits you achieve in 2020, including credits earned before the 

recent lockdown, and cover internal assessment, exams and portfolios. 

  

Changes to certificate endorsements 

Instead of 46 credits, you will now need 44 credits to earn Merit or Excellence Certificate 

Endorsements. 

 

 

  

Preparing students for success 



  

If another COVID-19 disruption prevents you from sitting end-of-year examinations, there are 

steps in place to ensure you can still receive a grade. Your teachers have been gathering 

assessment evidence from the course work you have been doing that shows whether you have 

met the requirements of the standard.  

  

Changes to University Entrance (UE) were announced in June, meaning students need to 

achieve 12 credits, rather than 14 credits, in each of 3 University Entrance Approved Subjects. 

There are no extra changes to UE, but universities and other tertiary education providers are 

also taking the unique circumstances of 2020 into account in their discretionary entry 

requirements for 2021.  

 

 

Curriculum and Study News 
 

 

Junior English 

This week, Year 9 and 10 have their speech assessment week. They will be presenting a written and 

rehearsed speech to their entire class. Please ensure your son/daughter is prepared by practicing this 

with them at home in front of the whanau. The Year 10 students have an opportunity to obtain 3 NCEA 

credits for their speech! Good luck to our juniors! 

 

Senior English 

Our Level 1 students have been working incredibly hard this week in order to obtain 4 NCEA Credits for 

their Connections assessments. They have returned with great focus after a very disruptive period in 

their learning. Well done Level 1! 

 

We begin to move into an external writing practice phase at the Senior school. Our efforts are currently 

being put into ensuring students are prepared for their mock exams during Week 2 of Term 4. Students 

will be able to practice writing paragraphs as homework and will have focused essay writing tasks set for 

them over the school holidays to ensure they are prepared. Please support us by discussing this work 

with your son/daughter. 



The Social Science Department will hold catch up/revision sessions for students who want a quiet space 

to complete their assessment work or to revise for their externals every Wednesdays. There is a 

morning session (7.30am to 8.30am in M19) and afternoon (It is dependent on the subject teacher)  

Kia Tamatane 

 

 

 

 



HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT  

After being cancelled once already this year because of COVID-19, Mr. Fa’aumu and Ms. Toleafoa’s year 

11 Physical Education classes were fortunate to participate in their white-water rafting session at Vector 

Wero park on Wednesday 9th September. The activity was linked to their internal assessment on safety 

management in the outdoors. The students loved their experience and bought an excellent attitude on 

the day! Kia Tamatane 

 

 



 

Sports News 
 

Sports Updates 

At this stage since the levels have not changed, the season for all sports have been put on hold 

until further notice. 

 All sports will continue training after schools.  We are still training to prepare to play if the 

levels drop.  All trainings will start at 3.45pm  

Stem News 
 

Science Exploration 

This week our Level 2 Physics students explored the effect of magnetic fields on Taranaki iron sand: 

 

Level 3 Physics students experimented with electric circuits. Divya Arhcal (below left) uses a 

programmable micro:bit controller to see a capacitor charging and discharging. Peter Wilson (below 

right) makes his own circuit to log the data from a capacitor charging and discharging.  

 

 

Some of our Year 9 and 10 classes enjoyed learning about Climate Change. This project involved them 

scanning different QR codes that were linked to different articles and videos, that they then summarized 

into a poster: 



 

 

Next week’s Science Tutorials: 

o Tues & Wed 3-4 pm: Science 1U   

o Wednesday 3-4 pm: Chemistry 2U   

o Wednesday 3-4 pm: Physics 3U   

o Thursday 3-4 pm: Biology 2U  

o Friday 7-8 am: Chemistry 3U 

 

MATHS DEPARTMENT 

 

 


