
 

Otahuhu College Newsletter 

Friday 25 September 2020 

From our Principal 
 

Thank you for your support and efforts throughout this term.  

A big congratulation to our Whakairo and Visual Arts tauira that had their work displayed at this year’s Te 

Ringa Toi Māori Secondary Schools Art Exhibition in Wellington. The exhibition was opened on Tuesday 

night with Otahuhu College taking out the top Whakairo, first and second place. Well done to all for 

working hard to get their pieces ready for the exhibition and to their kaiako who guided them. 

It has been a different end to Term 3 with the Alert Level at 2.5 - and the cancellation of events.  Our focus, 

is to make sure our students' academic opportunities are maximised.  For the senior students, it has been 

a period of submitting internal achievement standards, so that next term the focus can be on NCEA 

examinations.  Usually near the end of Term 3 we have our practice examinations for NCEA.  This year 

these examinations are at the beginning of Term 4.  This will give the senior students the opportunity to 

study for these examinations during the holiday break.  We have emphasised the importance of these 

examinations to our students.  If NCEA examinations are cancelled because we are in Level 4 Lockdown- 

the results from the school's practice examinations will be used to determine the derived grades. 

Over the next two weeks, there are numerous events and workshops happening at Otahuhu College. The 

senior College’s tutorial schedule is below, and we are also looking forward to seeing over a hundred of 

our Year 9 and 10 students at the Junior College Holiday programme in the first week.  

Enrolments are significantly ahead of this time last year. If you know of friends and family wishing to enroll 

for 2021 at any year level, please encourage them to do so either online or at the office. 

 

Kia Tamatane 

 

 



Important Dates 
Monday 28 September to  
Friday 2 October 
 

Tuvalu Language Week 
 

Tutorials as below 

 

Monday 5 October to 
Friday 9 October 

Fijian Language Week 
 

Tutorials as below 

 

12 October Junior school begin exam study  

19 – 23 October Niue Language Week 
Senior school exams 

 

 

Our Commitments 
Our commitment as a school is to do the very best we can to help your child succeed. Over these next 

two weeks they should be viewed as a Study Break, where students make use of the tutorials on offer 

and also study and prepare for their exams at home.  Family life can be very busy with a lot of 

commitments, so establishing routines together can make sure that your child is best prepared for 

success.  

 Study every day, from the start of each year. This can be as simple as reviewing what was learnt 

during the day and coming up with good questions to ask the next day. 

 Start studying with your difficult subjects first, then move onto your more enjoyable subjects. 

 Study in 20-30 minute blocks having a break between each one. 

 Phones and other devices should be charged in a common area, so they are not used to distract 

from study or late at night. 

 Get a good night's sleep, teenagers generally need 8 –10 hours sleep a night. 

Getting into routines at home for study will help your child succeed. 

 

 

Planning Ahead 
During this time, we realise that some of our families may require additional help and support. If you need 

extra help then please contact us at help@otahuhucollege.school.nz or phone 099634006 and we will do the 

best we can. 

 

 

mailto:help@otahuhucollege.school.nz


Curriculum and Study News 
 

Holiday Tutorials and Workshops: 

 

The school will be very busy over the Holidays as a number of teachers are providing opportunities for 

students to either complete assessments and/or prepare for external examinations. 

 

 
 
Holiday’s Week 1 
 

Mon 28/09/20 Tues 29/09/20 Weds 30/09/20 Thurs 01/10/20 Fri 02/10/20 

Junior College 9-
3pm 

SCI1U 10-2pm 

BIO2U/3U 10-2pm 

PE/HL 8-2pm 

DTE 9-1pm 

ACC 11-1pm 

Junior College 9-
3pm 

SCI1U 10-2pm 

HIS3U 10-1pm 

PE/HL 8-2pm 

DTE 9-2pm 

ACC 11-1pm 

Junior College 9-
3pm 

SCI1U 10-2pm 

CHE3U 10-2pm 

PE/HL 8-2pm 

DTE 9-2pm 

ACC 11-1pm 

ECO 11-1pm 

Junior College 9-
3pm 

CHE2U 10-2pm 

Junior College 9-
3pm 

 

 
 
Holiday’s Week 2 
 

Mon 05/10/20 Tues 06/10/20 Weds 07/10/20 Thurs 08/10/20 Fri 09/10/20 

ART/ARD 9-12pm 

TON3U 10-1pm 

ART/ARD 9-12pm 

TON1U 9-12pm 

PHY2U/3U 10-2pm 

ART/ARD 9-12pm 

PHY2U/3U 10-2pm 

ART/ARD 9-12pm 

TON2U 10-1pm 

ART/ARD 9-12pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LEA FAKA-TONGA 

MĀTU’A TAUHI FĀNAU, 

MOU KĀTAKI ‘O FAKATOKANGA’I ANGE KO E SIVI EXTERNAL ‘A E FĀNAU AKO TONGAˊ ‘E FAKAHOKO IA 

‘O FAKATATAU KI HE TAIMI TĒPILE ‘I LALOˊ. 

KALASI ‘AHO TAIMI FEITU’U 

YR 12 TUSITE, 20 ‘OKATOPA 9:00AM – 12:00  PAVILLION 

YR 11 PULELULU, 21 
‘OKATOPA 

9:00AM – 12:00 PAVILLION 

YR 13 TU’APULELULU 9:00 AM – 12:00 PAVILLION 

  

KO IA AI ‘E FAI E AKO ‘I HE UIKE HONO 2 ‘O E TUTUKU ‘A E AKOˊ ‘O ANGA PEHEˊ NI: 

KALASI ‘AHO TAIMI FEITU’U 

YR 13 MONITE, 5 ‘OKATOPA 10:00 – 1:00 T5 

YR 11 TUSITE, 6 ‘OKATOPA 9:00 – 12:00 T5 

YR 12 TU’APULELULU, 8 
‘OKATOPA 

10:00 – 1:00 T5 

 

‘OKU FIEMA’U KE TUKU MAI E FĀNAUˊ KE NAU FAKAANGAANGA HONO FAI ‘O E SIVIˊ ‘I HE HOUA ‘E 3, 

HE KO E HŪ MAI HE TEEMI HONO 4 PEA TE NAU SIVI LEVA HE UIKE HONO 2. 

‘OKU OU ‘AMANAKI PE TE MOU FAKAFAINGAMĀLIE’I E FĀNAUˊ KI HE’EMAU KI’I AKO TUTUKU ‘E FAIˊ. 

MĀLŌ ‘AUPITO, TU’A ‘OFA ATU. 

 

 

ELECTIONS 2020 

Our Junior Social Studies classes took part in their own elections as part of their unit on Systems of 

Government. Students learned a lot in terms of the different political systems and in particular how 

democracy works. Mrs Rogers 10B class took part in this process.  

A big push was to also get our students to engage with their families in terms of understanding the 

different political parties and their policies so they can make an informed decision on how they vote. Be 

interesting to see the results  



 

 

HOILDAY TUTORIALS 

 

 

 

 

The English department would like to say a huge thank you to our school whanau for all the support 

they have given, both the teachers and the students, throughout Term 3.  

Junior English 
Last week, our Junior students participated in class speeches. The English teachers were incredibly 
impressed by the confidence and commitment seen through our learner’s efforts. The junior students 
rose to the challenge and there existed some beautiful speech presentations on issues such as climate 
change, stereotyping and culture. Every single junior participated in this assessment. Well done Junior 
English! 
 
Senior English 

We are in the midst of preparing the senior students for their NCEA Mock exams in Week 2 of Term 4. 

Students should be attempting essay writing over the holidays to submit to their teacher during the first 

week back, for feedback and support prior to their exam. There will be the English Help Centre running 

as normal when we return in Term 4, and students should take responsibility of their learning and make 

use of these to strengthen their writing in order to face the challenge of their exam. 

 

 

 



Sports News 
 

We would like to thank our parents, coaches and managers for their support over what has been a very 

difficult and interruptive season. 

All Winter Sports have now been cancelled due to the lastest update on the Covid Levels.   

So now we a preparing for Summer Sports in Term 4.  We are running trials for the following sports 

 Junior Boys and Girls Volleyball 

 Junior Boys and Girls Tennis 

 Junior Boys and Girls Tag 

 Junior Boys and Girls One Day Tournament Softball Tournament  

 Junior Boys and Girls One Day Tournament Touch Tournament  

 U15 Boys and Girls 7s Rugby 

 Senior Boys and Girls 7s Rugby 

 Please advise your child if they are interested in participating in Junior Summer Sports in Term 4 to 

listen to school notices for the meetings or go see the sports department. 

 

Holiday Sports Trainings 

The following sports trainings will run in the second week of the school holidays 

Junior Girls Volleyball (in the School Gym) 

Monday 5th October 10am-12pm 
Wednesday 7th October 10-12pm 
 

Senior Boys and Girls 7s Rugby (on the Lower Field) 

Tuesday 6th October 12pm- 2pm 

Thursday 8th October 12pm-12pm 

 

U15 Boys and Girls 7s Rugby (on the Lower Field) 

Tuesday 6th October 12pm- 2pm 

Thursday 8th October 12pm-2pm 

 



STEM News 
 

Congratulations! 

 Congratulations to Year 12 science students Lisa Teariki and Triyash Chetty for submitting very 

impressive applications to attend the Rotary Science and Technology Forum 2021, and for both 

being selected by the Rotary Club of Ōtāhuhu for nomination. Lisa and Triyash will learn if their 

nominations are successful in mid-October.  

 Congratulations to Year 12 Biology students Aruna Zachariah, Lisa Teariki and Aneeq Khan for 

participating in the recent NZ Biology Olympiad Examination. Congratulations to Lisa and Aneeq 

for being awarded a Bronze Certificate and a place on the NZIBO tutorial programme! 

 

Holiday Science Tutorials (all running from 10 am – 2pm) 

 Monday 28th September 

o Level 1 Science Further Assessment 

o Level 3 Biology 

 Tuesday 29th September 

o Level 1 Science 

 Wednesday 30th September 

o Level 1 Science 

o Level 3 Chemistry 

 Thursday 1st October 

o Level 2 Chemistry 

 Wednesday 7th October 

o Level 3 Physics 

 Thursday 8th Ocotber 

o Level 2 Physics 

 

 

University Entrance  

AUT LIVE online, (registration required on www.aut.ac.nz) is on from: 

 Tuesday 29 September to Thursday 1 October 5.30pm - 7pm There is no open day this year. 

 

 

http://www.aut.ac.nz/


Career Information 
 

Year 13 students are also encouraged to please double-check their current address and family contact 

details in the school records are up to date. This is to ensure you can be reached for any opportunities, 

jobs, new courses or certificates received and needing to be posted to you, after school ends. 

New opportunity for Year 13 school leaver: Air-Conditioning/Refrigeration apprenticeship (paid full-

time work with training). Please email Miss Chrissi Bollard on office365 to make an ‘Expression of 

Interest’. A CV will be required, and Miss Bollard will assist you with this. 

It is recommended all Year 13 students have both a ‘Plan A’ and a ‘Plan B’ especially for the fees free 

offer, and apply for at least two courses.  Even if you are hoping to find a full-time job, it is a good idea 

to also apply for a January/February course in case it takes a while to secure a job. If you are fortunate 

enough to secure a full-time job, you can always withdraw from the course to save your ‘fees free’ 

entitlement in case it is still available another time. MIT and Unitec courses are filling fast. 

 

Parents/Caregivers of Year 12 and Year 11 students, please encourage your child to view the Power 

Point presentation in their office365 email. This presentation is to assist with option/subject selection. 

If after viewing this presentation your child would like to make a change to their submitted 

options/subjects, it is important this is discussed with their Dean as soon as possible.  

Parents/Caregivers of Year 10 students, please encourage your child to view the Power Point 

presentation in their office365 email. This presentation is to assist with option/subject selection. There 

is still plenty of time for Year 10 students to complete the on-line application. 

 

 

 

 


