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From our Principal 
 

For our senior students the NCEA exams start in just a couple of weeks, and there is a lot to do. 

Attending tutorials, study at home and making sure the final assessments are completed has to be the 

main focus at this time of the year. Indeed it often feels like the whole family life is based around 

making sure that your child does the study and attends tutorials, this is what is necessary at this time of 

year in order to strengthen the family and community long term.  

It is at this time of year that I am often asked how families can help at home with their child's learning 

and getting the good grades they need. The following are some important ways of helping your child 

succeed: 

 Make sure they get to school every day. The last days for the Seniors is 2, 3, 4 December, until 

that time senior classes are running as normal. Teachers will be helping students with their 

exam preparation and practise as well as finishing off assessments.  

 The senior students should be studying and working on their assessments at home. If your child 

is one who does not normally do anything for school at home, encourage them to do half an 

hour. To be honest at this time of year half an hour for each exam subject should be a minimum 

for home study. 

 This time of year can be stressful for students and families.  One father told me that he makes a 

cup of tea for his son while he is studying. Little things like that can make such a difference. 

Thanks for all the support you give to your children's education. 

 

Important Dates 
2 – 6 November ARTS WEEK 

3 November Engagement Awards Assembly 

4 November Arts Awards Evening 

9 November Celebrating Diversity Assembly 

10 November Graduation and Senior Prize giving 



19 November Teacher Only Day 

2 December Final Day for Year 12 

3 December Final Day for Year 13 

4 December Final Day for Year 11 

7 December Graduation Ball 

9 December Junior Prize giving 

 

Junior Exam Dates 
11 November Year 9 & 10 PAT Tests 

12 November Year 9 Math’s 

Year 10 English 

13 November Year 9 English 

Year 10 Science 

16 November Year 10 Social Studies 

17 November Year 9 Social Studies 

Year 10 Math's 

18 November Year 9 Science 

NCEA Exams commence on 16 November 
 

Our Commitments 
 

The behaviour focus for next week is on being supportive. This means more than just talking to our 

children about treating others like they would want to be treated. It also means being supportive in 

learning. School is, and should be challenging, the work must require thought, and mistakes have to be 

made if learning is to happen. A key part of being supportive at Otahuhu College is based around 

supporting each other in our learning, making mistakes and working hard to do better next time. 

 

 

Curriculum and Study News 

 

Senior English 

The NCEA exams are creeping up quickly! Our students and teachers are now busy in class reviewing 

work completed for the mock exams, and undertaking new teaching and revision to prepare our 



learners for their end of year externals. These are important for a lot of students in ensuring they cross 

the line with their Level 1, 2 or 3. Our English teachers are here on their normal Help Centre days to 

ensure students have time outside of class hours to complete written practices and have a quiet space 

for revision. 

English Programme No. of lessons left until exam! Exam date 

Level 1 English 16 lessons left! Wednesday 25th November  
9:30am 

Level 2 English 15 lessons left! Tuesday 24th November 
9:30am 

Level 3 English 21 lessons left! Tuesday 1st December 
9:30am 

 

Junior English 

Our juniors are working very hard in class at the moment with the study of film and language 
preparation classes. Junior end of year exams for English are taking place on Thursday 12th and Friday 
13th November! Not long to go! 

Good luck to all of our students as the end of year approaches. 

Stem News 
 

Science Activities 

The Y10 classes are doing an inquiry project which involves designing an energy efficient house.  They  

followed the Engineering Design Process to develop their house design, and are now building models of 

their designs.   

 

 



 

Human Revolution 

Year 13 Biology students enjoyed a workshop hosted by the Auckland War Memorial Museum on 

Human Evolution this week.  The students got a close-up look at replica skulls from the museum’s 

human evolution collection and examined their diagnostic features. The students were challenged to 

identify biological changes that have taken place over time and to cite scientific evidence. They were 

also asked to look at different tool examples and explain how this culture caused cultural and 

behavioural evolution. This session was used to revise some of the concepts needed for the ‘Trends in 

human evolution’ Level 3 Biology exam. Many thanks to Ma`ara Maeva – an archaeologist working at 

the museum - for bringing this fascination workshop to Ōtāhuhu College. 

 



 

 

Science Tutorials for next week 

Monday  BIO3U   

Tuesday  SCI1U; CHE3U  

Wednesday  SCI1U; CHE2U; PHY3U  

Thursday  BIO2U; BIO3U  

 All tutorials run from 3-4 pm unless otherwise noted. 

 

 
Health and Wellness Centre News 
In the last couple of weeks, we’ve noticed more students coming to the Health Centre with 

headaches.  

One of the main causes of headaches is dehydration. The water fountains are available for use 

again throughout the school, so as the weather warms up let’s drink more water. 

Research has shown that even mild dehydration can affect your memory and mood in everyone 

from children to the elderly.  

Since your brain is mostly water, drinking it helps you think, focus and concentrate better and 

be more alert.  

 



Drinking enough water (4-8 glasses a day) may 

  improve memory, concentration and mood. ... 

  help reduce sugar cravings and aid weight loss. ... 

  improve exercise performance. ... 

  reduce headaches and migraines. ... 

  help prevent constipation a common cause of abdominal pain in teenagers… 

  help to prevent kidney stones… 

  help reduce the risk of bladder infections… 

 

 

                                 

  



 

 


