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From our Principal 
 

NCEA exams  continue to go well. It is great to see the effort our students are putting into their 

preparation and the exam itself. To try one's hardest does mean that sometimes we don’t reach our 

desired standard. Sometimes we will fail. But we learn so much from this, and it helps us do better next 

time. Trying hard in an exam is emotionally and mentally taxing, but it’s a courageous act and one that 

has far more value in the long term.  

I would like to thank the teachers and all the staff for their hard work. In most schools senior students 

finish classes a month earlier, but here at Otahuhu College, our staff are committed to helping our 

students do the very best they can. It is a privilege to work with such dedicated staff who provide 

tutorials, workshops and give up their time to help our students succeed. 

On Wednesday, we trialed serving lunch to the whole school. We are grateful to Deejays for their 

support in this. The trial went smoothly, feedback from our students was positive. We are hoping to be 

able to do this on a daily basis from Term 2 next year.  

If you know of people wanting to enroll at Otahuhu College next year, enrolments are still open for both 

in zone and out of zone students. All applications for enrolment can be done through the office or 

online. 

 

Important Dates 
 

2 December Final Day for Year 12 

3 December Final Day for Year 13 

4 December Final Day for Year 11 

7 December Graduation Ball 

9 December Junior Prize giving 

 



Our Commitments 
 

For our students to be engaged in their own education, they must be encouraged to read, ask questions, 

actively engage in discussions, write and learn to think critically about challenging material. 

 

Uniform 

Otahuhu College has a proud tradition and we expect students to take pride in wearing their uniform to 

and from school, and we seek your assistance in getting things right.  If your child is unsure of our 

uniform expectations, please refer them to the Deans.  We have a great deal of pride in our 

achievements and want that reflected in how our students wear their uniform and the pride they have 

in Otahuhu College. 

The uniform is available at NZ Uniforms in Manukau and also available online: 

http://otahuhucollege.nzuniforms.com/catalog/school-uniform-1103685.htmx 

Correct school uniform is to be worn to and from school. 

Students must be wearing completely black shoes, for health and safety reasons these must be enclosed 

shoes. Students are to wear plain black socks, pulled up. 

No undergarments (T shirts etc) should be visible, unless a plain white short sleeved top. 

There are Otahuhu College hats available, non uniform hats will be confiscated. 

If students are wearing incorrect uniform, it is their responsibility to see the Dean first thing in the 

morning.  Students without a uniform pass will have items confiscated for the reminder of the term. 

 

Curriculum and Study News 

 

 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Students from the 10F and 10G Physical Education classes were fortunate to learn 

water survival techniques with representatives from Drowning Prevention today 

in the school pool.  

 

http://otahuhucollege.nzuniforms.com/catalog/school-uniform-1103685.htmx


 

 

 

 

Arts and Culture News 

 

Whakairo  

Last Friday, Niko, pictured here on the left, with his English Language 

classmates, presented a carving he was working on in his Whakairo 

class as a gift for his English teacher, Ms Galuvao. Students like working 

in their Whakairo class. They feel a ‘sense of belonging’ in this class. 

Thank you, Ta Mason for the work you are doing for our English 

Language students. 



 

Stem News 
Science Tutorials for next week  

Tuesday   SCI1U;  

Wednesday   SCI1U;   

 All tutorials run from 3-4 pm unless otherwise noted. 

 

Science exam schedule 

Check in is at 8:30 am for a 9:30 am exam, and 1 pm for a 2pm exam.  

Wednesday 2nd December 9:30 am  Level 2 Biology 

Wednesday 2nd December 2 pm Level 3 Physics 

Friday 4th December 9:30 am  Level 1 Chemistry (SCI1U - 

Selected Elements paper) 

 

Science Activities 

Currently, Year 9 Science students are designing and building a musical instrument. Each class 

has a “Makerspace Kit” of tools and consumables such as paint and rubber bands, and this year 

we have encouraged students to source their own recyclable materials from home for their 

projects, to encourage sustainability. 



 

Year 10 Science classes are working on their inquiry project which involves designing an energy efficient 

house.  They followed the Engineering Design Process to develop their house design, and are now 

building their models.    

 

 


