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Friday 14 May 2021 

From our Principal 
 

Thank you for your tolerance during the Teacher Only Day, we appreciate that these days may disrupt 

normal routines. Over the next two years there will be more of them as the schools across the country 

get ready for the significant changes to NCEA.  These changes will predominantly effect students in Year 

9 this year and their younger brothers and sisters. 

Next Thursday we have Parent Teacher Meetings, I strongly encourage you to attend. Speaking from 

personal experience you may think your child is doing well, however after speaking face to face with 

their teacher, you realise that they can and should be doing better.  We need to encourage our children 

to attempt all classwork and homework, and consistently strive to produce work at or above the level 

they have done before. You can help by encouraging your child to do homework and independent study. 

Encourage your child to always participate in class discussions, by volunteering to ask and answer 

questions. 

We are pleased to inform you about the 1:1 chromebook program available for your child the rest of this 

year. We hope this initiative will ensure that during future lockdowns students will be able to maintain 

the high standards of learning expected at Ōtāhuhu College. 

 

 

Important Dates 
 

20 May Parent-Teacher Meeting 2.00 - 7.00pm 

31 May – 4 June Samoan Language Week 

2 June Spotlight Music Talent Search 

7 June Queen’s Birthday 

9 – 10 June Performing Arts Roadshow 

14 – 18 June Tech Week 
 



Our Commitments 
 

The behaviour focus for next week is on being supportive. This means more than just talking to our 

children about treating others like they would want to be treated. It also means being supportive in 

learning. School is, and should be challenging, the work must require thought, and mistakes have to be 

made if learning is to happen. A key part of being supportive at Otahuhu College is based around 

supporting each other in our learning, making mistakes and working hard to do better next time. 

Chromebooks 
 

Shortly we will be distributing a chromebook to each eligible students. Chromebook can be used in the 

classroom and home for educational purposes. Teachers will vary in their expectations for chromebook 

use, but your child will be using this tool for instruction, assignments, projects, research and assessment. 

For your student to receive their chromebook, a parent or guardian must collect from the Main Office. 

The following are some simple guidelines: 

  Store your Chromebook safely, away from places where it can be damaged.  

 Don’t leave your Chromebook plugged in.  Unplug it once fully charged. 

 Keep food and drinks away from it. 

 Make sure you shut down the Chromebook when not in use, don’t just log off.  

 Only the person that the Chromebook is allocated to is allowed to use it.  

 The Chromebook is for school work only. 

 We ask that the chromebook is fully charged at home, it will not be possible to charge it in class. 

 Logon using your school ID and password. 

There will be a $100 bond for the use of the chromebook for the rest of the year.  This money will be 

held by the school and refunded to your bank account as long as the laptop is returned with no damage 

after it has been used.   

 

Parent-Teacher Meetings 
  

On Thursday 20th of May school will finish at 1:00pm. Parents/caregivers are invited to come 

into school to discuss your child’s progress with each of their subject teachers. Meeting times 

available are between 2:00pm and 7:00pm. Each meeting is scheduled to last for 5 minutes and 

will take place in the Hall and/or the Library. To make an appointment go to 

www.schoolinterviews.co.nz click on ‘make a booking’ and use code 963cv. More detailed 

instructions on how to make appointments will be emailed to all Parents/caregivers. 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/


Curriculum and Study News 
 

Junior School (Year 9-10) 
 

At the end of Term One, pupils in 10MA studied the poem ‘Womb’ by Apirana Taylor. ‘Womb’ tells the 

story of the effect of settlers on the land, told from the perspective of the land itself. Through this study, 

pupils learnt how to use poetic language and different points of view to create powerful writing. Pupils 

wrote their own poems (inspired by Womb), taking the perspective of the natural world. Below are two 

examples of outstanding poetry by 10MA students. 

  

A Better Place 

Burnt trees lay silently in peace 

As the wind bristles through the burnt leaves. 

  

Bodies of people bleed into the charred grass, as the land absorbs the blood of 

The farmers and settlers start to decay fast. 

  

The land, home  

Of all living things, 

Disappointed as the burnt trees start to sting. 

  

Trees start turning 

To ash, pieces lying around like the end of 

A crash 

  

As the bodies lay silently dead,  

Stiff as if they’re in bed. 

  

Farmers and settlers have now 

Moved on to a better place where life 

Can continue. 

- Faith Talivai, M4 

  



   

Still Running 

Burnt trees, burning fires.  

Yet the cold crisp breeze 

Is still running through 

My hair, giving me a 

Sense of relief. 

  

Mothers and fathers, 

Running from what’s left 

Of their homes 

She was still erupting, 

Still leaving her mark 

  

Mount Kaguyak, more 

Furious than ever. 

  

She had destroyed everything, 

Bright green grass, now 

Covered with her blood and  

Sorrow. 

  

All that is left now is 

The eerie atmosphere 

She has left behind… 

- Siddiqa Ali, G7  



Arts and Culture News 
 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Many of our students are preparing for our upcoming competitions this term – The Big Sing, Smokefree 

Rockquest and Smokefree Tangata Beats.  Our practices are: 

Junior Band Mon 3.15pm, Wed Interval 

Legacy Band Tue 3.15pm, Thu Interval 

Doubt it Band Mon lunchtime, Wed 3.15pm 

Sync Band Wed Lunch, Thu 3.15pm 

Southern Flava Band Wed 3.15pm, Fri Interval 

Magnique choir Tue and Thu lunchtimes 

All friends and family are invited and encouraged to support our students this term:  

SMOKEFREE ROCKQUEST – Saturday 22 May, 12pm @ Auckland Girls Grammar Dorothy Winstone 

Centre. 

SMOKEFREE TANGATA BEATS – Saturday 19 June @ Auckland Girls Grammar Dorothy Winstone Centre 

THE BIG SING - Tuesday 22 June, 3.15pm @ Auckland Town Hall, Auckland City 

THE BIG SING GALA CONCERT - Tuesday 22 June, 7pm @ Auckland Town Hall (Tickets must be 

purchased for this event, through Ticketmaster:  www.ticketmaster.co.nz or by phoning (09) 970 9700 

 

Junior art 

Junior art classes have been learning about grid drawings. Being able to accurately observe and drawing 

is a very important skill in art. Students have thoroughly enjoyed the lesson and achieved some great 

results! Well done  

     

http://www.ticketmaster.co.nz/


   

 

 

Stem News 
 

Recent events 

WEN Buddy Programme 

A group of Year 12 & 13 Physics students have signed up to the join this year’s Women in Engineering 

Buddy Programme run by the University of Auckland. There are six events throughout the year which 

are designed to introduce high school students to all aspects of studying engineering at university – both 

social and academic. The first event on April 21st was the programme Launch, and the second event on 

May 12th was a discussion of diversity in Engineering.  

   



   

  

Junior STEM Holiday Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Enjoying games and puzzles during the breaks! Escape Room fun! Cooperating together to break 

the codes and unlock the prize.  

 

 

 

Learning about volcanoes, and a chemical 
reaction to make them explode! 

Working in pairs to learn coding and level up 
through the game as fast as they can! 



  
And applying their coding skills to drive a Sphero 
robot around the town map. 

Learning about plastic pollution in the ocean and 
experimenting to learn about the different 
numbers on plastic containers. 

 

Experience Engineering Day at Waikato University 

The junior STEM students were joined by seniors interested in Engineering for a day of activities at 

Waikato University in Hamilton. The day was rated highly by all students, and the school staff were 

impressed by the quality of activities (especially the multi-coloured sand-pit map!).  

 

  



  

  

 

 

 
Library News 

 
BOOK REVIEWS FROM THE READING COMPETITION 

WILLIE LOMU KEI (Y9) – Massey 

Book:  White Fang 
Author: Jack London 
Fav Character: White Fang 
Why?  Because he rescued his male owners dad. 
 
Tell us about the book:   
White Fang is a story of a wolf dog that is rescued from it’s brutal owner and gradually becomes 
domesticated through the patience and kindess of its owners father Weedon Scott.  White Fang 
eventually builds the courage to defend Weedon Scott from his own son. 



  

OCEANIA COLLIER (Y9) – Hobson 

Book: I am Malala 
Author: Malala Yousafzai 
Fav Character: Malala’s brothers (Khoshai & Afal) 
Why? Because even though Malala became well known and famous for her talent of speaking out for 
her cause and country – her brothers still treated her the same/normal.  Making sure she remained 
humble. 
  
Tell us about the book:   
Malala loved school and education but as time passed, she realised all of her experiences were lessons.  
Most of her people (especially females and poor families) did not have an education.  
So when Eazlullah and his group were against females getting an education and other religions attending 
school.  Malala decided that she would not only speak for herself but the people who were voiceless. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


