Otahuhu College Newsletter
Friday 21 May 2021

From our Principal
Thank you to all the families who came to the parent teacher interviews on Thursday this week. It was
great to see so many of our families here on Thursday. As a parent I always find it important to meet my
children's teachers face to face and hear what needs to be done to help my daughters do better at
school. The conversations were of great benefit to our teachers and will help us help our students to do
even better.
This week has been another busy week for our students, with trips to Waihi for Chemistry, tramping
expeditions for PE, acting debuts for our drama students and a trip to the beach for our Geographers. It
is impressive the capacity of our students to transition quickly from one activity to another, and also to
balance many demands at once.
Winter has set in, with colder mornings and some wet days. It is still really important that students
attend school regularly. This may mean leaving home 5 to 10 minutes earlier so that they can get to
school on time. For families who may struggle with jackets, the Deans are available to help. The school is
open from 7:00am each day and heaters are on in the hall and the classrooms are warm. We ask that
you make sure your child gets to school on time every day. The students have done some great work so
far this year and keeping the momentum through the winter months.

Important Dates
31 May – 4 June
2 June
7 June
9 – 10 June
14 – 18 June

Samoan Language Week
Spotlight Music Talent Search
Queen’s Birthday
Performing Arts Roadshow
Tech Week

Our Commitments
Our commitment for next week is to be on time. This means more than just being at school by 8:30am
and moving quickly and quietly to class. Good time management is an important aspect of being
successful. For our students they need to know when their assignments are due to be handed in. A
good idea is 3 days before the due date for your children to show you their assignments, this way you
can check if they have finished, or need to work really hard to get the assignment finished by the due
date.

Curriculum and Study News
Exercise Book Expectations
At Otahuhu College, we believe it is important that every student takes pride in the presentation and
overall organisation of their work. Student’s classwork is an indication of their progress and our school
values.
We will check your exercise book regularly and will be clear about what work you need to improve.
Student work is a record of learning and progress over time which demonstrates their attitude to
learning in and out of school.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Make sure every piece of work has an underlined title and date.
Underline all headings with a ruler.
Write in blue or black pen.
Always draw with a pencil (tables, graphs and diagrams) and write with a pen.
Complete neat work at the front – rough work at the back of the exercise book.
Avoid graffiti and doodling on your books and folders. Do not rip out any pages.
Your exercise books must be available for every lesson.
Take pride in your work.

Scholarship
With competition to get a scholarship, it’s crucial to stand out from the pool of applicants by
demonstrating real commitment to bettering yourself as an individual. This means having a few
extracurricular activities to show off to scholarship providers, demonstrating your passions and
interests outside the classroom, as well as examples of times you’ve got involved with the local
community, perhaps by taking part in volunteer work for a good cause.

Leadership skills are also hugely valued by scholarship providers, and you can demonstrate this by
volunteering to lead projects in your extracurricular activities or community work.
Another thing that could really make you stand out from the rest when it comes to scholarship
applications is a glowing report on your academic and personal qualities through your letters of
recommendation, so it’s important to build strong relationships with your teachers – if a teacher
knows you well, they’ll be able to provide a more personal and accurate reflection of you in their
letter.

Hospitality
These Year 12 Hospitality students – Lusiane, Inaria and Cherlana were at the Pavilion bright and early at
6.30 am to help with the breakfast buffet on Wednesday.

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Ms Toleafoa’s, Mr Fa’aumu’s and Mr Tamati’s year 11 Physical Education classes completed an
8km tramp around one of the Hunua Ranges tracks on Friday 21 st May as part of their safety
management in the outdoors achievement standard. Thank you to Ms Robati and Ms Lavea for
assisting as well.

Sports News
SPORTS DRAW FOR THE WEEK ENDING 29th MAY 2021
DAYS
SATURDAY
22/05

TEAMS

VS

VENUE

TIME
12.00PM
9.15AM
NO GAME
9.15AM

1st XV RUGBY BOYS
2B RUGBY BOYS
U15 RUGBY BOYS

S.C.C
AUCK GRAMMAR
NO GAME

S.C.C
AUCK GRAMMAR
NO GAME

U14 RUGBY BOYS

WAITAKERE

OC PAVILION

NETBALL
SENIOR A
Y10 A
Y9 A
Y9 B

PAKURANGA
ONE TREE HILL
MAGS
EGGS

ANC 7
ANC 8
ANC 16
ANC 27

10.50AM
8.30AM
9.40AM
9.40AM

MONDAY
24/05
TUESDAY
25/05

WEDNESDAY
26/05

THURSDAY
27/05

OPEN BOYS
BASKETBALL
OPEN GIRLS
BASKETBALL
U17 BOYS
BASKETBALL
JUNIOR GIRLS
BASKETBALL
1st XIII RUGBY
LEAGUE
SENIOR BOYS
SOCCER
SOCCER GIRLS
SOCCER
JUNIOR BOYS
BASKETBALL

MANGERE

PULMAN 4

6.00PM

BYE

BYE

BYE

PAPAKURA

PULMAN 5

5.45PM

MISSION HEIGHTS

PULMAN 1

4.15PM

HILLARY

OC PAVILION

4.00PM

WAIUKU

OC LOWER FIELD

4.00PM

WESLEY

OC LOWER FIELD

4.00PM

TBC

TBC

TBC

FRIDAY
28/05

Stem News
Next Week’s Science Tutorials
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Break 2
3 - 4 pm

Friday
• BIO3U (KRB)

• CHE2U (TMU)

• CHE3U (TMU & VKR)

• BIO3U (KRB)

• BIO3U (HAR)

• SCI1U (KRB)

• BIO2U (HAR)

• BIO2U (SWZ)

STEM in the Holidays
During the April Holidays, Year 13 student Lisa Teariki attended the NZ International Biology Olympiad
(NZIBO) training camp in Dunedin. Lisa was one of just 25 students selected from around the country to
attend, based on two previous exams.
Lisa enjoyed learning about a wide range of biology topics, and especially enjoyed the workshops on
butterflies and immunology.

Science Fun this week!
From Mr Vijayakumar: These are some photos from the Slip N’ Slide activity held with Science class
10HB. This activity was used to support the learners in their learning of the relationship between
distance, time and velocity. This opportunity was used to integrate the learning happening in both
Mathematics and Science and to add a real-world context to the learning happening in the classroom.

From Dr Hardy: Students explored air resistance and weight force in an attempt to make a parachute
that landed with the least amount of impact. They trialed and redesigned and retried until they were
successful

Career Information
Last month eight (8) students attended the 2021 Year 13 Kei a tatou te ihi (KATTI ) programme held this
year at Te Wananga o Aotearoa (TWOA) in Mangere. The Year 13 day concentrates on the pathways to
further education and employment. This year’s participants were:
Khalani Chan, Trinity Esau, Taylor Keni, Maata Nestor, Mauritius Rangiuia, Jasmine RotaLeggan, Manaia Tahana and Lily Williams.

The photos below show some of the KATTI participants in one of the workshops:

