Otahuhu College Newsletter
Friday 11 June 2021

From our Principal
This week has been another busy week for Otahuhu College. Our Performing Arts students have made
their annual tour to our local Intermediates as part of their Roadshow, and it is great to receive such
positive applause from our future students. Otahuhu College is one of the top performing arts schools
around and we take great pride in our artists dedication and hard work.
This week also saw the vaccination catch up, and thank you to all the families for getting the consent
forms back in. The Vaccination team from the DHB is visiting schools throughout Auckland and were
highly impressed by our students and their willingness to get vaccinated to protect their families and
their community.
This week we had a visiting senior leader from another school who was so impressed by the classes they
observed. In particular the willingness of students to ask and answer questions as well as the fact that
nearly every class and every student has started their work before the second bell.

Important Dates
14-18 June
14 June
18 June
19 June
22 June
7 July
9 July
26 July

Tech Week
Y12 Kings Exchange Programme
Rockquest Finals – AGGS from 7pm, Tickets $10
Tangata Beats – AGGS from 11.30am, Tickets $10
Big Sing – Auckland Town Hall from 11.45am
Music Showcase 6pm
End of term two
Start of term three

Our Commitments
The behaviour focus for next week is on being supportive. This means more than just talking to our
children about treating others like they would want to be treated. It also means being supportive in
learning. School is, and should be challenging, the work must require thought, and mistakes have to be
made if learning is to happen. A key part of being supportive at Otahuhu College is based around
supporting each other in our learning, making mistakes and working hard to do better next time.

Enroll for 2022
We welcome and strongly encourage families and friends to enrol their children in Otahuhu College
before the end of September. This is very important in terms of our planning to provide your children
the best possible education next year.

We also welcome enrolments from out of zone students, especially those who aspire to tertiary
education and those seeking a values-based education for their children.

Prohibition on vaping
From 11 November 2020, the existing prohibition on smoking at schools, early childhood education facilities
and care centres is extended to include vaping. From Otahuhu College perspective and from the government,
Vaping is treated the same as smoking. Any vaping equipment will be confiscated and disposed of.

University Entrance
The minimum requirement to get into university is:





10 Level One Numeracy credits
5 Level Two Reading credits and 5 Level Two writing credits
60 credits at Level Three
Most importantly, 14 Level Three credits in three university approved subjects

To get into the best courses and to do well at University, then, your child needs to:
 Attend and do well in the external exams
 Have 80 credits in university approved subjects
 Gain wherever possible Merit and Excellence grades

Sports News
SPORTS DRAW FOR THE WEEK ENDING 19TH JUNE 2021
DAYS
SATURDAY
12/06

MONDAY
14/06
TUESDAY
15/06

WEDNESDAY
16/06

THURSDAY
17/06

TEAMS

VS

VENUE

TIME

1st XV RUGBY BOYS
2B RUGBY BOYS
U15 RUGBY BOYS
U14 RUGBY BOYS

AVONDALE
LISTON
D.L.S
AUCKLAND GRAM

AVONDALE
OC PAVILION
OCPAVILION
AUCK GRAMMAR

12.00PM
9.15AM
9.15AM
10.30AM

NETBALL
SENIOR A
Y10 A
Y9 A
Y9 B
GIRLS RUGBY 10

ST CUTHBERTS
GLENDOWIE
ST CUTHBERTS
ACG PARNELL
PAPATOETOE

ANC 26
ANC 29
ANC 2
ANC 22
OC PAVILION

12.35PM
8.00AM
9.50AM
8.55AM
4.15PM

OPEN BOYS
BASKETBALL

PAPAKURA

PULMAN 4

6.30PM

OPEN GIRLS
BASKETBALL

ROSEHILL

PULMAN 1

5.45PM

U17 BOYS
BASKETBALL

TKKM O NGA
MAUNGARONGO

PULMAN 6

5.45PM

JUNIOR GIRLS
BASKETBALL
1st XIII RUGBY
LEAGUE

ROSEHILL

PULMAN 3

4.15PM

NO GAME

NO GAME

NO
GAME

SOCCER BOYS
SOCCER

TUAKAU

OC LOWER FIELD

4.00PM

SENIOR GIRLS
SOCCER
JUNIOR BOYS
BASKETBALL

ORMISTON

ORMISTON

4.00PM

ALFRISTON

PULMAN 5

4.15PM

Arts and Culture News
Our band Southern Flava will be performing at the ROCKQUEST district finals on Friday, the 18 th of June
at the Dorothy Winstone Centre at Auckland Girls Grammar School. The evening start at 19:00 and the
entry fee is $10 per person. Please come and support them.
Text voting is open for our band Southern Flava to win the Peoples Choice award for Rockquest. To vote,
text the name of the band with no gaps to 3196. Only one vote her cellphone number. Texts cost 20c.
Your support is appreciated. J
On behalf of: Vaiomana, Julyett, Christina, Melda, Blessing, Matiasi, Chronicle, Nerisa.

LATE BAND PRACTICE – Week 7
All our bands will be having a longer practice than usual next week, given it
is the week of our Tangata Beats competition and Rockquest district finals.
SOUTHERN FLAVA BAND
Monday 14 June
3:15pm – 6:15pm
LEGACY BAND

Tuesday 15 June

3.15pm – 6.15pm

SYNC BAND

Thursday 17 June

3.15pm – 6.15pm

Tāmaki Makaurau Smokefree Tangata Beats Heats are being held at The Dorothy Winstone
Centre, Auckland Girls Grammar, on Sat 19th June.
It will be divided into three sessions as listed below.

11.30 am Session - Solo/duo Category
1.30 pm Session - Band Category
3.00 pm Session - Band Category
Tickets are $10 at the door. No charge for band members, teachers and children 5yrs and
under. Entry ticket is valid for all sessions.

Trip to the Maui Matinee Show last week Friday
On Friday, the 4th of June, some year 11’s from our Music Department were fortunate enough to receive
an opportunity to watch the Maui Matinee Show. Different schools from around Auckland were able to
attend hoping that our young minds can understand and relate to their dance performances. Knowing
that the younger generation are who we depend on for the future, they hoped that what they would
showcase would be a story that would be told / carried through many generations to come.
They showcased different styles of music and dance, each performed with emotions that would let the
audience know how they feel and how Maui feels. One word that would describe the entire show would
be “Powerful”. Everything from the smallest performances to the entire group was powerful. Powerful
in the actions they used to tell the story, powerful in the songs they sang and played just to set the
scene, powerful in the words they used when expressing themselves and how they viewed a certain
situation that still occurs today; but powerful enough that it motivated us to keep our culture alive. The
fact that people who came from all across the world can change our traditions is strong. With that
opportunity they seem to take advantage of us and our culture.
Each student who attended can say that it was awesome and inspirational. We were able to engage
with the music, the dancers but mainly the story behind it. The influence that we get nowadays become
a reason as to why our culture is dying, our stories have been faded; our ancestors’ sacrifices have been
forgotten. This show was definitely worth watching.
Sharon Grey, Year 11

Junior ART
Junior Art Year 9 students have been learning about values and shades of the colour blue. Students are
engaged in creating their own art work with sea creature silhouettes.

Stem News
STEM Fun
From Dr Hardy’s classroom:
Biology level 3 students are tracing orthokinesis and klinokinesis of slaters. They use time and distance
to measure the speed of the slater and a cross is marked every time a slater takes a turn. The
investigation was to determine the impact that different textured surfaces would have on their rate of
movement and rate of turning. The greater objective was to analyze the challenges and assumptions
scientists experience whilst investigating living organisms and their responses.

YEAR 11 Whakapiki Ake – Te Whe programme
Four of our Year 11 science students were invited to join the University of Auckland’s Whakapiki Ake –
Te Whe programme for Māori students interested in a career in health. They spent a day at the Faculty
of Medicine and Health in Grafton learning about different aspects of health. First they visited the
incredible Whakaaro Pai, Medical Sciences Learning Centre - full of specimens and models of body parts,
and learned the Tikanga that surrounds entering and engaging with such a special place. Then they
learnt about Optometry – a career which combines physics and health, good work-life balance and a
great salary. Later in the day they explored some hands-on Chemistry and Biology, as a taster of what
they might learn if they choose to study a health or medical degree at university.

TECH WEEK

Next week is our first ever “TECH WEEK” at Ōtāhuhu College. Every day during Break 2, we will be
running activities on coding, robotics, electronics, etc. All students and staff are welcome to attend and
explore the world of Technology!

Day

What?

Who with?

Where?

MON

Sphero Robots

Mr Kant & Ms Fleming

STEM HUB L2

TUES

Hour of Code

Mr Tu’inukuafe & Ms Fleming

M9

WED

Programming Games

Ms Fleming

STEM HUB L2

THU

MOTAT kit – Learn about
Electricity

Ms Fleming

STEM HUB L2

FRI

3-D printing & Robotics

Mr Duff & Mr Vijay

STEM HUB L2

Next Week’s Science Tutorials

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Break 2

3 - 4 pm

Friday
BIO3U (KRB)

CHE2U (TMU)

CHE3U (TMU & VKR)

BIO3U (KRB)

BIO3U (HAR)

SCI1U (KRB)

BIO2U (HAR)

BIO2U (SWZ)

Poetry
You would sing too.
You would sing too,
If you could eat taro every day.
You would sing too,
If you could dance with fire.
You would sing too,
If you could live in a faleoo.

You'd sing...
You'd sing too,
If you lived in a fale.
You’d sing too,
If you had a tata tau.
You'd sing too,
If you had a ta’ovala.

You would sing too,
If you could wear a Ie lavalava.
You would sing too,
If you could eat ka’amu.
You would sing too,
If you were big and strong.

You'd sing too,
If you had a tekiteki.
You'd sing too,
If you could ta’olunga.
You'd sing too,
If you were Tongan like me.

You would sing too,
If you were a Samoan.
Allan Taupau, Y11

Ana Toluta’u, y11

Library News
Samoan Language Week 2021
Definitely one for the books. The week long programme was prepared well in advance and the end
product was spectacular. Luiz Seetai (Y13) a key figure in bringing this to life, led the charge along with
the prefect events committee Mercy Timu Moe, Veisenia Havila and Mohammed Khalid and MANY
others.
Samoan Language Week was opened with the ‘Ava ceremony conducted by Mr Usufono’s Samoan
senior class, followed with the ‘taualuga’ from the ‘Taupou’ Mercy Timu Moe.
Throughout the week, morning assemblies became the tone that set the day and it filtered to the
Library, where another line up was awaiting. It was decided that we change it up this year and
introduce an interactive week, which showcased the everyday living in Samoa. From learning how to
siva, how to make coconut cream, to having discussions on ones journey of receiving one of Samoas
measina ‘treasures’ the malofie or also known as the pe’a (male tattoo).
Overall it was intriguing, entertaining, fun, informative to say the least. Thank you to all the performers,
the guest speakers, parent helpers, teachers who took part and most of all our organisers who took
pride in producing such great work. Malo lava fa’afetai. Ia manuia le vaiaso, soifua.

