Otahuhu College Newsletter
Friday 18 June 2021

From our Principal
The highlight of this week was our annual King’s College exchange for our Year 12 students. This
event was established 21 years ago and has resulted in long term friendships, and I am sure
that this year will have a very similar outcome. When you are with our students every day, you
sometimes take for granted how respectful, hardworking and willing they are to help and
support others. They are without doubt a fantastic group of young men and women and a real
credit to their families and to our community.
Next week we have exams and assessments. As always good preparation is important, and the
aim has to be to prepare better for these assessments than before. All students should be
studying and preparing and in this week leading up to the exams. Family life can be very busy
with a lot of commitments, so establishing routines together can make sure that your child is
best prepared for success.






Study every day. This can be as simple as reviewing what was learnt during the day and
coming up with good questions to ask the next day.
Start studying with your difficult subjects first, then move onto your more enjoyable
subjects.
Study in 20-30 minute blocks having a break between each one.
Phones and other devices should be charged in a common area, so they are not used to
distract from study or late at night.
Get a good night's sleep, teenagers generally need 8 –10 hours sleep a night.

Getting into routines at home for study will help your child succeed in the upcoming exams.

Important Dates
18 June
19 June
22 June
7 July
9 July
26 July
2 – 6 August
2 – 7 August
10 August

Rockquest – AGGS from 7.00pm, Tickets $10
Tangata Beats – AGGS from 11.30am, Tickets $10
Big Sing – Auckland Town Hall from 11.45am
Music Showcase 6pm
End of term two
Start of term three
Cook Island Language Week
School Production
Teacher Only Day

Our Commitments
The focus for next week is being on time. Students are expected to be at school by 8:30am, and then
seated in the correct space in assembly. With the weather due to change to more wintery conditions,
your child should have a plan to get to school on wet days on time. With Auckland traffic this often
means leaving 10-15 minutes earlier. For those students who are late to school three or more times in a
week, they will be given a detention.
Please remind your child that they need to move to class as soon as the first bell goes, and they should
be seated, with their books out and bags on the floor ready to learn by the second bell.

2022 Enrolments
Enrolments are open for Next year 2022. You can now do this on-line!
View Enrolment Application.
We encourage you to complete the on-line application but if you are unable to do this, you can
either collect an enrolment pack from the Office, or we can send you a pack. Please email:
enquiries@otahuhucollege.school.nz about this.

Junior School (Year 9-10)
FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT...

Below is some beautiful art by our Year 10 students, like this beautiful ink painting by Kianna
Craig.

And these lovely drawings of butterflies by Year 10 students Matarii Nicholas (top),
Zaakiyah Shakeel (middle) and Gortina Molesi (bottom). Well done girls on a fantastic
effort in class.

Sports News
Netball News
It was a great day of netball on Saturday for all teams.
Year 9A played an awesome game against St Cuthbert’s unfortunately we didn’t come away with the
win.
Year 9B with great team work pulled away with a great win against Parnell College 21–5.
Year 10A pushed to the end and fought hard throughout the game with an outstanding result of 43–21
against Glendowie.
Finally, our Premier team with a tight game, pulled away last quarter and came away with the win 22–16
win against St Cuthbert’s.
Thank you all to those who support our teams.

1st XV Boys Rugby - Parent Engagement Evening
Parent engagement is an event we look forward to because we make it a point to interact with families.
We opened the evening with a prayer led by this years’ captain Jeroyme Pritchard, followed with the
introduction of the coaching and management staff.
The evening was about providing parents and family with important information surrounding the
standards, procedures and expectations as supporters, both at home and away games. The strong
message of unity and fair play echoed throughout the night and was well received by the families.
After delivering the message of positive reinforcement on game day, we proceeded with a fun
icebreaker led by Mrs Tuialii, which really brought the group together.
After this segment was the important part of the meeting – food. After the icebreaker, the parents sat
in groups and engaging with other parents, coaches and other players besides their own child. Overall,
it was successful.

SUMMER SPORTS PHOTOS.
We are now operating an online ordering system through Photolife for summer sports and activities
photos. Each student that was in photos for summer sports and activities has been given a notice which
has the instructions on how they order their photos. Each slip contains an online Photo Access Key
which will bring up every photo that is associated with your child's name which you will be able to view
before ordering.
Free Delivery of photos ends on Midnight Sunday 11th July.

Arts and Culture News
ARTS ROADSHOW
The Arts Roadshow is a fabulous combination of Dance, Drama and Music performances displayed to our
future, potential, budding performing arts youngsters, to our local community. On Wednesday 9 th June
and Thursday 10th June, we took out 48 talented OC students to perform at Mangere Central Primary,
Bader Intermediate, Fergusson Intermediate, Otahuhu Intermediate and Papatoetoe Intermediate. We
performed 3 Music items, 2 dance items and 1 Drama item. We received fantastic feedback and each of
our young audiences showed their appreciation through laughter, roaring applause and shouts of support.
It is wonderful for our students to get such positive acknowledgment from our local schools, and it lifts
the arts profile of our school, that Otahuhu College is the place to be!

Y12 KINGS EXCHANGE
The Kings exchange has been a tradition of our school and Kings for the last 30 years and its great to have
it back in action after last year’s events. We always present 2 or 3 music items to each other and this
year's items from Otahuhu College continued our high standard of performances. Kings items were
awesome too! Well done to everyone involved! Kia Tamatane.

ROCKQUEST
Tonight, is the Rockquest District Finals at the Dorothy Winstone Centre at Auckland Girls Grammar School.
It starts at 19:00 and the entry fee is $10 per person.
Please remember to vote for our band Southern Flava to stand a chance to win the People's Choice award
for Rockquest. To vote, text the name of the band with no gaps to 3196. Only one vote per cellphone
number. Texts cost 20c. Your support is appreciated.

TANGATA BEATS
Smokefree Tangata Beats Heats are being held at the Dorothy Winstone Centre, Auckland Girls
Grammar, on Sat 19th June. This competition mainly features bands but also solo and duet acts.
The day has been divided into three sessions:
11.30 am Session - Solo/duo Category

Tai’ulagi Hogue

1.30 pm Session - Band Category

Legacy Band

3.00 pm Session - Band Category

Sync Band

Tickets are $10 at the door. No charge for band members, teachers and children 5yrs and
under. Entry ticket is valid for all sessions.

BIG SING
Our MAGNIQUE choir is performing at the Big Sing this Tuesday, 22 June at the Auckland Town Hall in
the city. Our performance session time starts at 1:35pm. This day session is free for the audience and
our students would welcome your support. We are also performing at the Gala concert which starts at
7:00pm. Tickets for the audience can be purchased from iticket.

FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
A selection of extra engaged Year 9 and Year 10 students had the opportunity of attending a screening
of the new French movie Les Parfums at the Bridgeway Cinema this week. This event was the first time
in recent history that Otahuhu College students have been able to participate in the international French
Film Festival, which is a rich source of culture that joins New Zealand to the network of French-speaking
countries in the Pacific, Europe, Africa, and other parts of the world. Students made the most of the
movie as a chance to listen to real, spoken French and see some snapshots of France’s cityscapes. They
also enjoyed the trip to the North Shore as an occasion to discover more of Auckland’s geography, and
they are pictured here enjoying views of the Harbour Bridge before the film began!

Stem News
Year 13 Physics Trip to Rainbows End
(Report by Triyash & Jessica):
Lightheaded laughter and high-velocity emotions encompassed our trip to Rainbow's End.
Our early morning of excitement started off with a worksheet, the main reason we went to rainbow’s
end (apart from wanting to miss a day a school and go on the rollercoaster of course!). Our first
objective was to spend one hour filling out as much of the rainbows end physics related questions as we
could so we could earn our bands to go on the rides. Our second was to fill out the rest of the
information we needed such as timing how long the log flume ride lasts for, how many people there are
in total on the rollercoaster and what the timing was for the dodgems over a measured length. Last but
not least our final objective was to have fun!
This physics trip changed our perspective of how we view theme parks as we soon realised the intricate
design and physics involved in each ride. It all made sense, the concepts learnt weren't theoretical
anymore as we realised their relation to the real world. We often board rides such as the Stratosfear
without a second thought on its inner workings. Essentially, the Stratosfear is a giant pendulum! The
said concepts learnt that contribute to its functionality jumped out from the page and onto the
structure.
Somewhere in between calculating the maximum speed of the fear fall and estimating the potential
energy of the log flume, there was laugher, high pitch squalling and gravity that held together Physics
3U.

Science Fun
From Mr Vijay: This week the learners from 9RY attended a series of events known as Get Into Gaming.
These events are designed to get young ākonga from a wide variety of backgrounds discovering one of
Aotearoa’s fastest growing creative industries, gaming. A highlight from this series of events was the
session on Introduction to what it takes to become a Pro Gamer and Content Creator. This was hosted
by Professional Esport Player and Content Creator, SHOK.

From Dr Hardy: This week we visited the garden and explored decomposers in the compost and
explored why fungi are found under trees and what their role is. Students got a New Zealand organism
and had to construct food chains from these. We are currently looking at Ecology and it was good for
students to learn about our native fauna and flora and understand how they interconnect and what
happens if one is removed.

Next week’s Science Tutorials:
Tuesday
Break 2

STEM Fun & Board
Games in L2 (FLM)

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

L3 Physics –
Waves (FLM)

BIO3U (KRB)

All welcome
3 - 4 pm

CHE2U (TMU)

CHE3U (TMU & VKR)

BIO3U (KRB)

BIO3U (HAR)

SCI1U (KRB)

BIO2U (HAR)

BIO2U (SWZ)

Library News
Get Lit Club
We have the absolute pleasure of having two librarians from our local libraries – one from Mangere East
(Liz) and the other (Leilani) from Toia also known as the Otahuhu Library. They grace us with their
presence every second Wednesday using our library space to engage and encourage our students to use
the local libraries.
They are super friendly and are keen to help our students in any way. In the short time they have
(during break 2) the facilitators power through some really cool interactive games such as bingo by
beats and fill in the grid. Our first group completed a fast questionnaire – the first one to finish and have
all the correct answers wins $20. Our winner this week was Lagilelei Greenland.
Listen out for the daily notices to hear the next Get Lit meeting. Free for all and all are welcome.

