
 

Otahuhu College Newsletter 

Friday 9 July 2021 

From our Principal 
 

Thank you for your support during this busy and successful term. The last day of term is always looked 
forward with anticipation by students and staff alike, but it also a good time to reflect on the last ten 
weeks.  The academic achievement of our students have never been better, our sporting teams are 
training and playing hard, the performing arts continue to shine.  

In assembly today the students were told that while the holidays is an important time to refresh and do 
their chores at home, they should also do work for their subjects they are studying each day. For senior 
students twenty minutes a day for each of their subjects will help them significantly. 

During the holidays the College is running a series of workshops and I encourage your children to take 
part. Enjoy the holidays and thank you for your support. 

Important Dates 
26 July  Start of term three  
2 – 6 August  Cook Island Language Week  
2 – 7 August  School Production  
10 August  Teacher Only Day 
9 – 10 August  Math’s Week  
16 August  Senior Option Selection  
16 – 20 August  Poetry Week  
23 – 27 August  Humanities Week  
26 - 27 August  Y11 Leadership Camp RBT  

 
 

 

 



Junior School (Year 9-10) 
 

Junior English 

For the last two weeks, year 9’s have been reading poetry and practicing writing some of their own. We 
have had some amazing poems written by many students. It is really pleasing to see how the students 
are accepting the power of words to speak of their experiences in life. One poem that really touched me 
is of a boy who speaks of his struggles through poetry.  

Today I don’t want to be different 

My ADHD is worsening. 

I wear a mask to seem happy. 

My counsellor tells me I might have anxiety. 

I almost feel to all the new issues and new experiences. 

Having to eat pills everyday just to seem normal and to sleep.  

A constant night of bad thoughts and emotions.  

Negative thoughts, family court, foster care, suicide, 

What’s happening to me? 

Family deaths, mothers arrest, is this all just a test? 

How long until all this pain is just put to rest? 

Today, I don’t want to be different. 

By: Tarun Rishabh (9RY) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sports News 
 

Rugby News 

Congratulations the Following students who have been selected the Blues U18 Combine Skills day on 
Sunday 11th July. 

Sione Tupou 
Darren Fili 
Xenith Tofilau 
Stevenia Uatisone Tuputala 
Jeroyme Pritchard 
Mose Tuialii 
Tausinga Naitoko 
 

Arts and Culture News 
 

Debating 

Our debating season reached a very satisfying end this week, with both teams achieving wins against 
Tangaroa College and Sancta Maria College.  It has been very pleasing to watch each team’s speakers 
gradually gain confidence, improve their preparation technique, and build greater detail into their 
arguments.  The teams have also become increasingly invested in debating as the year has progressed, 
and some students have been challenging themselves by taking a leadership role in managing the 
composition of teams and their attendance at practices.  We would like to thank De La Salle College for 
hosting the debates this year and welcoming us into their school environment. 

Looking ahead to next season, I am excited about the world of possibilities for expanding debating 
further at Otahuhu College in 2022.  Next term, we will look to begin training eager Year 9s and Year 10s 
who would be keen to debate next year.  I would love to hear from any students who are interested! 

– Mr Hart 



 

 



 

English News 
This week 9SD have written poetry inspired by poems by William Blake. They have taken the 
most interesting words from these poems and turned them into characters. Here are just two 
of many excellent examples: 

Inspired by A Poison Tree by William Blake 

The word as a resident of my hometown. 

Poems are small villages occupied by words. 

Foe is the hustler who never gets trusted by anyone  

because he always betrays everyone. 

Wrath is the old lady who is so grumpy she can make  

a sunny day go rainy and stormy in two seconds. 

Garden is the school girl that always smells like flowers and 

looks very pretty. I kind of have a crush on her. 

Day is the lady who fights with wrath to stay a bit longer 

outside, but never wins the argument. 

Night is the guy who gets tired of Day and Wrath fighting so he just does his own thing.  

I sometimes go and hang out with him. He’s very chill. 

Grow is the wolf who never stops growing  

and is one of the sons of Loki the God of Mischief.  



Soon his whole foot will be the same size of the village. 

Bright is the young boy who shines everyday  

no matter how bad the weather is because his mood is never negative. 

Apples is the guy who is nice to everyone and everyone is nice back.  

Except for the doctor who always disappears when someone takes a bite. 

Sunned is the beach lifeguard who is the leader for Baywatch and has a record for most people saved.  

Fears is the momma's boy who lies to his family about playing football to “carry on” the family legacy. But really, 
he’s too scared to play. 

Bore is the pregnant lady who is on her way to have another baby.  

I'm pretty sure that’s her sixth child? 

Soft is the chubby kid who eats a lot and feels like a pillow when you lean on him. 

 

 By Palema Tova (9SD) 

 

Inspired by A Poison Tree by William Blake 

The word as a resident of my hometown. 

Poems are small villages occupied by words. 

Day and Night are a couple who arent allowed too see each other. 

Foe is a girl who puts family over everything.  

Apple is a little boy who sits up in his tree singing all day long. 

Fears is a little girl who is afraid of the dark and needs a nightlight. 

Morning is a little dog that wakes everyone up. barking away at 6am every day. 

Garden is an old lady who loves to plant flowers and trees. 

Angry is a man who always yells a people when they didn’t do anything. 

Tree is the girl who never stops growing. she decided to dye her curly hair green. 

Soft is a young girl that takes everything to heart.  

Watered is a netball player who never stop drinking water. 

Smiles is a boy who is always happy even when something’s not right. 

Shine is a little girl who loves to grant people wishes, like a genine.  

Deceitful is a young boy who always lies to his mum and dad when he comes home late. 

Sunned is the girl who always tries to look pertty for the boys at the beach.  



Beneath is an old man who is always looking for gold with his metal detector. 

 

By Ezryana Kisiona, Rose Pomana & Marley Katoa (9SD) 

 

9GR – Novel Study 

This term 9GR read and studied the novel Bastion Point, about the 507-day land occupation in central 
Auckland in the 1970s. They produced excellent paragraphs about aspects of this novel in their mid-
year exams, and finished the novel study by creating their own protest posters. The class were asked 
to decide which whenua (land) they felt most connected to, and imagine that it was possibly being 
taken from them. Here is a selection of some of the protest posters that were created in response to 
this.  

 

By Tay Ler Yer Say, Alexis Fortes, Oceania Collier, and Ayena Prakash.  



 

Science News 
 

There is a further assessment during the holidays for students who were not happy with their 
grade – emails and letters have been sent out to those who did not pass this assessment but 
anyone who would like to improve their grade is welcome. This will be Tuesday and Wednesday 
– 20th and 21st July 2021 – of the second week of the holidays. We will start at 10am and finish 
at 2 pm. Lunch will be provided. 

  

Assessments that will have a further assessment opportunity: 

-          SCI1U and SCI1C chemistry 1.1 (90930) 

-          SCI2C biology 2.1 (91153) 

-          PHY2U physics 2.1 (91168) 

-          PHY3U physics 3.1 (91521) 

 

Career Information/University 
 

-On Monday Dr Ashley Bloomfield gave a presentation at the University of Auckland Update. His words 
are reflected below: 

“any qualification is a stepping stone to anywhere. 

Know your values that drive you and matter to you, and align your study to this. 

Life experiences shape you alongside a qualification: voluntary work, leadership, contribution to 
community. 

Be aware of the challenge of moving from a structured secondary school environment to a less 
structured environment at further training.”  

-School-leavers are encouraged to take up the Fees Free places still available for 2022 and if needed, 
take advantage of any holiday work/part-time work opportunities offered through school connections 
later in the year. 



-Manukau Institute of Technology (MIT) is enrolling for 2022 now. Places for NZ Certificate in Plumbing, 
Gasfitting and Drainlaying,  and NZ Certificate in Air Conditioning and Refrigeration are now on a wait-
list, but school-leavers are still encouraged to apply to this wait-list. 

This Saturday 10 July is an Enrolment Day at MIT from 10am -12pm. Free parking at Manukau Campus, 
Corner of Manukau Station Road and Davies Avenue Manukau. 

Programmes are available as follows including a new: Level 6 New Zealand Diploma in Pharmacy. 

Baking, Business, Counselling, Culinary, Digital Technology, Health, Hospitality, Education (Early 
Childhood and Primary), Floristry, Hairdressing, Logistics, Maritime, Nursing (including a Maori or Pacific 
additional strand), Social Work, Sport (new scholarships available for Rugby). 

Trades available are: Arbourist/Landscaping, Automotive, Carpentry, Bricklaying, Electrical, Mechanical 
Engineering, Plumbing/Gas fitting/Drainlaying, Refrigeration & Airconditioning. 

  

-New Zealand Herald last month published that there are employment shortages in New Zealand in the 
following areas: 

 Construction 
 Digital and Technology (IT) 
 Horticulture and Fishing, 
 Hospitality, 
 Tourism.  

In addition, there are always on-going vacancies in Nursing and other Health related areas, plus most 
types of Engineering and Infrastructure. 

 

 

Library News 

Community News 
Garden working bee Friday July 30th, 9am to 1pm, (weather permitting). 

A garden is being developed at the college with two classes timetabled to study horticulture.  

Businesses, from Bunnings, Mainfreight and Kiwirail to the East Tamaki Stihl shop have lent us a hand to 
bring the area behind the gym back to life. Horticulture used to be taught there, but then the area 
became derelict.  



Family members are warmly invited along to a working bee Friday July 30th, from 9am to 1pm, to set 
up the no-dig beds. No-dig keeps weeds down. Four beds are being laid out – one for taro and banana, 
one for native bush, one for flowers and shrubs and one for veges.  

Over 60 people have signed up to take part so far. Lunch will be provided. Family members are invited 
to bring along any spare taro shoots or banana pups for us to keep in the greenhouse until warmer 
weather arrives. 

 

 

 

 

 


