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PRINCIPAL

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

This term has been described as both the shortest term and the longest term for students, staff and families. I would
like to thank families for all their support during this time and the efforts made to keep students learning in what has
been testing circumstances. I would also like to thank our staff who have worked tirelessly again in challenging times.
For our senior students, even though the year has been disrupted, there is still an important two-week window to start
your study for your externals. Changes to NCEA requirements mean that getting good qualifications this year is still
within reach. Teachers have been working hard on adjusting programmes and are looking forward to your return to
class in Term 4. The government is making an announcement next week regarding Covid and alert levels. We will inform
families through email and facebook how that will impact on schools and students. It is great to see Pacific young
people are amongst the highest vaccinated in Auckland and thank you to all those who have been vaccinated to keep
their family safe and our community strong.
During the holiday period, for those families who need it, help is still available either at help@otahuhucollege.school.nz
or 099634006.
Kia Tamatane and God bless

Important Notices - Covid Alert Levels
Level 3

School is open for year 9 and 10 students of essential workers and
some specialist Year 13 classes

Level 2

School is open to all students.

18 October

Start of Term 4

8 November

Level 2

Derived Grade Assessment Week Junior Assessment Week

18 November

Level 1

Senior Prize giving and Year 13 Graduation

22 November

Level 2

NCEA Exams Start

8 December

Level 1

Junior Prize giving (Last day for Juniors)

13 December

Level 1

Ball

Planning Ahead
ENROLMENT FOR YEAR 9 2022
Tēnā tatou Whanau
Before Term 4 starts if you or if you know other whanau who would like to enrol a child with Ōtāhuhu College
for 2022 please access our Ōtāhuhu College website. Click on the ENROL tab and follow the instructions.
If Auckland moves to Alert Level 2 Ōtāhuhu College will be open in the second week of the school holidays to
take Year 9, 2022 Enrolments on the following dates:
Tuesday 12 October 10am - 2pm
Wednesday 13 October 10am - 2pm
Thursday 14 October 10am – 2pm
Please sign in at the front gate and proceed directly to the Main office. You will be further directed from there.
We will have staff onsite who can help you with the enrolment process.
If we remain in Level 3 please enrol online or you can make an appointment to meet with me in Term 4. In the
mean time if you would like any further information please contact me by
email: mvaaelua@otahuhucollege.school.nz or text your name, the word ‘enrolment’ and your mobile number
to 021 0827 0931 you can also email Jacquie Meleisea at jmeleisea@otahuhucollege.school.nz
Kia noho haumaru, stay safe
Moana Va'aelua

Deputy Principal
Junior School
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Junior School (Year 9 – 10)
He kotuku rerenga tahi – a white heron’s flight is but once.
Tēnā tatou katoa
Firstly, I would like to acknowledge our Junior Kotuku for all the work they have managed to do during this
lockdown. I know it was difficult going straight into a Level 4 lockdown with no time to prepare. I am very
proud of how our students have conducted themselves. They are continuing their flight as a Kotuku and this
is just one of the number of obstacles they will face during these times. Our commitment is to ensure we
maintain a high standard of teaching and learning within our school community.
To our parents/caregivers my sincerest thanks to you all for helping with the continued and sustained
learning of our students. It is hard work encouraging, motivating and checking in on the schoolwork your
child is doing every day. We appreciate all your time and effort. This will help with a smooth transition back
to school in Term 4 at Level 2.
I would also like to acknowledge that this has been a difficult time for our community however I have also
felt a strong sense of pride for all the support we have been able to give to many because of your
willingness to share your experiences during lockdown. We appreciate and respect this time you are moving
through. We know that it will be sometime before a number of our families get back on their feet again and
we will continue to support as much as we can.
Personally, I am looking forward to returning to school in Level 2 and so are my children (two of whom
now attend Ōtāhuhu College). I feel good about returning to school because my whole family are now
vaccinated, and this gives me piece of mind that my children are protected. My family made a commitment
to fighting COVID by abiding by the lockdown rules and getting vaccinated as soon as it was our turn. I know
there have been some wonderful drives for vaccination which have created an awesome community vibe
around being vaccinated. We live and work in an awesome community!
Please take care over the next couple of weeks during the school holidays. I am glad our children can have a
rest from their schoolwork for a while and get on with some serious chores around the house and in the
yard (mine do not know that yet but they will tomorrow). May God bless you and be with you all. See you all
soon and students I will see you ALL on your first day back Term 4 in Level 2.
Kia Tamatane!
Moana Va’aelua
Deputy Principal
Junior School
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10GR – Shifting Shakespeare to the Southside

“Wisely and slow. They stumble that run fast!”
– Friar Lawrence, Romeo and Juliet

Wisdom has been the name of the game this term for 10GR in English, as students have studied the world-famous
Shakespearean story of “two star-crossed lovers”, Romeo and Juliet, and thought cleverly about how the play can connect
to their own world.
Although students knew that the old-fashioned and complex language of the play would initially act a barrier to their
reading, they enjoyed jazzing up Shakespeare’s language by putting part of Romeo and Juliet to rap music, as well as
crafting Shakespearean insults to light-heartedly unleash against each other! Before lockdown, students also pushed
themselves outside their comfort zones through interactive activities such as “hot seating”, whereby they had to become
a character from the play while their classmates interviewed them – a test of both their interpretative
skills, their confidence, and their ability to empathise with a character.
In the second half of term, lockdown has not slowed the pace for much of the class, and some especially interesting
work has arisen from a two-week project called Shifting Shakespeare to the Southside. For this project, 10GR had to
reinvent Romeo and Juliet to fit their own world, whether that be Otahuhu College, South Auckland, their sports team, or
– most commonly – their culture. Many of the students worked zestfully to design their own characters, plot, sets,
costumes, and parts of their own play script; they showed a well-rounded understanding of the original Romeo and
Juliet to then use as a bridge for telling stories that represent them. Some students even made the most of lockdown as
an opportunity to bring knowledge from whānau into their learning, with conversations occurring during and beyond
online classes with older relatives in the home who were willing to share stories from Tonga, Samoa, and the Cook Islands
that have similarities to Romeo and Juliet. It was impressive to watch creativity, imagination, and application skills
blossoming alongside a passion for Shakespeare among the students who participated – in lockdown of all times. Some
snippets of 10GR’s projects are collaged below, and the students’ fully developed projects are available for anyone
interested.
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Guest Speaker from New Zealand Geographic

Curriculum and Study News

On Monday 27th September, we were fortunate to have Rebekah
White speak to our Year 12 accounting students in a webinar on
Teams. Rebekah is currently a journalist and magazine editor who
edits New Zealand Geographic, the bimonthly, independent
publication of record which documents New Zealand culture,
nature, and scientific research. Rebekah has been keeping a close
look at the development of scientific researches on COVID-19 and
relevant vaccines since the pandemic emerged. In the webinar, she
introduced the mechanism of action for the mRNA vaccines like the
Pfizer vaccine and brought the latest news from the front line of
mRNA vaccine research to our students. She also shared her
journey in journalism from university and how she works closely
with global experts and scientists. After her presentation, students
raised their questions and concerns about COVID-19 and vaccines.
They found the knowledge that they’ve learnt powerful as way to
protect themselves and whanau given the current circumstance.
Such a pertinent and inspiring presentation and one that we hope
our students have learnt from. Rebekah’s hard work and
professionalism is motivational!
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Careers Information
-Research shows that even a Level 4 qualification assists with employment prospects and higher earnings. Longer
term benefits are gained from higher qualifications Level 5 and above.
-Pro Sport programme with Auckland Rugby: applications are now open for school-leavers for 2022. Students gain
three (3) qualifications in Sport/Exercise/Leisure, Coaching and Officiating. Please contact Ms Cusack or Mr Tamati for
the application forms and process.

Defence Careers Webinars
-NZ Defence are holding two Force Information Evenings online and two in the Manukau Defence Careers
office (Alert Level dependant).
These are an awesome opportunity to learn about some of the 100+ exciting roles available.
Explore these options during the free webinar. Parents and partners are welcome to attend. See the link
below for more information on the webinars:
https://fb.me/e/1byEyIYk1
The Manukau Force Information Events are scheduled to take place on:
5pm 7 October and 5pm 2 December
Defence Careers Office, Level 1, Manukau Westfield Shopping Centre
1 Leyton Way, Manukau City Centre
For more info on the in-person events see the facebook link below:
https://fb.me/e/2xtYQb7rP
We are also running Online Information Evenings for specific trades. Details and links for the next webinars are listed
below.
Army Combat Driver
-7-8pm-4 October
https://fb.me/e/EH7ZDeCK
Chef
-1pm -4 October
A link to the event will be available on the NZDF Facebook site closer to the event. Link to the Facebook site events is
below:
https://www.facebook.com/NZDefenceCareers/events
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-MIT Inter-school Kahoot! Competition

-STUDY ACTING IN AUCKLAND

All questions will be based on MIT
programmes.
• Tuesday 12 October, 5pm & 6pm.
• Registrations are OPEN and will close when
all spaces are filled.
• Participants must have access to 2devices.
• Prize pack for the overall winner!
To register click here
For more information email:
experience@manukau.ac.nz

APPLY NOW at www.unitec.ac.nz/acting to secure
your audition for one of Aotearoa’s top Drama
Schools, located in the hub of New Zealand’s thriving
screen industry.
Application Deadline: 4 October, 2021
The first round of auditions will be done online this
year.
1. Once you have applied to audition on the
Unitec website acting page, you will be asked to
create a 90 second video of yourself performing
a work of your choice.
2. You will then email a downloadable Vimeo,
WeTransfer or DropBox link of your performance
with a one-page letter telling us about yourself
and why you want to study acting at Unitec.
More instructions be given to you after you apply
to audition.
3. The deadline for the video audition
submissions will be 11 October 2021.
4. Successful applicants will be invited back to
the second round of auditions which will be
conducted in person from 30 October- 7
November in Auckland, Wellington and
Christchurch.
If you have any questions, please email our Acting
team at pilgenfritz@unitec.ac.nz or visit
www.unitec.ac.nz/acting for more info.
MEDIA DESIGN SCHOOL
Virtual Open Day Thursday 14 October from
10.15am RSVP required at:
https://www.mediadesignschool.com/events/virtual
-open-day-1
Animation, Art, Design, Game Art or Programming,
Media-Level 4 to Degrees
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Community News
Holidays and fun vaccinations all rolled into one: Click here for more info

Rally Your Village and win prizes this weekend
$100,000 worth of group packages to be won at a special drive-through vaccination event called “Rally your Village”
Register your “village” to get vaccinated at the Vodafone Event Centre from 1st - 4th October!

Health and Wellness Centre
Welcome to the holidays – on the one hand a chance to switch off and relax. It’s been a
crazy time. Yet on the other hand, it might take a bit of time to prep for school again
to start term 4 well.
https://www.leva.co.nz/our-work/catchyourself/catchyourself-back-to-school-worries/
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Routines have been disrupted in many ways for families and students. What will help start term 4 strong, will be back
to routines a week out from returning to school.
A sleep routine is one of the most important things that affects the way we are feeling and how we learn. It’s
important to go to bed at the same time every night (before midnight) and get up at the same time each day (by
9am). Check out these these ideas:

11

Friday 1 October 2021

