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PRINCIPAL
Important Notices
18 October – Learning from Home starts for Term 4
8 – 12 November – Senior Online Exams
22 November – NCEA Exams start

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
Welcome back to the start of Term 4.
While we hope that we will be back in school in person, we are planning and preparing for students
to be learning from home for the rest of the year. Currently the government has signaled that 90%
vaccination rates are needed. Auckland has an 87% first jab rate, even if all got vaccinated today it
would be another three weeks before the second vaccination, and then a further two weeks before
the vaccine is fully effective. In Otahuhu and Mangere East vaccination rates are around 83-85% for
a first dose.
It is good to see the increasing number of families getting vaccinated in our community. Being
vaccinated keeps our families safe and helps protect the wider community. On a personal note, it
was a relief when our whole family received their second vaccination at the airport last week. It is
now a requirement that schools have the Covid Vaccination data for students. Over the next few
weeks our nurses and health centre staff will be contacting families regarding vaccination and
providing support for families where needed to get vaccinated.
Learning from home resumes on Monday. Students will have lessons the first time and last time of
each week on Teams with work set for the rest of the week. All students must take part in these
lessons and check their emails daily. Engagement reports will be sent out to families to help support
the work students are doing at home. For our senior students there will be online examinations
from 8-12 November. These exams will help to provide emergency grades for our students.
Unfortunately, we have made the decision to cancel most of our traditional award evenings.
However we continue to hope we will be able to run events for our Year 13s, with planning also
underway for a possible Graduation celebration in February next year.
During this time, we realise that some of our families may require additional help and support. If
you need extra help then please contact us at help@otahuhucollege.school.nz or phone
099634006 and we will do the best we can.
Kia Tamatane
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Senior Exams
Week 4 of Term 4 will see online examinations for our senior students. These will be held through Education
Perfect and more details will be sent to students.

Junior School (Year 9-10)
Tēnā tatou te Whanau
Welcome back to Term 4, Level 3, Learning from Home.
Ōtāhuhu College whakatauki: He kotuku rerenga tahi – A white heron’s flight is but once
Our kotuku start school at 9:30 am on Monday and should be in each and every lesson online. Teachers will
contact students by using the student email system and by messaging through Microsoft Office Teams.
Please ask your child to look out for any messages they may receive from their teachers over the weekend,
in preparation for Monday.
Most class work happens in Microsoft Office Teams however teachers often use other platforms such as
Education Perfect and Kahoot. Some classes have a set assignment which carry students through the week.
Students are able to message a teacher through their class in Microsoft Office Teams or through their school
email account if they require any help or assistance. Contact should be restricted to school hours * All
Microsoft Office 365 Accounts can be accessed through our school website. There is a Office 365 tab on the
home page of our website. Managing your child’s learning from home can be a bit of a ‘juggle’ especially
when there is more than one child online and you are caring for little ones, working and/or studying yourself
or all of the above. We can only do the best we can for our children. Our parents and caregivers are doing a
wonderful job with our students and we appreciate your time and effort. Please contact the whanau
teacher, dean or myself if you need to ask a question or just need a chat.
May I please request you ask our kotuku to prepare for learning on Sunday evening as they would for the
beginning of any school week.
Kia noho haumaru – stay safe
Kia Tamatane
Moana Vaaelua
Deputy Principal
Junior School
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Our commitments when learning from home

1

The first priority for learning from home during lockdown is to maintain connections with your teacher and your
class. Make sure you email your teachers and take part in the online lessons.
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Teams is the platform for delivering Remote Learning. Links to other programmes will be placed in Teams. During
school time you need to become familiar with Microsoft teams.
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A weekly overview of the work will be provided to you by each teacher.
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You should check your school emails daily when the school is in operation, to help prepare them for any future
lock down.
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School work during lockdown will be different. You need to complete the work set, any work done during
lockdown will be used as evidence for current or future assessments.
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Normal timetabled teaching will occur on the first time and the last time you have the class each week. This will
be timed as per the regular school timetable. For example Monday Period 1 at 9:30am. Your first and last class of
the week will include 20 minutes of face to face video meeting via Teams

Planning Ahead
ENROLMENT FOR YEAR 9 2022
Tēnā tatou te Whanau
Please access our Ōtāhuhu College website to enrol your child for 2022. Click on the ENROL tab and follow the
instructions.
If you require any further information please contact:
mvaaelua@otahuhucollege.school.nz or text your full name, the word ‘enrolment’ and your mobile number to 021
0827 0931 or email jmeleisea@otahuhucollege,school.nz.
Kia noho haumaru, stay safe
Moana Va'aelua
Deputy Principal
Junior School
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Health and Wellness Centre
“National day for action for vaccination” tomorrow
Tough times that we are not back at school next week and that there are growing numbers of people getting sick
with Covid.
I think there is a way out.
We need 90% fully vaccinated to keep us all safe and so we can ease restrictions and get back to school.
Something we can all do is to reach out to whanau or friends who aren’t vaccinated. If you are not vaccinated
here is your chance this weekend.
Super Saturday is expected to be the biggest day for vaccinations in New Zealand, with an aim to deliver more
than 100,000 jabs.
Local Events
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#SuperSaturday is coming! Time to #RallyYourVillage !
Come to the drive-thru OR walk-in vaccination event around Ōtara Town Centre this 𝗦𝗮𝘁𝘂𝗿𝗱𝗮𝘆 𝟭𝟲𝘁𝗵 𝗢𝗰𝘁𝗼𝗯𝗲𝗿!
There will be music, party vibes and vouchers/food parcels — follow us for #updates!
Open 𝟴.𝟯𝟬 𝗮𝗺 𝘁𝗼 𝟱.𝟯𝟬 𝗽𝗺
Drive-through: Ōtara Car Park Newbury Street Side
Walk-in: 5 Ōtara Road

#Getonthejourney #UniteAgainstCovid19 #PacificAotearoa #southseas #vaccine #vaccination
#letssticktogether #RYV #KnowYourVaccine #VaxForLive #Otara #SouthAuckland

It will get better and we can all help. Have a great weekend
Nga Mihi
Catriona Lawler
Health Centre Manager/Lead Nurse
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Science News
Seniors
This term we will be focusing on collecting evidence for any standards that have not been completed – in particular
external assessments. What this means is that students will be revising during the teams meetings with their teacher
and a few mini assessments will be set throughout the week. We will use these assessments to determine what the
likely result the student would get if they were to sit the end of year exam. This is done as a precaution just in case
the NCEA externals are not going ahead at the end of this term.
Additionally, Week 4 will be essentially the mock exams for this year. This will go ahead even if we are online. These
assessments will be very similar to the external assessments they will do at the end of the year so they will be very
important to complete. They will be completed on Education Perfect for all their classes.
It is extremely important that students attend their meetings and do the assessments to the best of their abilities
so that we are able to provide the best grade.

Juniors

The year 9 students will be working on the topic human biology. This is a new topic this year and will also be the last
we will cover. The teachers will advise what content will need to be covered. Please attend the team meetings and
complete the work provided.
The year 10s will be working on the topic electricity and magnetism. This is a new topic this year and will also be the
last we will cover. The teachers will advise what content will need to be covered. Please attend the team meetings
and complete the work provided.
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The year 9 students will be working on the topic human biology. This is a new topic this year and will also be the last
we will cover. The teachers will advise what content will need to be covered. Please attend the team meetings and
complete the work provided.

The year 10s will be working on the topic electricity and magnetism. This is a new topic this year and will also be the
last we will cover. The teachers will advise what content will need to be covered. Please attend the team meetings
and complete the work provided.
All juniors won’t be sitting an exam this year. Depending on how this term goes, there might be an assessment for the
topics they will complete this term.

Career Information
-Any students interested in joining the New Zealand Defence Force (Army) as a Gunner, Infantry,
Combat trade or anyone who is interested but undecided, get them to check out the Gunner
Webinar on Zoom: 6-7pm Thursday 21 October. Link is below.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83413264418?pwd=a3dwblJqZWhEWGViNFZtaWd4Mytkdz09
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