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PRINCIPAL

Important Notices
8 – 12 November – Senior Assessment week (online)
22 November – NCEA Exams start
25 November – Teachers Only day

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
A warm welcome back to our senior students. It has been great to see them back,
wearing masks and doing what is needed to keep themselves and our community safe.
We are required to collect covid vaccine information from students and we will be
continuing to do this through surveys and other means. Understandably, some
students and families were reluctant to return, however, under the new traffic light
system schools will remain open and effectively that is what is happening now in
Auckland. We encourage all our senior students to return so we can work together to
establish a plan to make the most of what has been a tumultuous year and prepare for
2022.
Importantly it is great to see our senior students getting highly engaged in these last
five weeks of school. Although the year has been disrupted there are five ways for
students to get the credits they need for their qualifications, and these are outlined
later this newsletter. It is likely that Year 9 and 10 students will continue learning
from home for all of this term.
Thank you for your ongoing support and feel free to contact our College if you have
any questions.
Kia Tamatane
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COVID Vaccination Status
As you may all be aware Cabinet has decided that our school will be reopening on Tuesday 26th October for all our
year 11 – 13 students. If your child is at a higher risk of severe illness from COVID-19 then they should continue
learning from home until they are fully vaccinated. There are a range of health measures that are required to be in
place to ensure all our students in year 11-13 can return to onsite-learning in Alert level 3 areas safely. The
Government has requested that our school holds a vaccination register for all our students.
In preparation for this we have a survey question to fill in below for our school register.
Regardless of your response, you can still return to school.
Please click on the link below to complete the survey.
https://forms.office.com/r/JPAcq5vu8R

How NCEA Works This Year
Students are eligible to receive what are called learning recognition credits. Effectively what they do is reduce the
number of credits students need to gain the qualification. For year 11 students they need 64 credits from school
subjects to pass. Year 12 and 13 students need 48 credits.
printYear 12 students thinking of university next year need to aim for 44 credits at Merit and Excellence levels as this
will greatly help them in their application for scholarships next year which range in value from $5000 to $20000 to
help them at university.
Gaining credits
Even though Term 3 and Term 4 have been severely disrupted by Covid there are five ways available for students to
complete their credits:
1. Completion of internals as happens normally.
2. Collection of evidence. What this means is that teacher can use any work done by students from start of the
year to 10 December to create what is called an Unexpected Event Grade. It is important that any work done now
will contribute to creating this grade.
3. School exams are being held from 8-12 November. Work from these exams will also contribute to the
Unexpected Event Grade.
4. NCEA externals – External exams are still going ahead. The final grade will be the best of the Unexpected Event
Grade or the external exam.
5. Te Kura, some students will be offered the choice to do correspondence school over December and January in
order to gain the qualifications they need.
In order to collect evidence and prepare for exams wherever possible senior students should be at school. If you are
unsure about your child returning, please contact your child’s dean.
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Curriculum and Study News
Senior Assessment week (online) Monday 8th to Friday 12th November
All Y11, Y12 and Y13 students will have a Two-Hour online assessment each day during their Period 3
(11:30am) class during our assessment week. There will be no Period 4 classes during this
assessment week. Our preference is for students to be present at school completing their
assessments on laptops. Any students that are self-isolating at home (or have medical reasons) must
login and complete the assessments each day between 11:30am and 1:30pm.
We will also supply paper copies of the Assessment for students that are on site and prefer to do so.
All Y11, Y12 and Y13 Art students will be working on their Art external assessment so they will need
to be present at school.
The importance of these assessments is to gather evidence for Unexpected Events Grades (UEGs).

Keeping Safe at School
The following must be followed by senior students:
1. Stay home if sick
2. Masks must be worn inside and outside
3. Hands sanitised going into classrooms
4. Social distance 1m from people you know, 2m from others
5. Stay outside during all breaks and before and after school.

4

Friday 29 October 2021

Junior School (Year 9-10)
Kia ora Whanau
Thank you to all our whanau who have been in contact with us this week. I understand from time to
time we may need to have difficult conversations and I appreciate your willingness to work with us.
We do have your child’s best interests at the forefront. I also understand how difficult it can be to
track what our children are doing online all the time. Please make contact if you have any concerns. I
have emailed and hand delivered letters home in the last couple of days asking parents/caregivers to
contact me if there are any issues with online engagement for their child. Not everyone has received
a letter. This communication was made for families if their child’s overall engagement report showed
a 1. We want to gauge how much more support we may need to give some students and how much
more support we may need to give our parents/caregivers to encourage students to be online.
Just a reminder that ALL Junior students should remain at home learning online. If your family
situation changes with respect to childcare for your Junior student, please contact me as soon as
possible via email: mvaaelua@otahuhucollege.school.nz to discuss.
Have a lovely weekend with your whanau.
Nāku noa, nā
Kia noho haumaru, stay safe
Moana Va’aelua
Deputy Principal – Junior School
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Kia ora Junior Kotuku
We hope your week at home has gone well. Remember we are here to support you and your family.
Today we are going to get right down to business with a few reminders.
There are 5 things students should remember to do when engaging online:
1. Be ready to learn 5 minutes before your online class. This means you need to have checked
that you have a good connection, and you have everything you need for that lesson.
2. Meet with each subject teacher in a ‘TEAMS’ Meeting twice a week.
3. Complete ALL work set by the teacher for each subject.
4. Message or email the subject teacher if you have any questions about learning. You can be
proactive!
5. Share your work with your family. Our parents and caregivers are working hard to support
you. Support them by continuing with Your ‘flight’ (the flight of the Kotuku).
Remember our whakatauki: He kotuku rerenga tahi – a white heron’s flight is but once! Kotuku fly
during lockdown as well 😊 Do not make us have a Junior Assembly online!
This weekend please help around the house, spend quality time with your family, prepare for
Monday, talk to a friend, try not to have too much weekend screen time (save that for during the
week) and most of all take care of yourself by being responsible for your educational pathway.
Kia Tamatane!
Miss Norgate
Miss Pearce
Mrs Va’aelua
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STEM News
Science Tutorials
Monday
3 - 4 pm SCI1U Genetics (KRB)
PHY3U (MKZ)

Tuesday

Wednesday
SCI1U Genetics (KRB)

Thursday
BIO3U (KRB)

Friday
BIO3U (HAR)

SCI1U (OFA)

BIO2U (SWZ)

PHY2U (MKZ)
BIO2U (HAR)

Careers Information

Sports News
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Health and Wellness Centre
Feel free to contact the nurses at school if you have questions or concerns about covid vaccinations, we are here to help. Ph
963 4081

It has been amazing to see our students back on site, wearing masks and working together to keep our school
community safe.
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Learning some tips for managing study and life demands:

Let's Talanoa! Episode 1 – Know your Vax (recap)
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ADJUSTING TO
MASKS AT SCHOOL
COVID has forced us to adapt almost every aspect of our
lives. When it comes to school, the newest adaptation will be
trying to practise effective communication when voices are
muffled and facial expressions are largely covered by masks.
Those you work with may struggle to interpret your
communication and will also be adjusting to a new
environment. Here are some tips from some who have
already been through the adjustment and can provide some
wise insight.
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MAKE IT FUN
We all have to wear a mask at school,
get creative! Draw on a disposable
mask or get some reusable masks
with different patterns. A mask can
become an expression of yourself in
the sameway your clothes express
your style.

LOOK FOR PHYSICAL CUES
Communication takes place in both verbaland
non-verbal forms. Instead of looking for facial
expressions, take note of posture, gestures,
eye contact, and tone of voice in conversation
with others.

PRACTISE YOURGESTURES
Consider putting your hand on your
heart when asking someone how
they're going. Wave at someone in
passing when you would normally
smile. You can evenuse a peace sign to
indicate how you're feeling.
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USE YOUR EYEBROWS
Our eyebrows can be as much a part
of communication as our eyes.You can
test this out in a mirror by mimicking
laughter, sadness, frustration, and
confusion. Notice how your eyebrows
change shape with each emotion.

SAY HOW YOU'RE
I’m smiling
right now

FEELING
If something is making you smile, say itout
loud! If you can't assess someone's
reactions during conversation, ask them.
Don't be afraidto ask someone to slow
down or speak louder, and be
accommodating if someone asks you to do
the same.

TALK ABOUT CHANGE
Humans are amazing at adapting to difficult
situations. Notice how we haveall had to
overcome a massive challenge. Masks are a
good reminder to practise flexibility, openmindedness, and to challenge
perfectionism.

Created by: Lauren Keahey, provisional member NZAC
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Great to see a few images of our students adjusting to the new changes
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