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PRINCIPAL

Important Notices
3 December - Last day of classes for Seniors and Juniors
10 December - Final Day for seniors to complete work towards internals and Unexpected
Event Grades.
14 December – Final day of NCEA Exams

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
Next week will be the last week of classes for all students. It has been great to have our
junior students back this year and they definitely add to the College by their presence.
In a year full of disruption and stress it has been impressive to see how well our
students have coped. For our Year 13 students planning is well underway for a
Graduation celebration for students and families in early February, in the meantime
there will be an online celebration to mark the end of 13 years of schooling.
Our students, their families, and the wider College community demonstrated resilience
and courage during lockdowns this year. Students coped remarkably well with
disruptions to classroom learning, the cancellation of sports and events and not being
able to socialise at times. Despite Covid-19 looming all year, we are proud of how well
everyone has come together and taken care of one another in challenging times. Our
patience has been tested, yet the character and strengths of our families continue to
shine bright in uncertain times.
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Enrolment for Year 9 2022
Please access our Otahuhu College website to enroll your child for 2022. Click on the ENROL tab and follow
instructions or if you would like to come into school and fill out an enrolment form you are more than welcome to as
well. If you require any further information, please contact: Our Deputy Principal Moana Va’aelua
mvaaelua@otahuhucollege.school.nz, or our Year 9 Dean Emma Norgate enorgate@otahuhucollege.school.nz and
you can also email reception jmeleisea@otahuhucollege.school.nz.

Uniform
Otahuhu College has a proud tradition and we expect students to take pride in wearing their uniform to and from
school, and we seek your assistance in getting things right. If your child is unsure of our uniform expectations, please
refer them to the Deans. We have a great deal of pride in our achievements and want that reflected in how our
students wear their uniform and the pride they have in Otahuhu College.
The uniform is available at NZ Uniforms in Manukau and also available online:
http://otahuhucollege.nzuniforms.com/catalog/school-uniform-1103685.htmx
Correct school uniform is to be worn to and from school.
Students must be wearing completely black shoes, for health and safety reasons these must be enclosed shoes. Males
are to wear school socks, pulled up. Females plain white socks.
No undergarments (T shirts etc) should be visible, unless a plain white short sleeved top.
There are Otahuhu College hats available, non-uniform hats will be confiscated.

Planning Ahead
Under the traffic light system schools stay open. We have already seen examples of schools, where there has been a
covid case and only a few students had to self-isolate. With all staff fully vaccinated and 90% of the students
vaccinated, the disruptions of this year should be behind us. We are looking forward to a more normal 2022.

Religious Studies – a new subject for 2022
Next Year Otahuhu College will be offering Religious Studies for Year 11 and 12 students. Religious Studies is the
academic study of religion. In this course we will compare and contrast different religions from a neutral, as well as
respectful, viewpoint. In an increasingly connected world it is important for students to have knowledge and
understanding of different belief systems and how they impact individuals, cultures and society at large. For 2022 we
will be studying Christianity, Islam and Judaism.
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Junior School (Year 9-10)
Tēnā koutou katoa
Our Junior kotuku have continued to remain diligent at school in their studies and abiding by the
Health and Safety guidelines set out in our Return to School Plan. I have been impressed with their
conduct overall.
With one week to go please remember Friday 3rd December is the final day for Junior kotuku. School
will finish at 3pm. If this changes, we will notify you early next week.
It is my pleasure to introduce to you all Sisilia Tahavalu who has just joined our staff this week. Sisilia
will be working as our Attendance Navigator - Junior School. Sisilia’s focus will be on monitoring
attendance and following up with families if there are attendance issues. Sisilia has been working in
our local communities and we are delighted to have her at Ōtāhuhu College.
If you need to contact staff in the Junior School (Year 9 – 10) please do so by email:
Year 9 Dean: Enorgate@otahuhucollege.school.nz
Year 10 Dean: Lpearce@otahuhucollege.school.nz
Education Navigator: tchitar@otahuhucollege.school.nz
Attendance Navigator: stahavalu@otahuhucollege.school.nz
Deputy Principal: mvaaelua@otahuhucollege.school.nz
Alternatively, you may contact the school office (09) 963 4000 to leave a message.
Have a wonderful weekend and take care. Blessings to you and your whanau.
Nāku noa, nā
Moana Va’aelua
Deputy Principal – Junior school
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Curriculum and Study News

The focus for our junior college students was engagement back to school life with their peers and making learning
engaging and enjoyable. Miss Shepherd (10RY) and Miss Sellars (9MA) Social Studies classes getting into the thick of
things with their project-based assignments. It has created a positive atmosphere for our students to enjoy their
learning experience despite the disruptions to the school year. Kia Tamatane!
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Sports
Otahuhu College Sports Awards 2021

Unka Cup – Umpire of the Year
Mr McKenzie

Pune Cup – Top Manager
Metalaina Tuialii

Pune Cup – Top Supporter
Mr Lolesio & Mrs Lolesio

Pune Cup – Top Coach
Lisa Napa’a Y9A and Y9B Netball Girls
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KOTUKU PLAQUE: The College Plaque which is presented by the Old Students
Association is awarded to the player who, in the opinion of the coach, has displayed a
high standard of ability and sportsmanship in the team.
1st XV Boys Rugby
Jeroyme Pritchard

1st XV Boys Rugby
Xenith Tofila

1st XV Boys Rugby
Darren Fili

1st XV Boys Rugby

1

Mose Tuiali

1st XV Boys Rugby
Stevenia Tuputala Uatisone
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Girls 10s Rugby
Felecia Gatoloai

Girls 10s Rugby
Pisila Katoa

Girls 10s Rugby
Girls Volleyball
Helendaisy Mulitalo

Senior Girls Volleyball
Mercy Timu Moe

Senior Boys Volleyball
Mason Matakino

Senior Boys Volleyball
Bitna Fitialo
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Health and Physical Education Department
The following students have been selected for Student of the Month by teachers in the department for their positive
attitude and effort since returning to school from lockdown.

Zuneha Hussain - Year 9

Tyrus Mo’unga – Year 9

Maitland Cook Allen – Year 10

James Grant – Year 10

Valasi Lemalu – Year 11

Cyprus Tairea – Year 11
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Itagia Togi Vaoga – Year 12

Siaosi Tuitakau – Year 12

Zaynah Zakreen – Year 13

Bronson Talau – Year 13
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Stem News
Dr Hardy’s science students explore the C-shaped cartilage that makes the trachea (windpipe) flexible yet allows it to
maintain its shape to withstand collapsing under air pressure. The pathway air travels from the trachea to each lung is
explored by carefully removing soft lung tissue with a scalpel. Students loved the soft slippery feel of the lung tissue.
They were amazed when a piece of lung and a piece of heart were both dropped into a beaker of water. The heart
muscle sank whereas the lung tissue floated. Students hypothesized about the reasons for this difference.

Year 9 and 10 students from Mr McKenzie and Mr Duff’s science classes tested a new physics department toy. The students pull
the handles apart and the ‘football’ whizzes along the ropes at great speed emitting a noise. As it approaches a student it is
higher in pitch and as it passes it is lower in pitch, due to the Doppler effect. The students were so energetic the toy now needs
repair!
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Career Information
-MIT still has places available on all their trades programmes, for 2022 but not plumbing. Apply now if
you haven’t already, as places are allocated on a first in first served-DO NOT wait for your NCEA
results. You can always withdraw if you change your mind and with no withdrawal charges. But if you
delay you make need to wait until the July intake. Check if your programme has one.

-NZMA also offers the same plumbing course
-Dynamix Recruitment in Penrose has vacancies for freight sorters at NZ Post Highbrook:
www.dynamixrecruitment.co.nz
-CV assistance for Year 13 students is available until Monday 13 December.

Health and Wellness Centre
The juggle of study, work, whanau commitments and down time often compete. Here's some thoughts to work out
what may help you along the way....
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HOW TO GO BACK TO SCHOOL (after lockdown) - YouTube
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