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PRINCIPAL
Important Notices
17 January – Course Confirmation Letters sent to Y11, Y12 and Y13 Students
25 & 26 January – Course Confirmation days for Y11, Y12 and Y13 Students
1 February – Y9 and Y13 Students
2 February – All year levels back
End of Year Reports
These will be emailed to all Parents and Caregivers on Tuesday 7 December.

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
Today saw the last day of classes for what has been a challenging year.
On Wednesday we were notified of a positive case at school. 57 people were identified as contacts,
of which 50 were fully vaccinated and three had one dose. School carried on the next day, with the
contacts able to return after a negative test. It is likely that this will be the way we operate next
year, without the need for lockdowns thanks to our families being highly vaccinated.
Each year I am impressed by the dedication and commitment of our teaching staff. When I talk to
families who spend thousands of dollars a year sending their children to private schools, they
cannot believe what our teachers offer and provide to our students. To the Senior Management
Team at the College, thank you for your hard work. The support you provide to students, staff and
families has been immense. To all our ancillary staff who do such an amazing job. Thank you for
your hard work and commitment.
Thanks to all our prefects and in particular to our Head Girl: Tai’ulagi Hogue and her Deputy: Khalani
Chan, Head Boy: Stevenia Uatisone Tuputala and his Deputy: Ali Hussaini. We are blessed to have
such fine leaders in our College, and the support they have received from an outstanding group of
Year 13 students.
My thanks go to all of the students who make Otahuhu College such a special place. I applaud you
for your goodwill, cooperation, involvement and hard work. It is a genuine joy to be associated with
such eager, talented, challenging and positive young people.
Our families are who we are responsible to, and who we serve. Thank you for the support of your
child’s education and for the support of Otahuhu College. Your stressing of the importance of
getting a good education and the sacrifices you make so that your sons and daughters can study
and concentrate on their schooling makes such a difference to their lives.
My best wishes to the entire Otahuhu College community for Christmas and the holiday season
and for future success.
Kia Tamatane
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Junior School (Year 9-10)
Tēnā koutou katoa
On behalf of all the staff at Ōtāhuhu College we would like to say thank you to our Junior Kotuku for all their arduous
work and perseverance this year. We are extremely proud of each and every kotuku. We know it has been difficult
and not everyone has made it back to school but that is ok because we will start fresh next year and continue the
journey – He kotuku rerenga tahi.
This morning I passed on to our staff all the kind words or support and thanks from parents/caregivers we have
received this term. We would like to respond with we appreciate your support too and thank you for all your work,
particularly around learning from home and trusting us to keep your children safe at school.
Next year, Year 10 will start on Wednesday 2nd February at 8:30 am. Information for our new Year 9 cohort will be
sent directly to parents/caregivers.
Junior School Deans 2022:
Ms Emma Norgate – Year 9
Ms Livia-Kate Pearce – Year 10
Navigators 2022:
Tarres Chi Tar – Education Navigator
Ms Sisilia Tahavalu – Attendance Navigator
On a personal note, from one parent to another I am thankful the school year is concluding for our students. They
deserve a well-earned break. I am looking forward to not having to work from home and teach my nine-year-old. I
look forward to seeing you at some point next year when we are in “Orange” or “Green”.
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. May God bless You and be with You All.
Kia Tamatane!
Moana Va’aelua
Deputy Principal
Ōtāhuhu College
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A message to the Year 9 Cohort of 2021
It is time for us to bid farewell to your time as our little kotuku and Year 9 cohort. You will rejoin the Junior College in
2022 as Year 10. It has been a very different and difficult year for you all. For a number of you, you have only been
with us for half the time you should have been. Entering at the start of the year we could not have been prouder of
the manner and ease at which you adjusted to College life, something which I hope you will continue to follow
through with as you become Year 10, setting an example as the big brothers and sisters for the Year 9 students of
2022.
Congratulations to all our prize winners, to every student who stuck online with their education throughout lockdown
and to every single one of you who did your best this year, no matter the obstacles.
For now, stay safe and have a wonderful summer. Know how proud we all are of you and that we cannot wait for you
to return to us as a full cohort. Thank you, from the teachers, for the fun you provided online and in class during some
uncertain times and we look forward to having your faces in front of us once again.
Kia Tamatane Year 9!
Ms Norgate

Arts and Culture – Community Garden

Michael Makasini and Services students plant lettuce

Seuli Saitu plants taro

Despite lockdown, the community garden behind the gym is taking shape. The Kotuku Unit, the Services Academy
plus 9GR and 9MA planted out hundreds of vege seedlings donated by Clevedon Herbs and Produce. At last, the taro
which has been waiting in the glasshouse all year, has started to be planted out. A staff working bee will do more
planting after school has finished. And next year a year 10 horticulture option will carry on the work.
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Sports
SUPREME AWARDS
Team Performance Trophy: For the Best College Team performance.
 For Best team performance 2021

Senior Softball Girls – 1st Div 2

Endeavour Trophy: Donated by Mr John Slee for fine all round endeavour in sport throughout 2021.
 For fine all round endeavour 2021

Tausinga Naitoko
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Performance Cup: Presented in honour of Mr Owen Boscawen for the best individual sporting
performance of the year.
 Best individual sporting performance 2021

Felecia Gatoloai

Pasifika Futures Award: The Pasifika Futures Award is presented to a female and male student who
have shown excellence in achievement through sport and academics. The name is inspired by an
innovation programme which has been supported by Pasifika Futures Ltd who is the Whanau Ora
Commissioning Agency for Pacific families.
 Female excellence in achievement through Sport and Academics 2021

Mercy Timu Moe

 Male excellence in achievement through Sport and Academics 2021

Xenith Tofilau
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Sportswoman of the Year: Presented by the Manukau Police District in 1995. Award is made on the
decision of coaches at the College and given to a female student who is considered to be the best
Sportswoman in College Sport this Year.
 Best Sportswoman College Sport 2021

Helendaisy Mulitalo

Sportsman of the Year: Presented by the Manukau Police District in 1995. Award is made on a
decision of coaches at the College and given to the male student who is considered to be the Best
Sportsman in College Sport this year.
 Best Sportsman College Sport 2021

Jeroyme Pritchard
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SPORTS CHAMPION
Sports Champion of the Year: This award formerly the effort trophy now the ‘Denny
Moon’ trophy is made on the decision of a committee of coaches at the college and is
given to the student who is considered to be the Outstanding Sportsperson in College
Sport in 2019.
 Most outstanding Sportsperson 2021

Stem News
Our junior science classes have continued to make use of the outdoors to explore science concepts. Here, Mr
Vijayakumar leads a water-balloon activity that demonstrates the difference between laminar (smooth) flow and
turbulent (bumpy) flow. The students are learning about blood flow in the human body.
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Ms Kroonenberg and Dr Hardy recently farewelled their BIO3U cohort at their final exam. Even the disruption of
lockdowns and on-line learning could not stop them from creating meaningful bonds between staff and students.
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Health and Wellness Centre
We're thrilled that our school has reached a vaccination rate that’s almost on par with our DHB’s which provides a safe and
protective environment for our Rangitahi. Well done team!
It's not too late to get your first vaccination and/or follow up with your second shot for New Years if you want to:
 Attend big gatherings (up to 100 – Red traffic light, Life at Red | Unite against COVID-19
(covid19.govt.nz)), cafes, church and events...

that require a vaccination certificate. My vaccine pass can be sorted by phone, pharmacy or online ‘My covid
record’ My Vaccine Pass | Unite against COVID-19 (covid19.govt.nz)



Two shots for summer
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