Otahuhu College

Newsletter

Friday 21 January 2022

PRINCIPAL
Important Notices
25th and 26th January

Course Confirmation for Y11, Y12 and Y13 students

26th January

Y13 class of 2021 Graduation 7pm start (doors open at 6pm)

1st February

Y9 and Y13 students start

2nd February

All students back

4th February

Nominations close for 2022 School Prefects

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
Welcome to 2022and an especially warm welcome to all our new families.
We are looking forward to celebrating the graduation of our Year 13 class of 2021 on
Wednesday evening. A reminder that vaccine passes will be checked on entry. The
College will be open from 6pm with the ceremony starting at 7pm.
We are looking forward to welcoming new students to Otahuhu College, as well as
the new staff. I look forward to seeing you throughout the year, and working
together to achieve the best possible future for the children you have entrusted in
our care.
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Course Confirmation
We have set aside two days for Senior students (Y11, Y12 and Y13) to confirm their courses for 2022. They are:
Tuesday 25th January and Wednesday 26th January between 10:00am and 2:00pm.
Deans, HODs and members of the Senior Leadership team will be available in A1 to discuss option choices and
confirm courses for this year.

2022 School Prefect Nominations
Year 13 students that wish to be considered for a School Prefect position for 2022 must complete a nomination form
and email their CV as outlined below:
If you wish to apply complete the nomination form (click on this link): https://forms.office.com/r/zZswzA1bgt
and then email your CV (template is attached) to Mr Roberts: sroberts@otahuhucollege.school.nz
Nominations close on: Friday 4th of February 2022
All Year 13 students have been sent an email with this information.
Students that wish to access their NCEA results from last year can do so be visiting the NZQA website:
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/login
Students will need to create a login to access this information.
There are currently some issues regarding the displaying of Unexpected Event Grades. This is being worked through
by NZQA.
Please email Mr Roberts if you have any issues: sroberts@otahuhucollege.school.nz

COVID Update
With the traffic light system we have been told that schools will not be closed, so we are hoping for a full year ahead
of us.
Under Orange Settings students can wear masks and each classroom has hand sanitiser and is well ventilated.
Under Red Settings, masks will need to be worn at all times while on school grounds.
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Start of School Day





All students need to be onsite by 8:35 am.
A student who arrives after 9:00am must report to the Deans where they will be signed into school.
On the third time a student is late after 9:00am, the parents will be asked to meet with the Dean to resolve
the issue.
Further repeated late arrivals to school may result in disciplinary action, including being stood down for
continual disobedience.

Uniform
Otahuhu College has a proud tradition and we expect students to take pride in wearing their uniform to and from
school, and we seek your assistance in getting things right. If your child is unsure of our uniform expectations, please
refer them to the Deans. We have a great deal of pride in our achievements and want that reflected in how our
students wear their uniform and the pride they have in Otahuhu College.
The uniform is available at NZ Uniforms in Manukau and also available online:
http://otahuhucollege.nzuniforms.com/catalog/school-uniform-1103685.htmx
Correct school uniform is to be worn to and from school.
Students must be wearing completely black shoes, for health and safety reasons these must be enclosed shoes. Males
are to wear school socks, pulled up. Females plain white socks.
No undergarments (T shirts etc) should be visible, unless a plain white short sleeved top.
There are Otahuhu College hats available, non uniform hats will be confiscated.
If students are wearing incorrect uniform, it is their responsibility to see the Dean first thing in the morning.
Students without a uniform pass will have items confiscated for the reminder of the term.
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Uniform: Frequently Asked Questions
Where can I get the College uniform from?
The uniform is available at NZ Uniforms in Manukau and also available online:
http://otahuhucollege.nzuniforms.com/catalog/school-uniform-1103685.htmx
Can my child wear jandals?
No, due to Health and safety reasons students need to wear enclosed shoes.
Is it OK to wear a hoodie underneath the school jacket?
No, a hoodie, even if one with Otahuhu College branding, is not part of the school uniform.
What happens when students turn up in non- uniform clothes?
Non uniform items get confiscated, unless first the student has got a note from their Dean at the start of the day.

Can my child wear a t shirt at lunchtime to play sports?
Yes, a plain white t shirt or the PE uniform may be worn if actively playing sport at lunchtime or break.
Is help available?
Yes, if families are struggling with the uniform requirements, then contact the Dean or Deputy Principal.
My child has been selected for a sports tournament, what should they wear?
When representing the school students should either be in full uniform, or wearing a College tracksuit (the College
can lend when needed).
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Attendance Matters
Regular attendance means attending school at least ninety percent of the time.
Like other top schools we expect all our students to be at school on time each day. Students should be at school by
8:30am and it is their responsibility to be seated in the correct places for assembly. Your support in making sure your
child is at school on time is appreciated.
If your child is going to be late or absent please phone the office 9634000 or alternatively 0800 4 OTAHUHU to leave a
message on the absence voice mail before 8:00 a.m. You can also email attendance@otahuhucollege.school.nz
Each day a text message is sent out to families when their child has been marked absent up until 11am. Please reply
to this text letting us know where your child is.
There will be times when your child may be absent and for whatever reason the school has not been informed, in this
case a note needs to be brought the first day back and given to the whanau teacher.

Traffic Safety for Students, Families and Visitors to OC
Students are to be dropped of either on Mangere Road or Golf Avenue, families are not to drive into the grounds to
drop their children at school.
Visitors must park in the visitor carparks as directed by our Security guards.
If these car parks are full then you must park on the road.
The Golf Avenue gates will be closed from 8:30am to 3pm
It is important that we keep our students safe and your support in this matter is appreciated.
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Arts and Culture News
On Tuesday evening, Ms Pearce and Ms Norgate headed to the Vodafone Events Centre to support 2021 OC graduate
Solomona Tasi and 2020 graduate Rebecca Upokokeu. Both students have been working hard this year with The Royal
Family, the three-time winners of the World Hip Hop Dance Championships. It was wonderful to see a few current
and ex-OC students there in support also. An energetic, eclectic and passionate show has been put together by the
crew.
The next day, Solomona and Rebecca were flying out to Dubai with the crew to perform at the Dubai World Expo
2022 in United Arab Emirates. The pair have worked so hard this year and have advanced beyond measure in such a
short space of time to reach a world class standard of performance. We wish them the best of luck during their time
in Dubai!

POLYFEST 2022
This year, Otahuhu College is looking forward to being part of Polyfest, as we had a break last year with our 90th
Reunion. We’re always looking to enthusiastic and energetic students to join our Kapa Haka group, Niuean group,
Indian Group, Tongan group and Samoan group. Information on these sign ups will be in our daily notices once school
starts.
The theme this year is ‘Family’ and Polyfest is scheduled for Wednesday 23 March to Saturday 26 March.
We’re also looking for tutors that could take our fabulous Fijian group and Cook Island group. If you know of any
keen family members or friends that could tutor our keen students on a regular basis after school for a few hours,
please get in contact with Ms Harford
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Farewell Letter – Mr Ridgway
Kia Ora to my Otahuhu College whanau,
After Three and half years at Otahuhu College that is exactly how I see all the students, teachers, coaching staff, and
parents I have been fortunate enough to get to know or work alongside…my OC Whanau.
An opportunity arose at the end of the school year for my family and I to move to Tauranga and live closer to my
wife’s family. The decision to leave Otahuhu College and Auckland was not an easy one and took many days of
discussion and consideration. You were all in my thoughts during this time, which made the decision to leave that bit
harder.
To the rugby boys, I wish you the best for the 2022 season. You remain the team which other schools will set their
targets on; we are the benchmark for the rest. That is why you must head into this season being the hunter and not
the hunted.
I hope 2022 is your year, no matter who you are or what your trying accomplish. Be it in the classroom, drama, music,
or sports, this will surely be a better year.

Kia Tamatane.
Mr. Ridgway.

8

Friday 21 January 2022

Health and Wellness Centre News
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the people in Tonga and to our Tongan families here who will be so worried.
Meanwhile, back at Otahuhu College, we look forward to our students all being back at school. We are already busy
at the Health Centre making sure we have everything in place at the school to ensure a happy, safe return to school
for everyone.
Sadly, after 7 years our nurse Dee Stanley has resigned to become the nurse educator for the Auckland school nurses.
A well-deserved promotion for her. She will be hard to replace but we wish her well and know that she will do a great
job supporting and training the new nurses in the other school clinics.
If you know of any registered nurses looking for work contact the school.
We are also looking for a counsellor, so again if you know of any trained counsellors contact us at school.
If you have a child starting school this year with any health issues, or you have some concerns please don’t hesitate to
ring and have a private chat to one of the nurses. I’m (Catriona) back at work and the other staff are all back on the
22nd. Ph 09 9634081
Lastly, everyone in Aotearoa New Zealand aged 5 and over can get a free COVID-19 vaccine now.
If you are over 18 yrs and it is 4 months since your 2nd Covid immunization you are due a booster shot.
Our friends at South Seas Healthcare are hosting another event to get children vaccinated before they return to
school. Otara car park Friday 28th Jan from 12pm to 6pm and Sat 29th Jan from 11.00am to 6pm.
We look forward to the start of the school year.
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