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From our Principal 
 

Classes as expected have started well, and it is credit to everyone's’ organisation  and 

cooperation that normal classes were up and running on the first day back for all students. 

This week we received our academic results for the 2021 year. When considered against the 

nature of that year, we should be very proud of all that our community achieved, reflected 

in both individual and collective outcomes. A special congratulations to Menalus Ropati 

who gained a scholarship in Samoan.  

 One of our challenges is to continually lift the expectations of our students. Over the last 

five years Otahuhu College students have exceeded the national average for Level 3, indeed 

would be amongst some of the top schools in the country for students staying at school and 

gaining Level 3. Our challenge is to now achieve similar levels of success with University 

Entrance. This way our students, your children will graduate from Otahuhu College with the 

highest possible qualifications and the best possible choices for the next step of their future. 

 

Our Commitments 
 

The behaviour focus for next week is on being supportive. This means more than just talking to our 

children about treating others like they would want to be treated. It also means being supportive in 

learning. School is, and should be challenging, the work must require thought, and mistakes must be 

made if learning is to happen. A key part of being supportive at Otahuhu College is based around 

supporting each other in our learning, making mistakes and working hard to do better next time.  

 

Planning Ahead 
 



As expected, we have had a few confirmed Covid cases within our staff and student community 

over the past two weeks. The Ministry of Health is dealing directly with the affected cases and 

has a clear response plan for schools in these situations. Our current health measures across 

the school (masks etc.) have ensured that no OC students have been identified as close 

contacts of these cases. As such, our school continues to operate normally in terms of 

classroom lessons and co-curricular programmes. 

  

It is important to remind everyone to follow the Health and Safety advice promoted to all: 

  

• If you are unwell, stay home 

 • If you develop flu-like symptoms, get tested 

 • Wear a mask 

 • Use hand sanitiser 

 • Maintain appropriate social distancing whenever possible 

  

It remains critical that our students attend school every day unless they are experiencing any 

Covid-related symptoms requiring a test or have been directed to self-isolate by the Ministry of 

Health.  

 

 

Curriculum and Study News 
 

Potential Covid disruption means students need to be on top of their studies right from the 

start. Assessments will begin before we know it, as teachers attempt to harness the 

learning of the first few weeks. These first few days have been about settling in, but now it 

is about stepping up. 

What does that mean? It means getting to class on time, coming prepared with all the 

necessary materials, and listening to the teachers every lesson. That seems obvious, but it is 

easy to start at a slow speed after a long break. The most important thing we ask of every 

student is that they give every task their best effort. As assessment is only the product of 

weeks of work. Trying right from the start is the key to successful results. 

 

Junior School (Year 9-10) 
Tēnā koutou katoa 

 



I hope this message finds you and your whanau well. This week has been extremely hot as you well 

know, however the students have been real champions continuing to sweat it out with their masks on. 

Again, I am proud of their efforts. I have two reiterated requests this week: that students bring their 

own water bottle and their laptop/device to school each day. 

 

Junior Kotuku Award 

Last week I mentioned we would start putting out information on this for our junior kotuku who have an 

opportunity to work on this award for the 2022 school year. The Junior Kotuku Award will be presented 

to each successful student at the Junior School Prizegiving. The following is helpful information about 

the award and what students can expect to do. 
Rationale 

The Junior Kotuku Award is designed to encourage and reward students in Year 9 and 10. 
· To encourage students to attend and be engaged in class and to take part in extra-curricular activities for the College. 
· To reward students who have done extra learning in their own time. 
Criteria 
There are four criteria that students must fulfil to be eligible for the Award: 
· 90% attendance or better. 
· Average engagement grade of 3.5 or more for the year. 
· Participation in an extra-curricular activity for at least 4 weeks. 
· Completion of Education Perfect Learning FROM Home Award Tasks. 
Junior students can expect to receive specific information about each of the criteria in the upcoming weeks. Please remember this is something students can do 

individually, and they are responsible for all the tasks which match the criteria. 

 

Engagement Grade Report 

Each week students will receive an engagement grade for each of their subjects. An engagement grade 

highlights how engaged a child is with their learning. This will be reported to whanau each fortnight 

starting from today. The purpose of the engagement report is to inform whanau immediately how well 

your child’s level of engagement is at school, and it provides students with a benchmark to overcome or 

a goal to be achieved. Engagement grades from 3.5 - 5 are also part of the criteria for the Junior Kotuku 

Award (discussed above. 

 

Devices 

All students need to have a device for learning. The school can provide a laptop however, we request a 

$100 bond. The bond is returned when the laptop is returned in good condition and working order. 

Please contact the main office on (09) 963 4000 if you would like to utilise this resource. 

 

Thank you for all your support with getting your child organised for learning. We look forward to 

another week of making new friends and striving to achieve. Have a wonderful weekend.  

 

Kia Tamatane! 

 

Moana Va’aelua 

Deputy Principal 

 

 



 

 


