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From our Principal 
 

On Tuesday we welcomed back our Year 13 students as well as welcoming into Otahuhu College our 

youngest students and their families. Wednesday saw the whole school present and classes running as 

normal.  

The highest qualification a student can gain from Otahuhu College is University Entrance. Gaining UE 

means that students then have the widest possible choices about what their next steps are after they 

Graduate from OC.  Our commitment to our families is to work hard, to strive to improve each day so 

that your children can graduate with the very best opportunities. 

We look forward to 2022 and the opportunities that the year will bring.  The best way for your child to 

settle into the college and make friends is by getting involved with the many groups and extra-curricular 

activities offered at the school.  All students are encouraged to get involved and participation is 

encouraged regardless of ability.  It is a great opportunity to grow in confidence, explore new interests 

and make lifelong friends. 

Important Dates 
8-11 February Senior students wishing to change subjects, need to email their Dean, 

with the proposed subject change and the reason. Your parents should 

be copied into this email. The Dean will then make an appointment 

with you to discuss your academic plan and the proposed change. 

14 February Service Academy Induction 

 

 

Our Commitments 
 

Each week our students receive an engagement grade based on a 1 to 5 scale. To get a 5, students need 

to attempt all classwork and homework, and consistently strives to produce work at or above the level expected 

from this pupil as indicated by past academic results.  You can help by encouraging your child to do homework 



work, and independent study. Encourage your child to always participates in class discussions, by volunteering to 

ask and answer questions.   

 

Covid Planning Ahead 
 

This week we were notified of our first case of the year, because people had kept social distance, wore 

masks to cover mouth and nose and were well ventilated spaces, only one other person ended up 

having to isolate. 

All students need to have a laptop or similar for their schooling. We are encouraging students to bring 

their laptops into school each day.  If a family needs help with this, then contact Mrs Stretton or Mrs 

Vaaelua.  

During this time, we realise that some of our families may require additional help and support . If you need 

extra help then please contact us at help@otahuhucollege.school.nz or phone 099634006 and we will do the 

best we can. 

Junior School 
Tēnā koutou katoa 

We are so proud to have our Year 9 kotuku start with us. Thank you to all our whanau who stood 

outside the gates to cheer on our youngest kotuku for such an important event in their educational 

journey. He kotuku rerenga tahi – the white herons flight is seen but once.  

We are also proud of how all our junior kotuku have been conducting themselves at school. Uniform is 

looking good, students are prepared for learning, students are adhering to our ‘Red’ operations by 

wearing masks and social distancing. 

It is also great to see that many of our Year 9 kotuku already have their devices up and running at school. 

Over the next couple of weeks, we will be sharing a few things around the new Junior Kotuku Award 

which is in its inaugural year. This will include learning from home, participation in extra curricular 

activities, attendance, and engagement. 

If you have any queries regarding the Junior School, please contact the most relevant person: 

enorgat@otahuhucollege.school.nz - Year 9 Dean, Miss E Norgate 

lpearce@otahuhucollege.school.nz - Year 9 Dean, Miss Livia-Kate Pearce 

tcchitar@otahuhucollege.school.nz - Education Navigator, Mr Tarres Chi Tar 

stahavalu@otahuhucollege.school.nz - Attendance Navigator, Miss Sisilia Tahavalu 



mvaaelua@otahuhucollege.school.nz - Deputy Principal Junior School, Mrs Moana Va’aelua 

We wish you and your whanau a wonderful weekend. Kia Tamatane! 

Curriculum and Study News 
 

Year 12 and 13 University Entrance 
For Year 12 students, they need to be aware of their opportunities for University Entrance literacy 

credits. They need five reading and five writing credits and, for many, those writing credits come from 

external examinations. Some Year 13 students did not consider this last year and made some decisions 

in Level 2 exams that left them short on UE literacy. 

Similarly, Year 13students need to realise that their results do matter. Some wrongly believe that only 

Year 12 counts. While Year 12 is important for university scholarship and halls of residence applications, 

Year 13 is the key to actually getting into university. Students must achieve 14 credits in three UE-

approved subjects and pass Level 3 overall. A failure to do either of those will cost students their 

university place. 

 

Option Changes 
 

 

Senior students wishing to change subjects, need to email their Dean, with the proposed 

subject change and the reason. Your parents should be copied into this email. The Dean will 

then make an appointment with you to discuss your academic plan and the proposed change. 

 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Health Education  

Health Education is compulsory for Years 9 and 10 and is an optional NCEA subject in the senior school. 

The four underlying concepts of the Health curriculum are woven through all teaching: Hauora; 

Socioecological perspective; Health Promotion; and Attitudes and Values. Learning will also provide 

opportunities for students to develop the key competencies of The New Zealand Curriculum, for 

example thinking critically, participating and contributing, and relating to others. Students will practice 

and apply interpersonal skills that contribute to improving relationships and being inclusive of others. 

Units and lessons are responsive to students’ needs, and include innovative, collaborative learning 

activities. 

Sexuality Education  



At Otahuhu College, there is a holistic focus in Health Education. For example, we study the physical, 

social, spiritual and physical influences and effects on Sexuality through the concept of Hauora. Teachers 

cover areas such as puberty, contraception, sexually transmitted infections,  healthy relationships, 

effective communication and assertiveness, personal decision making about sexual behaviour, peer 

pressure and social media influences. We teach this unit of work over the course of a term, 1- 2 periods 

per week. Support for teachers is available from our school Health Centre and Social Workers. Nurses 

and doctors can assist with the course delivery and provide the latest research and facts around key 

issues. There also times in the year where we get outside agencies such as ‘Attitude ’ and ‘Revolution 

Tour’ to enhance and affirm the content that is being taught in the classroom. In 2022, sexuality 

education will be taught in term 1 for year 10 students and term 3 for year 9 students.  

Please feel free to contact me in person if you have any questions or queries 

lmorgan@otahuhucollege.school.nz 

Ms Leigh Morgan  

HOF Health & Physical Education 

Career Information/University 
❖ Current job opportunities: 

Otahuhu 

-Apprentice upholsterer 

-Apprentice cabinetmaker 

Send a brief CV to: nicole@furnwerks.co.nz 

 

❖ The Fees Free is available to NZ citizens/or after three years since granting of permanent 

residence. This is for school leavers (meeting the above criteria) or for the year following their 

last year at secondary school. 

Research has proven that a Level 4 qualification greatly improves earning in the long run. And a 

university degree has even more earning potential over a lifetime. 

If you need to work, but would also like to study MIT has flexible options: 

https://www.manukau.ac.nz/study/flexible-learning 

  

❖ ‘The Career Maze’ by Heather Carpenter, is a great resource for parents/caregivers to guide 

their school-leaver with decision making. 



 

 

 

 

 


