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Friday 11 March 2022 

From our Principal 
 

Students and staff are returning to school and the numbers present are increasing each day. With the 

changes to isolation requirements, we expect a large number back next week. We will continue to roster 

home a year group a day for next week. If the numbers continue to move in the current positive 

direction we will aim to be back to normal the week beginning 21 March. 

Over 30 of our leavers from 2021 have enrolled in degree level study at University so far this year which 

is great to see. They have found it strange with many of the traditional start of year events associated 

with university life having been affected as well. However, they are commenting on the large amount of 

reading and independent work which is required. This is an area which we as a Colle ge will work to do a 

better job in preparing our students.   

Classes even with reduced numbers are going well, and it is pleasing to see there has been an 

improvement in the uptake of online learning as both teachers and students get better at this. Our 

senior students will be facing assessment deadlines so it is important that they are working on their 

studies both at school and at home.  

 

Important Dates 
Monday 14th March Pi Day (Maths Department) 

Tuesday 15th March Auckland Champs Athletics (selected students) 

Friday 18th March Y10 ID Photos and catch-up day 

Friday 18th March Service Academy Rocket Ropes Trip 

Friday 18th March Snow Planet Trip (selected Y9/Y10 students) 

Review of rostering home. 

Tuesday 12th April Student Voting for Student Representative on the Board of Trustees 

Thursday 14th April End of Term 1 

 



Our Commitments 
 

The behaviour focus for next week is on being supportive. This means more than just talking to our 

children about treating others like they would want to be treated. It also means being supportive in 

learning. School is, and should be challenging, the work must require thought, and mistakes have to be 

made if learning is to happen. A key part of being supportive at Otahuhu College is based around 

supporting each other in our learning, making mistakes and working hard to do better next time.  

 

Planning Ahead 
 

From 11:59pm Friday 11 March isolation requirements for positive cases of COVID-19 and their 

household contacts will be reduced from 10 to seven days. 
   

 This change has been made due to up-to-date public health advice: there is a decline in 

infectiousness of Omicron over time and in most cases, transmission occurs within seven days.    

 This reduction in the isolation period will ensure we maintain a balance between controlling the 

outbreak effectively and minimising the impacts of isolation requirements on people’s lives.  

   

 Evidence also shows that the risk of re-infection within the first three months after someone has had 

Omicron is very low. For this reason, recovered cases will no longer need to isolate again if they 

become a household contact within 90 days of having the virus. This has been extended from 28 

days. 

   

From 11.59pm Friday 11 March, all cases and household contacts who are currently isolating can 

end their period of isolation after Day 7. Those currently in isolation will not have to complete their 

Days 8, 9 and 10 of isolation. 

  

 

Curriculum and Study News 
 

For all students and parents about the number one thing that can be done at home 

to help with literacy is  reading.  



The studies are endless 

regarding the impact reading can 

have on a child’s development. 

There are strong correlations 

between reading for pleasure and 

learning skills, such as increased 

vocabulary, stronger cognitive 

development, and a greater ability 

to concentrate. Social-emotional 

skills of empathy and social 

interactions are also enhanced 

through reading for enjoyment. 

The 2010 PISA data found that 

students who read more than 

once a week after the age of 10 generally scored 16 points higher on Maths, spelling, 

and vocabulary. And one correlation in 2011 found that people who read for 

pleasure outside of school were more likely to have managerial and professional 

jobs in later life. 

The more our students can read 

for their own pleasure during this 

time, the more they can set 

themselves up for academic 

success during the term. And 

pleasure is just that. Some 

students will want to escape into 

a novel, others will read an 

autobiography of their favourite 

sportsman, and others will want to 

pick up a magazine. It all counts. 

Which leads to audiobooks. While 

reading text on a page has been shown to be the best overall way to ‘read’, listening 

to audiobooks still helps with aspects of decoding language and requires 

comprehension. Many of our students have learning differences that can take away 

the pleasure of reading and this is a great alternative avenue to developing many of 

the literacy skills of traditional reading. Don’t let ‘print’ be a barrier to the power of 

the written word 

 



 

Visual Arts Tutorials: A reminder to parents/caregivers of Level 3 Visual Arts Tutorials  

Every Tuesday from 3-4 pm 

Attendance is compulsory (except by arrangement) for all Level 3 Visual Arts students  

All other senior art students are welcome to join 

 

 

Level 1 Visual Arts students are fully into their art lessons with 

their new teacher Ms Theunissen. Ms Theunissen joins our 

team bringing a wealth of knowledge and painting experience 

to the department. We feel very lucky to have her! 

Stem News 
 

STEM stands for science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. 

STEM is important because it pervades every part of our lives. Science is 

everywhere in the world around us. Technology is continuously 

expanding into every aspect of our lives. Engineering is the basic designs 

of roads and bridges, but also tackles the challenges of changing global weather and environmentally-friendly 

changes to our home. Mathematics is in every occupation, every activity we do in our lives.  

By exposing students to STEM and giving them opportunities to explore STEM-related concepts, they will 

develop a passion for it and hopefully pursue a job in a STEM field.  

 



Career Information/University 
 

MoneyHub – University Scholarships 

MoneyHub, a consumer finance website, has published a guide to hundreds of 

scholarships for students starting university in 2023.  It includes scholarships from 

every university, as well as those specifically available to local students. A list of 

privately funded scholarships, and Maori, Pacific and International university 

scholarships completes the guide. Applications close throughout the year. 

https://www.moneyhub.co.nz/scholarships-nz.html 

 

Employment picks for 2022 

In a recent New Zealand Herald Premium article , Kirsty Wynn spoke to the experts 

about where the top jobs will be in the pandemic-altered future. 

Below is a summary of their top employment picks for 2021: 

Health, especially nursing – “There is an absolute shortage of nurses; you get to 

help people and it’s a job where you can move around.” 

Agriculture, especially dairy – “There are jobs available across New Zealand’s entire 

rural sector, with more than 750 advertised in dairy alone.” 

E-commerce – “This year will see further demand for web designers, IT technicians, 

digital marketing and workers with technical skills.” 

Online learning and EdTech – “With schools and educational facilities thrown into 

lockdown, it’s a digital transformation. It’ll be the usual STEM careers – the software 

engineers, digital marketers, data scientists.” 

Creative tech – “When 5G becomes more successful, there is going to be huge 

growth in creative tech, and the film industry is crying out for production assistants, 

runners, and assistant directors.” 

Transport and logistics – “The flow-on effect from the growth in e-commerce 

means more demand for transport and logistics.” 

Trades – “Builders, plumbers and electricians are doing well and will be in demand 

in 2021, especially with the popularity of renovation.” 



Engineering and construction – “There are so many construction and infrastructure 

projects going on, and these create jobs across the board.” 

 

 

 

 


