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Important Notices 

Tuesday 12 April  Student Voting for Student Representative on the Board of 
Trustees 

Thursday 14 
April  

End of Term 1 

Monday 2 May  Start of Term 2 
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FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 
 
I would like to update our community on the incident that occurred after school at 
Sturges Park late last week. The police have arrested and charged a twenty-year-old. 
The school has worked through a discipline process with the small number of 
students involved. The Board has made it clear that this behaviour is not acceptable if 
students want to remain at Otahuhu College.  As a school and as a community, we 
are all working hard to ensure that everyone is safe.  
 
This week saw the highest number of students attending Ōtāhuhu College since the 
first lockdown two years ago. The playground, if we can use that term for teenagers, 
is a hive of activity at breaks. Classes are filling up and students and teachers are 
enjoying the benefits of face-to-face teaching and learning once again.  
 
Today in the Year 13 assembly, it was a pleasure to present certificates to all those 
students who have reached the benchmark of University Entrance Literacy, this 
means that they have met the reading and writing requirements to get into literacy. 
We look forward to more students earning this throughout the year.  
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Our Commitments  

Our focus for next week is being engaged in lessons. On the basic level it is making sure that every students takes 
individual responsibility to have their books and pens. To make sure that as soon as they get into class that they have 
their books out, bags on the floor, and they are ready to learn.  

Devices – Laptops and Chromebooks 

A large number of students have been supplied with a device to assist them with their school work and assessments. 
These devices are for use both at home and in the classroom. Subject areas are now delivering large parts of their 
content and assessment via Office 365 and Teams. Students must bring their device to school each day so they can 
access this information and therefore do not fall behind in their learning. 

Sports News  

This week both senior Boys and Girls volleyball teams will be representing Otahuhu College at the Auckland Volleyball 
Champs.  Good Luck to both teams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final basketball trials will be this week: 

Junior Boys – Monday 4 April 

Senior Boys – Wednesday 6 April  
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Junior School (Year 9-10) 

Tēnā koutou katoa 

We have had an impressive week for attendance and Year 9 are still leading in overall levels of academic engagement, 
however our Year 10 kotuku are not far behind coming in second overall. Thank you to all our families who have 
stayed connected to keep their child focused on learning.  

We have had our first cohort (year level) assemblies this week which meant that all of Year 9 met together on 
Monday and all of Year 10 on Tuesday. It was good to be able to give generic messages around respect, engagement, 
support and timeliness. It was also the first time the Year 9 kotuku had gathered as a group since their first day at 
Ōtāhuhu College. 

Earlier on this Term I gave everyone a heads up about our Junior Kotuku Award. In the next couple of weeks, before 
the end of the term Deans will be emailing out information to Year 9 and Year 10 kotuku. We would like all the Junior 
College to attempt to complete every aspect the Award has to offer. We are trying to build our kotuku with a keen 
sense of practising working hard, giving things a go, managing themselves to succeed and a feeling of 
accomplishment. 

Junior School Contacts: 

Year 9 Dean: enorgate@otahuhucollege.school.nz 

Year 10 Dean: lperace@otahuhucollege.school.nz 

Attendance Navigator: stahavalu@otahuhucoleege.school.nz 

Education Navigator:   tchitar@otahuhucollege.school.nz 

Kia Tamatane! 

 

Moana Va’aelua 

Deputy Principal 
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Arts and Culture News – Debating  

After a very uncertain start to the year with the Omicron outbreak, the debating season is beginning to look more 
promising; the South Auckland interschool competition is going ahead, and Otahuhu College has decided to enter two 
teams, just as in 2021.  The debates are beginning on Zoom this term, but we are hoping to return to in-person 
debates at the De La Salle College site in term two.   

Even better news is that student interest and enthusiasm in debating has been excellent so far!  We had 16 keen 
future debaters attend the interschool Zoom training session delivered by a representative from Auckland Schools’ 
Debating, and they represented Otahuhu College proudly.  Bring on the competition! 

 

 

 

 

 

Kotuku News 

 
The Kotuku unit has been working on developing their art skills and gaining confidence and independence within this 
medium. They have been working on their artistic skills with scratch art. This has allowed them to express different 
ideas and incorporate their own personality and interests into their work. 
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NZ Defence NZ Army Officer Information Evening  

" 

" 

Career Information/University 

Year 13 Career Interviews are progressing well. Students, if you would really like some answers to the pathway to 
your career interests before the holiday, you are welcome to request an interview. Parent/caregivers, if your child has 
not yet had an interview you are welcome to email Ms Cusack, Careers Co-ordinator, to request this: 
chcusack@otahuhucollege.school.nz 

 

 

 

 

-NZ Defence NZ Army Officer Information Evening next week-independent travel: 

 Wednesday 6 April 6pm-8pm Westfield, Manukau Mall Level 1.  

 

Is university right for my son or daughter? 

University is an opportunity for your child to study something they are genuinely passionate about, gain life 
experiences and build on key skills that make them more employable. Here are some things to think about when 
considering whether university is right for your child: 

 Think about your child’s career aspirations and long term goals - is a degree essential, do they have a 
particular career in mind, such as nursing, law or architecture? 

 Degrees in wider subject areas can be invaluable in gaining knowledge, expertise and confidence to begin an 
exciting and fulfilling career 

 Look into the employment outcome of the courses your child is considering, research how many jobs are out 
there 

 At university, they can enjoy opportunities such as volunteering, get involved with sports clubs and societies, 
and have access to careers advice, placements and internships, all in a safe and supported environment.  

 

 

 
 


