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 Important Notices 

Monday 2 May  Start of Term 2  

Wednesday 4 May School ANZAC Assembly (Yr13) 

Friday 6 May  NCEA Update and Achievement Reports emailed to caregivers  

Monday 16 May  Teacher ONLY DAY 
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FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 
 
This last week of term our Maori, Samoan and Tongan students laid down a hangi and 
umu as an end of term celebration. Thursday also started with a now traditional 
Easter Egg hunt.  
 
Thank you for all the effort and sacrifices made throughout the first four months of 
the year. It is a real credit to the students, our families and the staff that Otahuhu 
College has kept running and is well placed for the challenges and opportunities of 
the rest of the year.  
 
While it is important that everyone has time to refresh over the Easter break, it is 
important to reflect at this time the sacrifices made by many, and the opportunity for 
renewal that this season brings to us all.  
 
Thank you for your support throughout this term and best wishes for the Easter 
holiday.  
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Our Commitments 
We are grateful for the support of all our families. A big thank you for the following families for the fantastic efforts 
getting their children to school and ensuring they have excellent attendance:  
 
Ailepata Taavili, Ailini Vainga and Vili Vainga, Aimee-grace Brown and Keita Collier, Aneta Faleafa, Anjini Rao and 
Arvind Lal, Annet Singh and Atesh Singh, Anthony Paul Heffernan, Arti Archana Prasad and Ratnesh Chand, Asotasi 
Nair and Ramendran Nair, Danny Pukeiti and Mareta Tinorei Tetamanu, Elisapeta Mafi and Sitani Mafi, Farisha Nisha 
and Ifraz Ahmad, Geeta Anand and Rajnesh Anand, Hayley Jensen-Fraser, Jess Kivalu and Ronnie Kivalu, Jessica 
Iloahefaiva and Sio Iloahefaiva, Julia Akauola and William Akauola, Junior Te'o and Palasi Te'o, Kamni Naidu and Vinod 
Kumar, Katrina Takie and Fredirick Langkilde, Leilani Maropai, Lele Latu Taalo and IKapoti Taalo, LilieniGrignon Natiso 
and Fonofili Mafiposeta Natiso Mefi, Lillian Nicole Morgan, Logotaeao Pace, Lorena Wright and Luka Fortes, Lusia 
Vitale and Tino Taavili, Lyndsay Grant and Calum Grant, Lyndsay Grant and Calum Grant, Manu Finefeuiaki and 
Peauafi Finefeuiaki, Maria Ailiuua, Maria Iakopo and Ta'amiloga Iakopo, Maria Iakopo and Ta'amiloga Iakopo, Marina 
Vai and Faafao Vai, Meafou Leofo and Tusitina Ikitoemata, Melenaite Ika and Solomone Ika, Meli Lumanu and Thomas 
Moolasseril, Mesepa Fagalilo and Samuelu Fagalilo, Milo Fesolai and Meita Fesolai, Miria Cowley and Eric Wilson, 
Moana Va'aelua and Ivala Va'aelua, Molly Faalave and Palota Faalave, Muni Narayan and Abishek Narayan, Naileen 
Tongatama and Simi Aki, Naileen Tongatama and Simi Aki, Olivia Lafu and Ken Moenoa, Olivia Lafu and Ken Moenoa, 
Olivia Lafu and Ken Moenoa, Olivia Mefi and Eddie Mefi, Palemata Eli and Kilikamesa Eli, Patricia Hepi - Brown and 
Luiza Turganova, Pushpa Chhagan and Amrat Chhagan, Ragni Devi and Amit Maharaj, Rochelle Aquino and Pitasoni 
Vete, Roseleen Bi and Mohammed Aiyaz Ali, Roselyn Kalam and Faiyaz Ali, Sale Ailao, Samoa Saua-Fueena and 
Lalotoga Saua, Shaleeni Goundar and Manoj Naidu, Shamima Begum, Shivani Prasad, Soonasiva Palota and 
Palota  Faalave, Sulia Otuhouma, Sulu Puefua and Feeu Puefua, Sunema Ali and Naushad Ali, Sunema Muavaa and 
Kirisimasi Muavaa, Suzie Antonio, Tali Tuilaepa and Lagi Taupau, Tasi Fetuliai Maota and Sepulona Aumua Maota, 
Tereapii Nootai and Atomptu Siale, Vaiokiu Moala and Siosifa Moala, Vati Afemui and Tiveniana Afemui, Veronika 
Papalii, Vikashni Maharaj and Rohit Maharaj, Vinepa Ipitoa and Mark Funafuti, Yindie Liao and Alan Huang, Yvonne 
Wong  
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Student Representative on the Board of Trustees  

Congratulations to Zen-Day Taufelila Y12 H1 who has been elected as the Student Representative on the Board of 
Trustees.  

 
 

 

 

 

I am a responsible, passionate and courageous student of Otahuhu College who will continue to represent the 
students and school with pride and respect. 

 

Planning Ahead  
The decision to move to Orange has been made on public health advice and reflects that we are moving past the peak 
of cases and our health system is able to cope. We are seeing that cases are declining due to high levels of 
vaccination and natural immunity after infection.   
 
At Orange, face masks are no longer required at school. However public health advice is that masks continue to be 
strongly encouraged when indoors. Wearing a mask is a key health measure that slows the spread of COVID-19 in 
indoor settings. For that reason, we ask that visitors to the school, including parents and whānau, wear a mask 
whenever they are indoors on school grounds.  
 
We also ask that your child continues to bring a mask to school every day. There may be times that we’ll ask them to 
wear a mask, too – for example, when we are having an assembly in the hall. If there are a high number of cases at 
school or in the community, we may ask that masks are worn in classrooms for a time.  
 
At Orange, students aged 12 and above are still required to wear a face mask on school or public transport.  
 
We will continue to keep all the other health measures in place at school that we know slow the spread of COVID-19. 
These include ensuring our indoor spaces are well-ventilated, maintaining good hand hygiene and cough and sneeze 
etiquette, appropriate physical distancing whenever we can and, most importantly, staying home if we are sick.  
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Junior School (Year 9-10) 
Tēnā koutou katoa  
 
Thank you from the Junior school staff for all the time, effort, conversations, concerns, laughter and 
feedback this term. We are blessed to have such an open and friendly group of whanau who support 
our kotuku and our school.   
 
In term two the Junior School Deans will be emailing all Year 9 and Year 10 kotuku with an outline of 
the Kotuku Award which must be completed by Term 4, Week 4. Students will be able to access 
some support through our Year level assemblies and by visiting their dean. Some of our kotuku have 
already started and this is great! However, if your child has not started, they will not be at a 
disadvantage because the Kotuku Award has been set up so that students can consistently complete 
tasks but also catch up if they need to. We are expecting to present the Kotuku Award to a large 
number of students at the end of the year Junior Prizegiving. Please remember this is an opportunity 
for our kotuku to practise their independence and highlight their endeavours. We ask that you check 
in with your child to see how they are progressing with the work.  
 
It will be much colder at school next term. Students are expected to wear black leather lace-up shoes 
and socks. School jackets will be a timely investment also. Students should prepare for learning 
during the holidays by ensuring they have all the required equipment for each subject area. A 
chromebook or laptop is still required for learning. You may contact a dean if you need assistance 
with this.  
 
Winter sport commences the first week of Term 2. Please know where and when your child is 
practising at school. Please know where and when game days are.  Ms Robati usually posts the game 
times and venues on our school website. We are looking forward to your support!  
 
Have a wonderful and safe holiday with your kotuku. We look forward to having everyone back next 
term.  
 
Kia Tamatane!  
 
 
 
Moana Va’aelua  
Deputy Principal  
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Debating  

It was the first competition round for our two mixed-age debating teams this week. Our students gained enjoyment and valuable 
experience from the debate, as they challenged teams from Takapuna Grammar and Orewa College via Zoom.  Teams from 
these schools were thoroughly prepared and more experienced, but our students found it exhilarating and interesting to watch 
how they debate and to engage with them on the week’s moot, which was whether unpaid internships should be banned – a 
topical issue for young people leaving school and entering the workforce.  Although the win was not yet within reach for our 
teams, one team came close, and both teams made a valiant effort.  Above all, our students are building thinking skills, speaking 
skills, and an understanding of how debating works – all of which will set them in excellent stead for the rest of the competition 
next term.  Bring it on!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some thoughts from two of our debaters: 

Despite the effects of COVID our students continued to persevere and continue to try their best in the debates.  David, the first 
speaker of team 1 did his absolute best in starting the team off with strong points and statements.  Despite the strong 
competition, he continued to try his best and give his all for the team; he was a wonderful leader of team 1.  Luana, the second 
speaker of team 1, made strong and persuasive statements for the team, doing her absolute best. Lastly, Albert, the third and 
final speaker of team one, did an excellent job in rebutting and noticing errors in the other team's debate; he was well prepared 
for the challenge.  Not only the speakers, but the supporters of team 1 – Lagi, Nardia and Tieri –did a great job assisting the 
group, and without them the speakers would be lost.  

– Anonymous, team 1 

Team 2 did really well, despite it being our first time doing a debate.  We showed up to represent our school and ourselves, 
although we lost against Orewa College.  Now that we have experienced our first debate, we know what to work on and what to 
work towards in the future.  We are looking forward to competing against other schools, and in the end it’s just us having fun. 

– Olima Havili, team 2 
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House Events  

The COVID-19 lockdowns and restrictions of the past two years have made it difficult at times to maintain the competitive spirit 
that has traditionally created such energy between our school’s four houses: Grey, Hobson, Massey, and Seddon.  As we 

gradually strive to return to a more normal school life at Otahuhu College, we are pleased to have been able to hold several 
house events in term one.   

A volleyball competition was trialled, with senior and junior teams from each house attracting an interested and supportive 
crowd: 

 

 

 

 

In week ten, we held an outdoor chess competition, which enabled seasoned players to show off their skills, while other 
students new to chess were able to watch and learn how the game works.  Congratulations to Massey for taking out the win! 

 

 

 

 

To support students’ reading skills, borrowing of books from the library will be a focus throughout the year at all year levels… 
and reading can involve a competitive element too!  Congratulations to Grey students for borrowing the most books this term, 
with a total of 279!  
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Additionally, a “Pi Day” competition was held by the maths department, and whānau classes have just competed in an Easter 
trivia quiz.  A final bonus on the last day of term has been a morning Easter egg hunt around the school grounds – a reward for 
the early birds (bunnies)!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All these events and competitions are helping to rebuild school spirit and enthusiasm among students after two very disrupted 
years.  As a motivating factor, house points are available for the best performing house in each event, the goal being to win the 
Otahuhu College House Cup at the end of the year.  We look forward to more house events and opportunities for point winning 
in term two!   

Currently, the house points are: 

 1st=  Grey – 16 points 
 1st=  Hobson – 16 points 
 3rd  Seddon – 15 points 
 4th  Massey – 13 points 
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Library News  

Term 1 Writing Competition 

Thank you to all the students who entered our Term 1 Writing competition.  

Students were given five sentence prompts and asked to compose a short poem or story. The Head Prefects, Dr. Frost, Ms. 
Duynhoven and Ms. Hall-Murney had a wonderful time judging the entries - with so many wonderful pieces it was difficult to 
choose a winner.  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all students who entered! 

Winners:  

 First Place: Nava Dawson (Y12) “Why the Moon Disappears” 
 Second Place: Emma Glass (Y13) “The night sky was full of stars but no moon” 
 Third Place: Divya Kumar (Y10) “I didn’t mean to kill her” 

  

Special Mentions: 

 Very Highly Commended: Velyanah Tanielu (Y13) “Not-So Ex-Lovers” and James Grant (Y11) “A Broken Man’s 
Confessions” 

 Highly Commended: Luana Patelesio Peteru (Y10), Fiti Pasa (Y10), Surti Lata (Y13), Shafifa Begun (Y10), Charlz Collier 
(Y10) 
 
 
 
Keep an eye out for next term’s competition and feel free to join the OC Writing Club to explore different genres and 
activities to build your skills and creativity! 
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Why the Moon Disappears 

By Nava Dawson 

 The night sky was full of stars but no moon 

Where did it go? Had it left so soon? 

 

The moon was bright and didn’t burn like the sun 

But unlike the stars, there was only one 

 

The moon was no star, just a friend of the earth 

It was admired by many who saw its worth 

 

All the stars were jealous, envious of its beauty 

They decided at dusk, to show the moon its destiny 

 

The moon was about to rise, unaware of the situation 

The stars acted quickly towards their plan of elimination 

 

That night the sky was blank, the moon was gone 

Many worried- so did the earth, and the stars realised they were wrong 

 

The stars admit their guilt and seek forgiveness 

The moon forgives them, under one condition 

 

The moon never enjoyed the attention because it was shy 

Yet it still wished to be part of the dark, comforting sky 
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It was agreed that the stars would have nights of their own 

As the moon decided not to be shown 

 

Instead, the moon decides to hide 

Only revealing fractions of its side 

 

Whether it be a quarter, half or whole 

The moon was still admired and adored 

 

Thus concludes the tale and the tune, 

Of the night sky full of stars, but no moon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


