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 23 June  Haka Waiata Competition  
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FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 
 
This week the government released the Attendance and Engagement Strategy. The 
first point the Government makes is that Parents, caregivers and whanau are 
responsible for making sure their akonga are enrolled in school and attend every day.  
 
Your child’s Dean and Whanau teacher are here to help and Ōtāhuhu College has the 
following people, as well, who can support them in attending school regularly: Sisilia 
Tahavalu and Vasa Falealii are our Attendance Navigators and are here to help families 
in getting their children to school and can be contacted by email or by phoning the 
office. Joseph Misileki is a Pathway Navigator and is here to help our students to get 
apprenticeships (earn while you Learn) and helping families where their children may 
be considering future jobs and careers once they finish schooling.  His email is 
jmisileki@otahuhucollege.school.nz. Ōtāhuhu College also has a health team and 
social workers available to support families.  
 
Most importantly as a community we have to work together to support and encourage 
students to attend every day. To lift our expectations as to what constitutes good 
attendance. To encourage our family, friends and community to be in class each and 
every day.  
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Our Commitments 

The behaviour focus for next week is on being supportive. This means more than just talking to our children about 
treating others like they would want to be treated. It also means being supportive in learning. School is, and should be 
challenging, the work must require thought, and mistakes have to be made if learning is to happen. A key part of 
being supportive at Otahuhu College is based around supporting each other in our learning, making mistakes and 
working hard to do better next time. 

Haka Waiata 

Otahuhu College is a school steeped in many proud traditions.  These traditions are what set us apart from many 
other schools in our area. 

One of these traditions is our annual Haka Waiata Competition.  The four houses — Grey, Hobson, Massey, and 
Seddon — each spend an hour in the afternoon for a period of two weeks practising and refining their song (waiata) 
and war dance (haka).  The overall aim is for all students to participate, to learn, and to respect the school’s traditions 
and values. 

 Variations of these performances have been taking place since our schools inception in the 1930s, but one thing that 
remains the same is that each Haka-Waiata are student led, with minimal teacher input.  Students that join us in Year 
9 are taught by senior students, and they, in turn, teach the new students when they become Year 13s.  While also 
still holding true to the history of their own Haka Waiata, the leaders add their own ‘flavour’ each year so as to set 
them apart from previous performances.  

 As well as being an important performance tradition, each house’s haka and waiata has its own character and tells its 
own story.  To understand each haka and waiata more deeply, all Year 9 and Year 10 students studied the four haka 
and waiata in their English class in term one this year.  They read the original Māori texts and English translations side 
by side, before studying the meaning and style of each text.  As well as many similarities, they also found noticeable 
differences between the texts that reflect the distinctive character of Grey, Hobson, Massey, and Seddon.  Our junior 
kotuku can now carry this knowledge with them as they rehearse and perform the haka and waiata of their own 
house. 

 This year’s Haka-Waiata has been scheduled to align with Matariki, the Māori New Year.  Practices will start in the 
afternoons next week and the competition day is Thursday 23rd June.  Please support your children as they take pride 
and value in a competition that encourages school spirit and celebrates the bicultural pride we have here in New 
Zealand. 
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Arts and Culture News 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Next week, we have an exciting and full on week, and our students would really enjoy seeing our Otahuhu Families and 
Community supporting our events. 

 This weekend, Sunday 12 June, Charles Toilolo will be performing at Rockquest, Solo category at TAPAC (The Auckland 
Performing Arts Center) at Western Springs College, in the 2.30pm session. 

 On Tuesday 14 June, Magnique have the Big Sing at the Auckland Town Hall.  We are in the 9.00am session. 

 On Thursday 16 June, we will be holding a FREE lunchtime concert showcasing all our entries into Rockquest and Tangata Beats, 
trying to gain interest from the student body to hopefully show face at the event to support our musicians.  Held in the Music 
dept. 

 On Friday 17 June, 2 groups will be performing at the Rockquest Bands category, in the 5pm session, held at the Dorothy 
Winston Centre at Auckland Girls Grammar.  These are 26 Ave (Y11’s - Lene, Otuvai, Joshua, Sam) and Legacy (Y12’s – Jennifer, 
Liselota, Blessing, Vili, Reno, Mati, Nerisa). 

  

On Saturday 18 June, we have 8 entries performing at Tangata beats Bands, Duos and Solos categories, held again at the 
Dorothy Winston Centre, in the 1.00pm session.  We have Faatasi (Y13s – Velyanah, Latoyah, Faimafili), 26 Ave, Soledifyd (Y12s – 
John Ika, David Vailaia, Blessing, Vili, Reno, Ipu, Kali, Mati), Manea (Y13/12s – Nerisa, Liselota, Cherlana, Popua) our first junior 
band entry in forever R.#.T.#.M (Y9s/10s – Josie, Eternity, Ikapoti, Joel), Falefitu & Zacharyah, Jennifer & Henrietta, and Charles 
Toilolo. 

 Tickets for RQ and TB are $10 for students, $15 for adults, which can be bought at the door. 

Pathway Careers 

Vacancy:  

Upholsterer trainee-Manukau City-full time 

Requirements-Reliable with good communication skills 

Send CV to: jan@upholsteryspecialists.co.nz 
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House News  

Interhouse Netball Competition 

After the success of volleyball and chess last term, our school’s four houses have challenged each other to a netball competition 
during lunchtimes this week.  Each house composed mixed-age teams ranging from Year 9 to Year 13, which provided a bonding 
opportunity for students across different age groups.  Teachers from each house also participated, showcasing some definite 
hidden talents!  Despite some less-than-ideal weather, the games attracted an increasing crowd throughout the week, 
culminating in a staff vs. students match on Friday.   

  

Congratulations to Grey house for winning the competition!  The rankings were: 

  

 Grey – 1st 
 Seddon – 2nd 
 Massey – 3rd 
 Hobson – 4th 

  

As we look ahead to the rest of the term, the student and staff energy from this week’s netball will now be channelled into 
practices for the Haka Waiata competition beginning next week — bring it on! 
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Library News  
Samoan Language Week  
 
In good ‘ol OC fashion, Samoan Language week was celebrated throughout the week, with plenty of performances, food and 
guest speakers.  The ‘ava ceremony was conducted by the senior Samoan class.  The ‘ava distributor, usually an orator chief, 
who calls one by one, the names and the order of those to be served with the ‘ava beverage – this is known as the tufa’ava and 
this was led by Setu Gasu, the tautu’ava (‘ava server) was run by Layton Matavao and the Taupou or palu’ava was mixed by 
Faimafili Tavita.  
 
We were fortunate to have a couple of Samoan community leaders and an accomplished writer, come through and share their 
life experiences, struggles and education at university level.    
 
Fa’afetai tele lava Sisilia Eteuati, Harry Toleafoa & Councillor fa’anana Efeso Collins for making time to come and speak to our 
young people.  
 
Massive fa’afetai tele lava to the Y13 students who helped organize this amazing week.   
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Study News 

 

 

 

 

 

This week students have been learning about how our brains work.  Knowledge of how our brains work, informs the 
strategies students use, to summarise their class notes for revision for externals.  For example, we think about and 
remember things in colour and in images.  “A picture tells a thousand words” means that it can be more efficient to 
describe something with an image than by  using a bunch of words.  For example: 

 

 

 

 

 

House 

A building that serves as living quarters 
for one or a few families.  A house is a 
shelter that provides both privacy and 
protection from weather and outside 
temperatures.  A house has four walls 
and a roof, bedrooms and a bathroom.  A 
house is a place where family and friends 
can gather to eat, talk and sleep. 
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Next week students will work in groups to create their own Mind Maps to summarise a written article about a 
significant event in New Zealands’ history. 

O le vaiaso nei, na suesueina ai e tamaiti pe faapefea ona galue ma faagaioi o latou faiai (mafaufau). E iai le 
talitonuga, o lea malamalamaaga, e fesoasoani lea ina ia o latou iloa ma filifiliina ni auala e sili ona fetaui, e mafai ai 
ona manatua ma mata'itū manatu taua mai mataupu aoaoina. O le faamoemoe, ia avea le iloa e mata'itū manatu 
taua, e faafaigofie ai suega mulimuli i le faaiuga o le tausaga. E iai le talitonuga; o tagata uma, e mafaufau ma 
manatua mea i le siosiomaga, i o latou lanu ma ata. O le fuaitau faapalagi; ‘e sili atu le iloa mai ise ata, nai lo upu e 
afe’. O lona uiga, e sili atu ona faigofie ona iloa ma malamalama ise mea, mai lona ata, nai lo le tau faitau oni upu se 
tele.  

Faataitaiga:  

 

 

 

 

O le vaiaso fou, o le a galulue ai tamaiti e fau ni a latou faafanua faalemafaufau e fesoasoani ina ia  manatua ma 
mata'itū manatu taua faatatau i ni mea na tutupu I ni taimi ua mavae, I le talaga o Niu Sila.  

Kotuku News 

Talofa lava. This week the Kotuku unit celebrated Samoan Language week. During this week they embraced Samoan 
language week by researching the language and country. Several students felt a great deal of pride teaching other 
members of the class about their culture. Students in these pictures are creating posters with an important word or 
phrase in Samoan to help develop a bilingual classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

O le fale  

O le fale o se nofoaga taua e nofo ai se tagata 

toatasi poo ni aiga foi. O le fale o se malu e 

puipui ai tagata mai i le vaai ma le iloa atu e isi. 

E malu ai foi mai ile tau ma le vevela o le la.  O le 

fale e iai ona puipui e fa, o lona ufiufi ma le 

taualuga, potumoe ma le faletaele. O le fale, o se 
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Sports News 

Our Junior Boys Basketball started their season with a close loss to Manurewa High. 


