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 Important Notices 

25 July Start of Term 3  

5 August  Mid-Year Reports Due  

8 – 12 August Math’s Week  

26 August  Teachers ONLY DAY  
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FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 
 
Welcome back to the start of the third term.  
 
During the two-week break, I had the pleasure of attending the Pacifica Medical 
Association Awards evening where three of our current students were awarded 
prestigious scholarships. It was a fascinating experience on the Friday with our Year 
13 students surrounded by Cabinet Ministers, Doctors, Lawyers, Community Leaders 
and others who do so much to help their families and their community.  It was as if 
you have travelled forward in a time to see the future opportunities for our students.  
 
One of the key areas we need to work on is attendance. Regular attendance means 
attending at least 90% of the time.  There is a clear link between attending and 
achieving. At the end of last term our Year 9 and 10 students sat PAT tests which 
allows us to compare their literacy and numeracy against the rest of the country, for 
those attending regularly 83% achieved at or better than the national average. For 
our sons and daughters to achieve and have brighter choices at the end of Year 13 
the higher the attendance the better opportunities they will have.  
 
Following the Government’s announcement, we will be requiring masks to be worn 
inside for the first four weeks of term. 
 

Thank you for your support, we all look forward to another successful term.  
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Masking up for the start of Term 3 Following  
In previous years there is an increase in winter illnesses in schools at the start of Term 3 as students bring back infections after 
travelling and socialising during the holidays. This year cases of COVID-19 are increasing in most parts of the country, and we are 
also seeing high numbers of other winter illnesses.  
 
Following an announcement from the Ministry of Education for the start of Term 3, 2022 for the first four weeks of term 
Ōtāhuhu College will  require mask wearing in all indoor settings (where it will not have a significant impact on teaching and 
learning).  
 
Wearing masks can reduce new cases of the virus by as much as 53%. It works alongside other measures including vaccination, 
good ventilation, staying home when sick, and hand washing and other hygiene measures, to protect our students and staff.   
 
Please make sure that your children come to school ready to wear masks. Students should bring masks from home. If students 
cannot bring masks there will be a limited supply of masks for students who are unable to bring one from home.  
Thank you for your support in protecting our school community and families.  

 

Our Commitments 

Our commitment is to be respectful.  A key part of being respectful is using appropriate language. Learning what words, and 
indeed the volume, you use in different circumstances is one of the challenges of growing up into young men and 
women.  Teenagers find this hard to do, so talking to them and explaining how different situations require the use of different 
words and mannerisms is a great step on developing articulate respectful young men and women.  

 

Families and Friends Enrolling for Next Year 
We welcome and strongly encourage families and friends to enrol their children in Otahuhu College before the end of 
September. This is very important in terms of our planning to provide your children the best possible education next year.  
We also welcome enrolments from out of zone students, especially those who aspire to tertiary education and those 
seeking a values-based education for their children.   
Please use the following link to apply:  Enrolment Application.  

 
 

Start of School Day  
 

 All students need to be onsite by 8:35 am.    
 A student who arrives after 9:00am must report to the Deans where they will be signed into school.   
 On the third time a student is late after 9:00am, the parents will be asked to meet with the Dean to resolve the issue.  
 Further repeated late arrivals to school may result in disciplinary action, including being stood down for continual 
disobedience.   
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Uniform 
Otahuhu College has a proud tradition and we expect students to take pride in wearing their uniform to and from school, and we 
seek your assistance in getting things right.  If your child is unsure of our uniform expectations, please refer them to the 
Deans.  We have a great deal of pride in our achievements and want that reflected in how our students wear their uniform and 
the pride they have in Otahuhu College.  
 
The uniform is available at NZ Uniforms in Manukau and available online: 
http://otahuhucollege.nzuniforms.com/catalog/school-uniform-1103685.htmx  
 
Correct school uniform is to be worn to and from school.  
 
Students must be wearing completely black shoes, for health and safety reasons these must be enclosed shoes. Males are to 
wear school socks, pulled up. Female’s plain white socks.  
 
No undergarments (T-shirts etc.) should be visible, unless a plain white short sleeved top.  
 
There are Otahuhu College hats available, non-uniform hats will be confiscated.  
 
If students are wearing incorrect uniform, it is their responsibility to see the Dean first thing in the morning.   
 
Students without a uniform pass will have items confiscated for the reminder of the term.  

 
Uniform: Frequently Asked Questions  

Where can I get the College uniform?  
 
The uniform is available at NZ Uniforms in Manukau and available online: 
http://otahuhucollege.nzuniforms.com/catalog/school-uniform-1103685.htmx  
 
Can my child wear jandals?  
No, due to Health and safety reasons students need to wear enclosed shoes.  
 
Is it OK to wear a hoodie underneath the school jacket?  
No, a hoodie, even if one with Otahuhu College branding, is not part of the school uniform.   
 
What happens when students turn up in non- uniform clothes?  
Non-uniform items get confiscated, unless first the student has a note from their Dean at the start of the day.  
  
Can my child wear a t-shirt at lunchtime to play sports?  
Yes, a plain white t-shirt or the PE uniform may be worn if actively playing sport at lunchtime or break.  
 
Is help available?  
Yes, if families are struggling with the uniform requirements, then contact the Dean or Deputy Principal.  
 
My child has been selected for a sports tournament, what should they wear?  
When representing the school students should be in either full uniform, or wearing a College tracksuit, (the College can lend 
when needed).  
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Attendance Matters  
 
Regular attendance means attending school at least ninety percent of the time.  
 
Like other top schools, we expect all our students to be at school on time each day. Students should be at school by 8:30am and 
it is their responsibility to be seated in the correct places for assembly. Your support in making sure your child is at school on 
time is appreciated.  
 
If your child is going to be late or absent please phone the office 9634000 or alternatively 0800 4 OTAHUHU to leave a message 
on the absence voice mail before 8:00 a.m. You can also email attendance@otahuhucollege.school.nz   
 
Each day a text message is sent out to families when their child has been marked absent up until 11am. Please reply to this text 
letting us know where your child is.  
 
There will be times when your child may be absent and for whatever reason the school has not been informed, in this case a 
note needs to be brought the first day back and given to the whanau teacher.  

 
Attendance and Extracurricular Activities  

 
Attending regularly is defined by the Ministry of Education as attending over 90% of half-days. A half day means that a student is 
present for teaching and learning for either 2 hours in the morning or 2 hours in the afternoon. Chronically absent at school is 
defined as attending 70% or less. From Term 3 Students who are chronically absent from school will not be able to participate in 
extracurricular activities  

a. Only when students have maintained regular attendance (90%) for the four weeks preceding the finalisation of 
the team/activity group may the principal consider a dispensation.  
b. For students granted a dispensation they must maintain regular attendance to continue to participate.  
c. If a student who was granted a dispensation attendance improves to over 70% then they are no longer 
chronically absent.  

 
Sports 

Otahuhu College would like to again congratulate ex-student Roger Tuivasa Sheck on his selection to the 2022 All Blacks team. 
Roger was a proud Hobson House student who represented the school in a number of sports and is a former Deputy Head Boy of 
Otahuhu College. 
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Gateway 

Gateway is a government funded programme that provides broader educational opportunities and strengthens 
pathways for our senior students into further education and training or employment. Gateway is designed to support 
school students’ transition into the workforce by offering them workplace learning while at secondary school.  

Benefits to students 

 Increased awareness and knowledge of a specific career pathway 
 Learning industry based skills 
 Improved communication skills through interaction with employers and employees 
 Opportunity to network and gain contacts/mentors in their industry of interest 
 The chance to work towards an industry qualification while still at school 
 Some students are offered employment once they have completed their Gateway Programme 
 Work experience and a Referee to add to their CV’s 
 Students need to demonstrate excellent communication and time management skills. They need to be 

motivated, reliable and possess a great attitude. 

 

At Otahuhu College, Gateway Programmes are offered to Year 12 and 13 students and are done during the school 
holidays so they don’t interrupt the student’s valuable classroom learning.  Gateway is an optional extra for students 
to take part in to gain extra credits and work experience.  Students choose to take part in the Gateway Programme.  

Year 12 students begin with entry level work experience opportunities at Level 2 which include Bunnings, The 
Warehouse, Countdown and many more.  Gateway can help students to gain valuable skills such as working as a 
team, time management, customer service and much more.   

Year 13 students usually complete Level 3 credits however sometimes depending on what they choose they may need 
to do some Level 2 credits to meet the criteria.  Year 13 have a lot more options to choose from and we work with the 
student to try and get them experience in their chosen field.  At times this can challenging to accommodate due to 
time constrains as we need as much time as possible to sort out a work placement..  As an additional bonus once a 
student has completed their Gateway Programme we pay for them to sit their Learners Licence.   

A lot of planning and organising goes into the Gateway Programme from buying boots, PPE and hop cards as well as 
transporting students to and from different locations and planning onsite courses.  Gateway offers pathways of 
opportunities and experience for our senior students in professional career pathways such as Healthcare, Computer 
Science and Business Management as well as Trades opportunities such as, Construction, Landscaping, Building, , 
Logistics, Plumbing, Electrical.  There is also many Retail and Hospitality pathways as well.   

MIT and MSL training do offer a 20 week Police Prep Gateway Programme unfortunately it is not offered in the school 
holidays so at this stage we are unable to use this Gateway Programme however if any future changes are made it will 
definitely be added to our school Gateway Programme.   
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Term 2 Gateway Programme 

Otahuhu College has completed a successful term 2 Gateway Programme A massive congratulations and thank you to 
all our students who have dedicated their time over the break to complete their Gateway Programme.  

Here is some of the positive feedback from a few of the completed programmes so far: 

 

On Demand Training Transport and Logistics Programme with 25 credits included work experience and gaining their 
forklift licence.  Feedback received: Students were amazing with their bookwork and practical experience using 
machinery but what was most noteworthy was our senior student’s commitment, sacrifice and time management to 
complete a 5-day course which is preparing them for starting their journey into the real “working world”. 

Healthcare with up to 27 credits and included work experience at Radius Healthcare.  Feedback received: Completely 
outstanding students who took amazing care of the residents at Radius Waipuna with excellent feedback from staff 
and residents.  It was extremely beautiful, heart-warming and emotional seeing and hearing these students taking the 
utmost care of others. I am so very proud of you all and you should all be incredibly proud of yourselves you enriched 
the residents lives with care, love, compassion and joy not to mention wonderful singing and laughter. Well done 
Melda, Laytoya, Amy, Camilla, Shakana, Faimafili, Velyanah, Mohokoi and Lute. 

 

 

  

 



 

                      Friday 22 July 2022   
8 

Bunnings with 23 credits excellent feedback regarding how hard working and amazing our students Jiro, Dion, Sione, 
Fotunga, Falefetu and Ricky-Lee were at Bunnings Manukau.  Special excellence awarded for being helpful and 
friendly to Falefetu and Ricky-Lee these students have also been offered employment. 

 


