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 Important Notices 
 

1 – 5 August  Cook Island Language Week  

8 – 12 August Math’s Week  

26 August  Teachers Only Day  
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 Our Commitments 
 

Our focus for next week is being engaged in lessons. On the basic level it is making sure that every student 
takes individual responsibility to have their books and pens. To make sure that as soon as they get into class 
that they have their books out, bags on the floor, and they are ready to learn.   

 
For our students to be engaged in their own education, they must be encouraged to read, ask questions, 
actively engage in discussions, write and learn to think critically about challenging material. Every mistake 
our students make, every question they ask, and every time they successfully struggle with a concept, their 
brain grows a little bit stronger and smarter.  

  
Board of Trustees 

 
Just a reminder to everyone to please put your votes in for the Board of Trustees members and to fill out 
the nomination forms. The cutoff date is Wednesday 3rd August at 12pm. 
 

Planning Ahead 
 

In the news, you may have read that there have been bomb threats made to over twenty schools 
throughout the country. To date these have been hoaxes, however, each time they occur they must be 
taken seriously.   
 
 

 

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 
 

The third term has started well and it was a pleasure to welcome back our students. 
 
Our focus this year is to significantly increase the success of our students in the external exams.  Families 
at home play an important part in this.  Being able to study is a fundamental skill that all students at 
Otahuhu College need to learn. Every student should be doing some study every night. . This can be as 
simple as reviewing what was learnt during the day and coming up with good questions to ask the next 
day.  There are always key words to learn, facts to memorise and problems to practice. By establishing a 
routine around study at home you will be helping your sons and daughters be successful this year and into 
the future. 
 
Students who have over 90% attendance for the first half of the year will be eligible for a college tie, and 
Year 11 and 12 students who have 95% attendance by 31 October will earn a complimentary blazer. 
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If this was to happen to Otahuhu College, then students will be evacuated as per a normal fire alarm, and 
then if needed further evacuated to one of two possible sites: Kings College on Golf Avenue or to the 
Memorial Fields. Following the advice of the Police, parents may be able to pick up their children from 
either Golf Avenue or alternatively Awa Street (back of Memorial Fields).   
 
In the unlikely event of this happening, we will endeavour to keep parents as fully informed as possible 
through text and Facebook.   
 

Families and Friends enrolling for Next Year 
  

We welcome and strongly encourage families and friends to enroll their children in Otahuhu College before 
the end of September. This is very important in terms of our planning to provide your children with the 
best possible education next year.  
 
We also welcome enrolments from out of zone students, especially those who aspire to tertiary education 
and those seeking a values-based education for their children.   
 
Please use the following link to apply: Enrolment Application.  
 

Is your child ready for their NCEA exams? 
 
With term three upon us, practice exams are just around the corner, and final exams are only a few months 
away. We’ve compiled a checklist of questions below to help you figure out how ready for exams your child 
really is.  
 
Does your child:  
 
☐ Have clear goals for their exams?  
☐ Have a plan of when and what they are going to study?  
☐ Know the gaps in knowledge/learning they have for each exam standard/topic?  
☐ Feel confident about exams?   
☐ Feel motivated to study?  
☐ Have strategies to combat exam pressure and anxiety?  
☐ Know how to study effectively?  
☐ Use past exams to their full potential? e.g. practicing under timed conditions?  
☐ Feel confident in applying knowledge to different types of exam questions?  
☐ Have a full set of notes, and knows exactly what they need to learn in order to succeed in their exams?  
☐ Feel confident in how to best word answers in examinations in order to maximise their grades?  
   
If you have more than three boxes unchecked, then our deans and teachers are here to help! 😊 
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Kotuku News  
 

The importance of understanding the reasons and need for hygiene is vital in today’s society. To help the 
students of the Kotuku unit have a greater understanding an experiment was conducted. This experiment 
was designed to help encourage students to understand the importance of good hygiene and handwashing 
on a regular basis. Students learned how germs can easily be transmitted from one surface to another and 
how soap or sanitizer can greatly reduce this spread.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 
 

Employment Opportunities 
 

Part time Employment Opportunities for students at McDonalds Otara and Otahuhu. 
 

Role: Crew Members 
Hours:  4pm to 10pm but to work to 9pm will be acceptable. 
Hourly Rate: $21.30/hour 
Start: middle of August / to be confirmed 

If you are: 
o Reliable and punctual 
o A great team player 
o Physically fit; able to stand on your feet for the shift hours 

 
This is a great opportunity for students who are looking for part time after school hours work. If this is 
something you are interested in or need help getting a CV together please come and see Chrissy in 
Careers/Gateway.   
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Stem News 
 

Enginuity Day 
 

On Thursday 14th July, Ms Qistina took 16 Year 10 – Year 13 students to Enginuity Day at the University of 
Auckland’s Faculty of Engineering. Enginuity Day is a once a year opportunity for high school girls to explore 
the possibility of a career as an engineer through hands-on workshops.  
 
The workshops demonstrated the creativity and problem-solving processes engineers use while giving the 
students the opportunity to explore four out of the 10 engineering specializations available at the Faculty 
of Engineering. The students were also exposed to alumni guest speakers as they shared their journey 
through university and their experience as a professional engineer.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Women in STEM Programme – School Holiday Workshops 

 
On 19th and 20th July, Ms Qistina led a 2-day workshop for the Women in STEM Programme. The Women 
in STEM Programme aims to inspire and support young women towards a future in a STEM-related career 
and give them the tools they need to lead and change the world. For the 2022 roll-out this will be open for 
Year 10 – Year 13 women.  
 
The supportive and fun workshops focused on connecting with each other, taking a moment to reflect on 
ourselves and the values we live by, rethink our mindset and see challenges as opportunities instead of 
barriers (growth mindset) and connecting with STEM industry role models such as Natassia from the Health 
industry, Lupesina from the Engineering industry and Julia from the Digital Technologies industry.  
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Health & Wellness Centre 
 

We are very happy to welcome our new nurse and mental health coach to our team.  
 
Claudia Pezza is our new mental health coach, which is a fancy name for the counselling services. Claudia 
actually trained as a psychologist in Brazil so we are very fortunate to have her. She’s really excited about 
being able to provide support for our students.  
 
Andrea Menendez-Harris is our new nurse. Andrea has been working at the MIQ facilities during Covid 
times. As a South Aucklander herself, she previously worked as a District Nurse and Plunket nurse in the 
South Auckland community.   
 
Sadly, we say goodbye to Nyota and Fala our social workers.  
Nyota is leaving to be a stay-at-home mum and Fala is moving on to a new position as a social worker in 
mental health. We wish them all the best for their future.  Fala’s last day is Wednesday next week.   
 
Finally, a big thank you to all our students and staff for putting on the masks again this week. It’s not easy 
but everyone has worn their masks this week. With the increase in Covid cases in the community 
throughout New Zealand (not at school!), it is great to see everyone doing their bit to keep us all safe.  
 
3 more weeks to go!   
 
Have a safe weekend everyone! 


