
 

Otahuhu College 

Newsletter 

 

 

 

Friday 12  August 2022 

PRINCIPAL 
  

 

Important Notices 
 

17th  August –    
1st September 

Year 10, 11, 12 students for 2023 – Options Selection 
(Using Kamar Portal) 

18th – 19th August  Year 11 Leadership Camp – Kokako Lodge Hunua Falls 

26 August Teachers Only Day 

26 August  New Found Sound Finals 

 

 



 

                      Friday 12 August 2022   
2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Our Commitments 
 
Our commitment for next week is to be on time. This means more than just being at school by 8:30am and moving quickly and 
quietly to class. Good time management is an important aspect of being successful.  For our students they need to know when 
there assignments are due to be handed in. A good idea is 3 days before the due date for your children to show you their 
assignments, this way you can check if they have finished, or need to work really hard to get the assignment finished by the due 
date.    

 
 

Mid-Year Reports and the Kamar Portal 
 
This week all Parents/Caregivers should have received, via email, their child’s Mid-Year Report. A letter regarding accessing the 
Kamar Portal was also sent out. The Otahuhu College Kamar Portal provides information on how your child is performing at 
school. The Daily notices, School Calendar, Student details, Student results, Student absences and School Reports can all be 
accessed on this Portal.  
 
From Wednesday next week (17 August), students currently in Y10, Y11 and Y12 will be able to choose their Options for 2023 
using the Kamar Portal. The deadline for their choices will be 1 September.  

 
 
 
 

 

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 
 
Those of us who watch sport would of seen many teams go out to a big lead and then in the 
second half of the game struggle, and forget what got them the lead in the first place. Good 
teams recognise this in themselves and make the adjustments and improvements and finish 
strongly.  
This week the Government has announced changes to NCEA for this year with effectively Year 11 
students now needing 70credits and Year 12 and 13 students needing 52 credits. With that in 
mind, we need to make sure that we work together to maximise our students future 
opportunities:    

  Attend regularly- that is attending 90% or more of the time. Every lesson counts.  
 Ask questions in class- asking questions when you do not understand, or want to challenge 
your thinking is one of the most important things students can do.  
 Know when your assessments are due, when tutorials are on.  
 Work hard in class and study at home.  

 
We need to work together so that we finish the year strongly.  
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Families and Friends enrolling for Next Year 
  

We welcome and strongly encourage families and friends to enroll their children in Otahuhu College before the end 
of September. This is very important in terms of our planning to provide your children with the best possible 
education next year.  
 
We also welcome enrolments from out of zone students, especially those who aspire to tertiary education and those 
seeking a values-based education for their children.   
 
Please use the following link to apply: Enrolment Application.  
 

Spring Break  
 

Year 9 and 10 students attending school regularly will have the opportunity to take a day trip out of Auckland and 
discover new environments.  
 
• Waitomo Black Water Rafting  
• Tiritiri Matangi  
• Waiheke Island Zip Lines  
• Canyoning half day experience  
• Horse trekking  
 
Year 9 and 10 Students with over 90% attendance for the year by Friday 16 September will be able to enrol for free in 
one of these experiences.  

 

Arts and Culture News 

 

 

 

Our band Legacy, rap trio 26Ave and 
rapper Charles Toilolo have made it 
through to the final round of New 
Found Sound music competition! It 
will be on the 27th of August at 
Avondale College starting at 7pm. The 
judges will be choosing and Audience 
Favourite, so please bring the whanau 
and friends to come and support our 
outstanding musicians! Tickets are 
$20 and can be purchased at 
Iticket.co.nz. 
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Curriculum News 
 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION   
 
On 5 August, a group of Year 12 PE students took part in the Auckland Tough Guy and Gal event, which involved a 6km run 
worth 4 credits for their assessment. Students were brimming with excitement and nervousness seeing several schools prepare 
for the event by putting on face paint, wearing costume wigs and duct taping shoes so that they would not get lost along the 
way. Our OC students did an amazing job throughout the 6km run which involved climbing high fences, crawling through 
trenches, running through ponds, and jumping in muddy holes that reached chest height level. Apart from the full mud 
makeover as well as the trips and slips, the highlight of this event was our students cross the finish line with a sense of 
accomplishment and a newfound confidence. We are extremely proud of our OC students and would like to wish them well as 
we are excited to see what they can achieve soon.   
 
Kia Tamatane,   
 
Mr Luteru.  
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Study News 

How to Start 

Last week’s ‘study news’ article focused on taking action: e.g. Act to create momentum to feel motivated.  But sometimes when 
it comes to internals you might not know how to start. 

So this weeks ‘study news’ article is about how to start writing an internal. 

1. Do your background research: 
 Hit up Google for example, if you have a science internal on life processes google ‘what is a life process’, ‘why are life 

processes important’. 
 Skim through the results and as you start to ask yourself more questions look those up too. 
 You tube videos are helpful for getting the general idea too. 

2. Find out what you don’t know: 
 Write a bullet point list of all the concepts relating to your topic that you don’t understand and highlight the ones 

that relate most to your internal 
3. Focused and directed research: 

 Aim to answer questions from step 2 above 
 Like step one except, centre your reading around topics that are directly related to your internal rather than just the 

topic as a whole 
4. Draw up a plan: 

 Break the whole report or essay into paragraphs 
 Each paragraph can have its own ‘mini-plan’ 

5. How to draw up the plan itself: 
 If you often lose pieces of paper (you know who you are!) use a device and make a document with bullet points to 

write down your notes and save it on your device 
 Make a colour coded mind map or brainstorm (I have A3 paper and felts in T2 you can use!).  Put different ideas in 

different colours, use boxes, speech bubbles and arrows to show connected ideas and quotes you will use for 
evidence. 

 If you struggle with essay structure, try a flow chart.  This is a way to plan your ideas while planning how you are 
going to structure them as you write them.  Use arrows to show the order of how you will write your ideas.  Start 
with the biggest and broadest ideas on your topic and work down to more detailed and specific ideas, getting more 
precise as you go. 
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Resources that make planning easier 

 Teachers 
 Ask questions 
 Use the resources teachers put on TEAMS and the handouts they give you 
 Keep the assessment schedule or the task outline your teacher gave you handy, and refer to it as you make your 

plan, so you can check that you are ‘answering the question’ 
 Ask teachers to look over your plan so you know if you are on the right track, before you start writing 

 www.nzqa.govt.nz (type the name of your internal and “NZQA exemplar” into google and a list of exemplars will pop up.  
If you have no idea where to start on an internal, these are a good way to get a general idea of what your final report 
should look like.  They include exemplars for not achieved grades right through to excellence, so you can see where 
former students have gone right or wrong in the past.  Caution: Different schools assess internals differently, so just 
because the website has an internal written about a certain topic, and in a certain way, yours will likely look a lot 
different.  You should only use this website to get a general idea of the way the students are making arguments, and 
what feedback the examiners were giving. 

 www.studyit.govt.nz You are going to have a hard time getting started on your internal if you don’t understand the 
content.  StudyIt and the websites it recommends for each internal help you to understand what your internal is trying 
to examine, as well as understanding the actual content itself. 

Studytime NZ. (2022, May 24). How to plan an internal. Retrieved August 12, 2022, 
(read://https_studytime.co.nz/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudytime.co.nz%2Farticles%2Fhow-to-plan-an-ncea-internal%2F 
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STEM News 

On Saturday 6th August, 3 teams of Year 12 and 13 students participated in the NZ Engineering Science Competition organized 
by Ms Qistina at the school library. This was a whole day problem solving competition from 10am – 6pm which allowed students 
to apply their knowledge in senior sciences and math subjects. 

The students did their best to solve this year’s competition question which was: “What’s the largest payload that could be 
launched into orbit by slingshot?”  

The students did well to try and apply their physics and math concepts to finding a solution. The last report submitted by the 
teams was at 5.45pm and everyone expressed a sigh of relief that the painstaking challenge was finally over.  

The judging process for the competition will take a few months as they will be reviewing the reports of 180 school groups across 
New Zealand. 

Thank you to the science and math departments for their support for the competition. A special thank you to Mr Duff, Mr 
Hwangbo and Mr Morales for assisting with the supervision of the competition.  
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Community News  

Cook Island Language Week 

 Kia Orana.  A well, orchestrated, student led Cook Island Language Week was celebrated last week with song, dance and food.  It 
was delightful to see other cultures willing to take part in the celebrations.  To finish off the week, the infamous ‘Round the 
World’ saw many new teachers stunned when escorted to the stage to perform.  Some had rhythm, others need lessons but overall 
they had a fantastic time.  Special mention to Sariah Vollmer and David Vailala and other senior students for helping out, making 
Cook Island Language Week a success.  Meitaki ma’ata. 
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Kotuku News 

Students in the Kotuku unit have been studying myths and legends. As part of the unit, students learned about the legendary 
creature the Taniwha. This work helps them to learn about all the fascinating and important facets of traditional Maori myths 
and legends.  Students in the photos are working through the task of colouring in their Taniwha and thinking about an 
appropriate name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports News 

Congratulations to our U17 Girls Basketball Team for winning the Counties Manukau U17 grade.  They will be competing at the 
Auckland Champs next Tuesday with the best of each zone in Auckland.  We wish them all the best  
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Pathway to Careers 

Vacancies  

Wharf Host, On Board Services Crew-Food and Beverage, Summer Crew, Call Centre 

Check at: fullers.co.nz (Information-Careers) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


