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Important Notices 

21 November  Teacher Only Day  

22 November  Year 9 Social Studies Exams  

23 November  Year 9 Science Exam  

25 November  Year 10 Social Studies Exam  
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External Exams Monday 21st November 

Students that are sitting NCEA Exams on Monday (L1 Te Reo Maori, L2 Health, L3 Economics) should attend school 
at the normal check-in times (8:30am for morning exams and 1:00pm for afternoon exams).  
The school will be closed for all other students on Monday due to the Teacher Only Day.  

Our Commitments 

For our students to be engaged in their own education, they must be encouraged to read, ask questions, actively 

engage in discussions, write and learn to think critically about challenging material. Every mistake our students 

make, every question they ask, and every time they successfully struggle with a concept, their brain grows a little bit 

stronger and smarter. 

Planning Ahead 

Otahuhu College is committed to always improving the quality of education which we are providing our students 

and families.  In the 1980s only a small number of students stayed through to seventh form, what we now call Year 

13. In 2021 over 85% of our students stayed at school to complete Year 13. The days of students leaving school with 

School Certificate are long gone.  

FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 

Our senior students are working their way through the external exams which always dominate the month 

of November.  It is good to see the effort being put into the exams and finishing the last internals as a 

students strive towards achieving the highest possible qualification. This is as  you would expect from 

Otahuhu College, students meeting the challenge with determination, commitment and hard work.  Our 

excellent teachers have also been helping with extra tutorials and it is great to see so many students taking 

advantage of this.  

It is easy and understandable for students (and parents!) to get caught up in the stress of this time of the 

year and it is sometimes the very simple things that we forget to do. For students organising their study, 

these include:  

• getting enough sleep 

• eating healthily, snacking on brain food and drinking plenty of water 

• checking the examination timetable and being organised for the day 

On Monday we have the first of our two mandated Teacher Only Days. It is disruptive to have them at this 

time of year, however we are contractually obliged to run them, and we apologise for the disruption this 

causes. We will be using the day to plan and prepare for 2023.  
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Therefore, as a college, we will be focusing on all our students gaining the highest possible qualification, UE, by the 

end of Year 13.  

This will mean that we will have students working towards UE throughout their time at Otahuhu College, and when 

a student gains UE, they automatically gain Level 1, 2 and 3. Most importantly UE showcases the high level of 

thinking and commitment which both Universities and employers look for.  

Sports News 

Eighteen under-16 students had a fun day competing in the Secondary school waka ama champs, Nov 5th at Orakei 
Basin.  
 
All were new to the sport, with only six training sessions under their belt.  

 

Several parents cheered them on. They were up against top waka ama schools whose teams train with clubs. 
Manukau Outrigger Canoe Club – one of the city’s top clubs – has kindly allowed us to use their waka for training. 
Their President, Heremaia Rosieur, invited the paddlers to join up the next day. Fourteen did so. At the first training, 
from 5.30 – 7pm down at Ian Shaw Park, 24 students turned up in the rain, to be coached by some of the country’s 
top paddlers. These students will form the core of next year’s senior teams.  

 
Last week we took a Junior Boys Softball team and a Mixed Softball team to the Junior Softball One Day 
Tournament which they competed against other schools in Auckland. Both teams played really well and placed 2nd 
in both their grades.   
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Kotuku News 

This week as part of their unit on conservation and to reinforce learning from a previous unit on aquatic life a trip to 

Kelly Tarlton’s was organized. Students were entranced by the majestic beauty of the stingrays undulating through 

the water. A popular exhibit was the penguins where they learned about the sheer size and power of these 

beautiful creatures.  They were also fascinated by the speed that the Gentoo penguin can swim (up to 36km an 

hour). It was an exciting trip and some of the students are now dreaming of oceanography as a career.  

 

 


