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Important Notices

Friday 27t September Last Day of Term 3 — School Finishes at 2:20pm

Study Break All students should be using these two
weeks to study for their upcoming exams. A basic rule of
30 September to 11 October thumb is that Year 9-11 students should be doing a
minimum of an hour a day, Year 12 students two hours,

and Year 13 students 3 hours study a day.
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FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

This week has seen our senior students sitting their Derived Grade Examinations. From these exams,
both students and staff will know the areas to work on to perform at the highest level come
November. Doing well in the November exams is vital for several reasons: for some students they
will need to pass to gain their desired qualification, for Year 12 students they need to pass to gain
UE Literacy. Overall, as a College and a Community, the November exams is the opportunity for
every student to show how good we are compared to the rest of New Zealand.

In terms of comparisons, through the media last week, we found out that Otahuhu College has a
higher percentage of Pacific students going on to Degree level study than Auckland Grammar. Our
daily attendance exceeded the national average on two out of five days for all schools, primary and
secondary. We hope to be able to do this consistently as we know turning up at school is the first
step to a more successful future for our students and your children.

Certificates will be awarded in House assemblies early in the new term for all students who have
regular attendance (90%or better), for these students if they do not have a blue Otahuhu College
tie, they can collect one from the Bookroom free of charge, by showing their certificate. Year 11
and 12 students if they have 95% attendance by the 31st of October will have earned a
complimentary College Blazer.

Thank you once again for all your efforts supporting your child’s education.

Our Commitments

Our focus for next week is being engaged in lessons. On the basic level it is making sure that every
student takes individual responsibility to have their books and pens. To make sure that as soon as
they get into class that they have their books out, bags on the floor, and they are ready to learn. From
time to time, students may not have finished all the expected work during class time, when this
happens in the last period of the day, your child will likely be required to stay behind 5-10 minutes to
complete the work to a standard expected at Otahuhu College. If you have any concerns regarding
this, please contact the Principal.

Arts and Culture News

Nau mai, haere mai te wiki o te reo Mdori. Ko te reo kia rere, ko te reo kia tika, ko te reo kia Maori.
Toitd te reo rangatira mo ake, ake, ake.

@ Friday 20" September 2024 .
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Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori 2024
Hl” In W1 every day this week
KIA KAHA
TE REO MAORI

KAHOOT! Horohopu
TWOTRM quiz B1: kému
during whanau Maori on the

time front field

This week we celebrated Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori at Te Kareti o Otahuhu. We weaved together poi,
learnt a poi drill, tested our hand-eye co-ordination with titi rakau, quizzed our reo knowledge with a
kahoot, and played a traditional game of horohopu. A massive mihi to all our kaiako and akonga who
took part, and used this week to celebrate te reo Maori, kei runga noa atu koutou.

Qm; Friday 20t September 2024
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Shout out to our top 3 whanau classes for the kahoot on Taite!

Nga Toa Whakaihu Waka/First Place: S5
Taranga Tuarua/Second Place: G5
Taranga Tuatoru/Third Place: M4

Next week we will start with a performance from our kapahaka students in assembly, showcasing their
hard work this year, and celebrating what it means to be Maori. We will also announce the winner of
the Atua Maori Poster Competition. E nga rangatahi, kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui. E poho kereru
ana matou i a koutou.

Community News

On Thursday our haka roopl were asked to tautoko i Te Taahuhu Whakarewatanga, the unveiling of
the new Te Taahuhu sign in Criterion Square. The new sign is part of a kaupapa run by the Auckland
Council alongside local iwi to reclaim ancestral place names and knowledge throughout Tamaki.

Our college was lucky enough to be invited by the Mangere-Otahuhu Local Board to take part in the
occasion, hearing rich kérero about Otahuhu and performing a couple of items. Two of our students,
siblings Savannah and Brian Wilson (Tainui, Nga Puhi) were selected for the honor of unveiling the sign.
Our akonga gave a fantastic performance on the day and represented Otahuhu with dignity and pride.

Nga mihi nui ki Te Kaunihera o Tamaki Makaurau i te karanga mai ki a matou tautoko ai i te kaupapa
nei, he rangi mtharo, kua ki tonu te wairua i nga korero. Tu tonu Te Taahuhu.

@ Friday 20" September 2024



Curriculum News

Duke of Edinburgh Award

On Friday 13™ September, Mr Hodgkinson and Mrs Green took 10 students to Ambury Farm to
practice their navigational skills. This was in preparation for Duke of Edinburgh practice journey this
coming weekend on Rangitoto. Students were given a map and route instructions at the beginning of
the walk, which some students looked at and some did not as they were too keen to get going.
Nevertheless, with a little further instruction all students made it back to the car park after an easy
7km walk.

@ Friday 20" September 2024
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Sports News

Congratulations to the following students for their selection to prestigious teams:

¢ U18 Boys Rugby Auckland Divisional Team: Paea llangana
e U18 Girls Rugby South/East Auckland Team: Mele Moala, Moana Uiese, Lata Lolesio, Leah Fonua-
Betham

We are incredibly proud of their achievements. Being chosen for these teams reflects not only their
exceptional skills and dedication but also brings pride to our entire school community.
Congratulations to all, and best of luck in the upcoming competitions!
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Health and Wellness Centre

The YHC will be recruiting for new members in term 4. Our seniors have served brilliantly and it's time to
raise up some juniors. We'll advertise sign up in term 4 for those interested.

“OUR BURDENS WE SHARE. KIA TAMA TANE”

Nadia Dawson
YR 12

Sunayvna Goundar
¥R 13 YR 13

Dianna Calinava
YR13

Sadiq Faiz Evan Lay
YR10 YRIO

Joana Marie Bayaniro Alex Le Mareca Galisaya Avisheck Naidu
YR 13 YR 10 YR 10 YR 10

OTAHUHU COLLE®GE
Youth Health Council

2024
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Thank you to our sponsors
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